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ECONOMICAL BUYING. 





teri 
{ikea hareofore should gee in tooch a 
sx, Wo sro Buying, Agents, snd carry 
out the entire work from the drawi 
Of the specification to the final” testing 
‘and packing for shipment. We are also 
Prepared, to enter “into” agreement to 
‘nance orders, 
RONALD ‘TRIST & CO. 
Coronation House, 4 Lloy 





tauch a medicine, 
compored of 








A warranted cure for all 
' | soquired or constitutional 
», | Discharges from the Urin- 
Clarke's ary Organs in either sex 
These famous Pils also 
cure Gravel, Pains in the 
Back and all Kidney Dis- 
| orders. Free from mercury. 
Forty years’ snecess. Sold 
by all Chemists and Store- 
Keepers thronghont the 
World 
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LACTOMALTINE. 


MALT, MILK, AND CREAM 
An ideal flesh forming Food. 


Containing all the Valuable Pro- 
perties of the Finest Extract of 
Malt from the Finest Scotch Barley, 
Milk and Cream, surpasses Cod 


Liver Oil preparations in its 
efficiency for creating tissues of 
stable texture most digestible, 
Highly nutritious, Exeeedingly 
Pleasant to take. 

Children thrive on it. Medically 
recommended for hot: Climates. 

Ready for use. 
Pat up in 3 sizes $b. 1-Ib., and 
2b. Jars. 





moderate prices, 
Obtainable from all Chemis 
Sole proprietors: 
Harkness, Beaumont & Co., Edinburgh. 
Wholeside Importers for Shanghai : 
Shanghai Dispensary, 586 Foochow Road 
Sub-Agents for Hankow and districte: 
Viloudaki, Hiscock & Co. 
Sub-Agenta for Hongkong : 
Loxley & Co., Hongkong. 


Sole Agents for the East: 
GEORGE MATHESON & CO., 
1a Jinkee Road, Shanghai. 
Also by same makers and agents 
Edinburgh Malt Extract with the 
Finest Cod Liver Oil. Guaranteed 














pure. 
Moderate prices. 
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COUGHS, COLDS, 


ASTHMA, those too often fatal dloasee= 
FEVER, CHOUP,. AGU 
BRONCHITIS, | Tine oaiy Paiiative tn 
Aes be Chara a EURALGIA, “GOUT, 


DUARRHGA, DYSENTERY, & CHOLERA. 
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REUMATISM, TOOTHACHE, 
2s Bote. 





By Rev. JOBN MacGOWAN. 
Lights and Shadows of Chinese 
Life, 
$3.00 
Chinese Folk Lore, 
$2.50 


And to clear a limited number of sete 
(one set comprising 5 vols., or 90 
numbers) of 


THE EAST OF ASIA 
in special binding at 820 a set. 


North-China Daily News & Herald, Ltd. 
17 the Bund. 





TREATIES 


BETWEEN THE 


| BMPIRE OF CHINA AND 


THE FOREIGN POWERS 


Fifth Edition. Price $4. 
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A Victrola settles 
the Christmas question 


“What to 
give?” is best 
answered by a 
Victrola. It is 
the ideal gift as 
well as the ideal 
musical instru- 
" ment. 
We have the 
” proof right here 
 —the Victrola itself. Come in and see 
and hear the different styles—gr5 to 
$200. Victors $10 to $100. Terms 
to suit your convenience, if desired. 


Write for particulars. 


Correspondence invited. 





\ 00gle 
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A 
VICTOR-VICTROLA 


Is THE 


IDEAL ENTERTAINER 


for yourself and friends. 


A’ Musical Instrument that brings 
within your home All chat ie Best fo 
the World of Music 





Illustrated and descriptive 
catalogues of 


VICTROLAS & RECORDS. 
sent on application to the 


Vicror AGEnts : 


S. MOUTRIE & CO. 
LIMITED 


3 Nanking Road, Shanghai 
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Subscribers are notified that a 
form letter will be inserted in 
this naper, when necessary, bear- 
ina the date their subscription 
will expire, and allowing time 
for a reply by return. If no re- 
ply is received the paper will be 
stopped at the date of expiry. 
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THE AMERICAN 
NOTE. 


Dec. 31. 


It is impossible to comment 
adequately on the telegraphic 
summary published this morning 
of the Note just presented by the 
United States to Great Britain. 
It is necessary to wait until fur- 


ther details of the seizures com- 
plained of come to hand. Un- 
less, however, we are to suppose 
that all the British naval com- 
manders in the Atlantic have 
developed “nerves,” the seizure of 
American cargoes must in some 
cases at all events, have been 
justified by something more 
solid than suspicion. There 
must, at the very least, have 
e cases of such cargoes 
containing contraband of war and 
being destined for the enemy's 
consumption. Presumably the 


been 





Government of the United 
States has inquired into such 
cases, yet, if it has done so, how 
is it that we have heard nothing 
of any official guarantee being 
given to Great Britain that 
similar breaches of neutrality 
shall not occur in future? ‘Th 
expect that is, surely, in the 
cirenmstances ‘not to expect a 
great deal. ‘The first offences 
—and it is ridiculous to sup- 
pose there have been none— 
must have been notified to the 
United States. Was no satisfac- 
tory reply forthcoming? Tf not, 
then seiznres have naturally con- 
tinued. There is no desire on the 
part of Great Britain to in- 
fringe the rights of Americans 
or those of any other neutral 
people. Neither, however, is 
there any mystery in connexion 


























with trans-Atlantic trade. [* 
direction can be closely watchee 
and its character verified afte: 
arrival at the port of destination 
and as long as suspicion attaches 
to either one or the other Grea’ 
Britain has the right to hold it 
up. We have sufficient faith ir 
the good relations subsisting be- 
tween Britons and Americans t- 
speak with the same frankness ar 
the Note employs. 





THE MONARCH OF 
LOMBARD STREET. 


Dec. 31. 


The honour recently conferred 
on Mr. Walter Cunliffe, Gov- 
ernor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, is sufficiently exception- 
al to be worthy of special notice, 
especially in view of its possible 
effects on accepted theories in 


regard to his responsibilities. As 
everybody knows, the Bank of 


England is the Banker’s bank 


tain shall be solvent or insolvent. 


Yet few, if any, of the tradition- 
al theories capable of quotation 
recognize the responsibility to the 
nation which this fact involves. 
On the contrary, there are a 
whole series of authoritative 
statements from the time of Sir 

ich 





Robert Peel downwards 
deny that any such responsi 





expression of thi 


to enter at any length on the 
subject of the general mannge- 
ment of the Bank, meaning the 
Banking Department, as. the 
principle upon which the bnsi- 
ness is conducted does not differ. 
ag far as T am aware, from that 
of any well conducted bank in 
London.” And the constitution 
of the Rank’s executive is in 
keening with this view. It is 
‘@ shifting one and is composed of 
men who, whatever experience 
they may have in other busi- 
nesses, have not any spe- 
cial knowledge of the brsi- 
ness of banking. In fact, full as 












and therefore keeps the ultimate 
cash reserve of the whole coun- 
try. On the wisdom of its direct- 
ors depends whether Great. Bri- 

















il British institutions are of 
-nomalivs, it would be difficult to 
id any greater than the dis- 
‘repancy which exists between 
she importance of the Bank and 
he theories and practices as 
sociated with its daily life. 

‘The peerage given to the pre- 
sent Governor ag a recognition 
of his services at the outbreak of 
he war may strengthen these 
theories or put an end to them. 
Tf it is viewed in the light in 
which the granting of a peerage 





is often regarded, as a reward, 


that is to say, for some special 
service to the State wh’ch vhe 
doer was not obliged, but took 
it upon himself, to perform, it 
will have the former effect. If, 
as seems more likely, it is looked 
npon a8 a recognition of the fact 
that had the Governor and his 
assistants failed to behave in the 
way they did the — financial 
machinery of the nation would 
have come hopelessly to grief, it 
will have the latter, for the logical 
consequence of 80 public a re- 
cognition must be some new 
formulation of the Bank's  posi- 
tion. Such a result, if it takes 
place, will have more than 
theoretical importance. It ‘ill 
lead, or should do, to reforms in 
the Bank's executive which, 
at present constituted, is not, in 
the opinion of a great many ek- 
perts, in conformity with the in- 
stitution’s powers as monarch of 
Lombard Street. It may also be 
the starting point of closer re- 
lationships between the Govern- 
ment and the conntry’s finan- 
cial bodies as a whole. Whether 











| that would be a good thi 
exists. ‘They all favour the view has oe rd 


that the Bank of England is only 
a Bank like any other bank, 2 
company like other companies, 
and that in this position it has no 
public duties at all. The classic 
theory is con- 
tained in the dictnm of a former 
director, who in his book on the 
Bank says. "T do not intend here 


or not is a thorny question 
capable of the most elaborate 
argument. Hitherto the ac- 
cepted principle has been that 
the less the Government interferes 
with the business of the country, 
whether banking or mercantile, 
the better, and unquestionably 
the results attained have been 
highly satisfactory. ‘The same 
principle, however, bas ruled in 
other departments cf national fife 
and in many of them has re- 
quired modification. The idea 
that “‘the Englishman's home is 
his castle,” an iden inseparably 
connected with the policy of 
“laissez faire,’ is being tested 
more severely than it has evar 
been tried before, and juct as it 
may yet be fonnd necessary to 
convert a voluntary military sys- 
tem into a compnisory one, so it 
may he necessary to introduce 
greater coordination and direction 
of effort into the financial system 
of the country. 





Original f 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 


NOTES & COMMENTS. 


THE SHUIWUCHU. 

According to the Chinese Press 
the Shuiwuchu or Bureau of Taxes 
hortly to become an independent 
‘institution, that is to say it is not 
in future to be subordinate even in 
theory to any Ministry. It is to 
consist of three departments pre- 
sided over by a President and a 
Vice-President and to have a staff 
of thirty secretaries, That sounds 
& very moderate number for so 
important © body and it will be 
interesting to see how long the| & 
figure remains as small and how 
much of the work indicated by the 
Bureau's title will in practice be 
done by other boards specially con- 
stituted to relieve pressure of work. 
Meanwhile, the important thing to 
note is that the work of the In- 
spector-General of Customs should 
be facilitated by the concentration 
of more power in the hands of the 




















Bureau's President, and if the 
change in its status helps to do 
this it will have been well worth 


making. 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

The Prefect of Shanghai has in 
formed his subordinates that, in 
consequence of the large number 
of petty offences committed in the 
district and the resultant crowding 
of the prisons, punishment may be 
meted out with the bamboo. 
yeary the police authori 
Bettlement li endeavoured to 
obtain the re-introduction of the 
bamboo at the Mixed Court; pre- 
viously ite use bad » salutary effect 
upon a class of criminals that finds 
ordinary imprisonment tomewhat 
of arelief from the burden of 
eking out s precarious existence 

















by fair means or foul, There is no 
suthoritative information as to 
whether the bamboo is to be 


automatically introduced at the 
Mixed Court now that the Prefect 
has found it necessary in the Chi- 
nese City, but it is quite clear that 
be has no stronger grounds for 
desiring its application to criminals 
than have the authorities in the 
Settlement. 


HARBIN MUNICIPALITY. 

The exchange of notes between 
the British and Russian Ministers 
in Peking with reference to the pi 
ment of Municipal taxes in Harbin 
by British firms has been most 
ourably commented upon in Russian 
commercial circles Harbin 

















and it is generally — thought 
that representatives of other 
Powers will also follow _ suit, 
i ig that their national 





resident in North Manchuria should 
contribute towards the upkeep of 
the Municipalities, As our Harbin 
correspondent has frequently point- 
ed out, it is only fair and reason- 
able that all foreign residents should 
pay their proper share of local levies 
necessary to the maintenance of the 
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community in which they live and 
whose protection they enjoy. In 
the past it was always the Germans! 
who stubbornly refused to contri- 
bute and they were strenuously sup- 
ported by their Consul. 


FOOTBALL AND THE WAR. 
On November 27 an important 
decision was arrived at by the 
London Newspaper Proprietors’ 
Association, & unanimous agree- 
ment being made to refrain 
from giving descriptive reports 
of football matcher and _ to 
only the bare results This 
decision does not surprise those 
followed the campaign 
been going on against 
the continuance of football for the 
past few weeks. Several journals 
have advocated a complete sus- 
pension of the game for the rest of 
the war, while professional football 
has become the object of general 
attack. Punch, it will be remem- 
bered, gave a lead with a very 
excellent cartoon. It not 
fair, however, that the professional 
footballer alone should be at- 
tacked: the people to “go for” 
are the idle crowds who live for 
nothing but football matches when 
there is much more nerious work on 
hand. 


THE THEORY OF COAST 


DEFENCE. 
Home newspapers to hand yes. 

















terday state that the bombardment 
of Zeebrugge was undertaken  be- 
cause the Germans attempted to 
establish s base for submarines at] 
that port. The military cor- 
respondent of “The Times” com- 





of the — German 
illustrates the impractic- 
of maintaining © naval base in 
of either pomerfal guns, or & feat 
ceep the sea clear. The! 
deatetction St Zeebragge may or may not 
suggest to the German mind the compara- 
tive futility of attempting to. utilize 
Calais, should the Germans that 
town, as a base for undertaking offensive 
operations against this country. Calais 
could ‘be destroyed from the sex by a 
ywadron carrying heavy guns. In fact, 
fa the lack of coast. fortifications. or = 
mine-field, the virtual command of the 
sea confers upon a powerful navy the 
command of the land for a distance 
land equal to the range of the shi 
guns, provided that the littoral is flat 


. 
Site 
etc 


























Dec. 31. 


SCIENTIFIC WORK IN 
CHINA. 

Whether the scheme suggested 
by Professor Gist Gee in our cor- 
respondence columns this morning 
is a practicable one remains to be 
seen. There certainly seems to be 
no very great difficulty in its way, 
none, at all events, which genuine 
enthusiasm cannot surmount, and 
no cause is more worthy of enthus- 
iastic support than that of educa- 
tion, especially scientific education, 








in China. It is on the scientific side 
that the mental equiment of the 
average Chinese is especially lack. 
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ing. His classics provide him with » 
certain amount of philosophy and 
with moral ideas of a high standard, 
while the mere ab’lity to read them 
trains his memory to ® pitch of 
excellence far exceeding that reach. 
ed by the average European. But 
he does not learn to think until he 
euters foreign school and only 
those who have taught him know 
how extraordinarily feeble his first 
efforts are. 


ARMED ROBBERIES. 

Our correspondent E. H. G. ap: 
pears to be in ignorance as to the 
steps which have been taken by 
the Municipal Police authorities to 
place their men ine position to 
deal effectively with bad characters 
in the settlement. We dealt with 
this question not very long ago, 
but it may, perhaps, be _ helpful 
to our correspondent and others 
briefly to state the facts again. 
Whilst on night duty all the 
Sikh Police are armed with 
carbines and all the Foreign 
Police with revolvers, while the 
Chinese and Foreign Detectives are 
supplied with autom 
night duty—as far as c 
is concerned—extending from 
o'clock in the afternoon. 
Chinese Police are’ not at present 
armed, but a scheme iv under con. 
sideration whereby @ sufficiently 
large number of them will very 
shortly be. Armed robberies are 
disturbing things, but. our corres 
pondent need not fear that the 
Police authorities are not fully 
alive to their dangers. 


OFFICIAL RETICENCE. 

The suppression of harmless but 
interesting news from the front has 
been objected to in Parliament and 
the Press, but, notwithstanding the 
assurance given by Lord Kitchener 
in the House of Lords, there hss 
been little improvement in the 
censorship. No Briton desires that 
anything which could militate 
against success in the field should 
be revealed, but most people feel 
that more | might be said, for in- 
stance, about the achievements of 
the different regiments. The bril- 
liant charge of the London Scottish 
was briefly referred to but des- 
criptive accounts were unobtainable 
because no correspondents were 
present: similarly the splendid 
ge of the Lancashire Regiment 
only became known by _ chance. 
Indian troops were at Tsingtao, 
and they are now in France and 
Belgium, Egypt, Arabia and East 
Africa, yet very little news of them 
is published by the Press Bureau. 
Why should not their exploit be 
made known to India? Rajputana 
would glow over the deeds of the 
Sikhs, Nepaul would thrill at ac 
counts of the bravery of the 
Gurkkas. The British army needs 
a little more advertising if 
protracted war calls for another 
million or two of men. 
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BRITISH NAVAL RAID ON CUXHAVEN. 
UNIQUE FIGHT UNDER NOVEL CONDITIONS. 
HARD STRUGGLES ON THE PILICA AND BZURA. 
ALLIES’ FORWARD MOVEMENT IN BELGIUM. 
‘WRIDAY, DEO. 35. ic eho ib anal Lisbon, Deo. 23, 


ALLIES FORCING THE 
GERMANS BACK. 


Through Renter's Agency. 
Paris, Dec. 23. 

The official communiqué issued 
this afternoon states: 

“Yesterday we made slight pro- 
gress between the North Sea and 
the road from Nieuport to Wes- 
‘tende and also in the districts of 
Btoenstraete and Bixschoote, where 
we captured a wood, some houses 
‘and a redoubt. . We recaptured, 
in cooperation with the Britis 
the village of ,Givenchy-1 -lee-Bassée, 

‘A thick fog in the region of 
Arras checked our activities. 

There have been artillery engage- 
ments eastward of Amiens, on the 
Aisne and also in Champagne. 

‘This afternoon’s communiqué 
eontinues 

At Perthes-les-Hurlas, after a 
lively cannonade and two assaults, 
wo captured the last section of the 
line, an average gain of 800 metres. 
Woe captured, in the last trench 
taken, a detachment of quick-firers 
with the men and equipment. We 
repulsed @ vigorous counter-attack. 

‘We also made progress north- 
eastward of Beau Sejour, whore 
the enemy once more made an un- 
‘successful counter-attack. 

‘There bas been an appreciable’ 
advance in the Bois de la Grutie, 
over a trench front of 400 metres, 
to a depth varying to 250 metres. 
blew up two of the German 
lines and occupied the excavations! 
thus formed. 

Fighting is proceeding in the 
region of Boureuilles, but the re- 
sults scored yesterday, which were 
of some importance, do not appear 
to have been altogether maintained. 

There is nothing to report else- 
where. 

















Dec. 24. 

‘The official communiqué issued 
at 11 o'clock yesterday evening 
says: 

‘Tho progress of our attacks be- 
tween the Meuse and the Argonne 
has been almost completely main- 
tained. Our front in this region 
has reached the wire entanglements 
of the enemy at the  eouth-west 
salient at Bois Forges, east of 
Cuisy, and runs along the road 
leading to Bois Boureuilles. 


of importance, 


GERMAN BLOCKHOUSES 
DESTROYED. 


[ynom ynexcn consuL, sHaxonAt.) 


Paris, Deo. 93. 

Official:—During the 9°nd_ the 
Allies made progress at different, 
points between the North Sea and 
the Lys. French and _ British 
troops have recaptured Givenchy. 

On the Aisne and in Champagne 
the French artillery compelled the 
enemy to evacus many trenches. 
1] Between the railway to Laon and 
the road to Neufchatel the French 
captured the last part of the Ger- 
man line conquered by us on the 
11th instant; they also repulsed a 
Jcounter-attack and captured a seo 
tion of quick-firing guns. 

Near Perthes we have progressed 
800 metres, and 950 metres in the 
wood of La Grutie. 

Near Four do Paris we have des- 
troyed two armoured _blockhouses 
and one battery of 77 millimetre 
guns and one of 150 millimetres. 












GERMAN ATTEMPT TO 
CROSS THE BZUPA. 


FAILURE OF A DETERMINED 
EFFORT. 


Petrograd, Dec. 24. 

The official bulletin issued last 
night states: ‘The operations on 
the sind were generally favourable 
to us on all fronts, but especially on 
the rivers Nida and Dunajetz and 
in the Carpathians. 

The Germans concentrated their 
efforts during the night and all 
day, on the 22nd, in an attempt to 
force @ passage across the river 
Brura and the river Rawka in an 
endeavour to reach Skierniwice; 
they were thrown back across the 
rivers to their old positions, losing 
enormously.” 


THE GERMAN ATTACK ON 
PORTUGESE C COLONIES. 


SIGQROUR ACTION BY THE 
UBLIO. 
Saas Dec, 23. 
Reuter is officially informed that| 
the Germans from South-West! 
Africa are advancing against An- 
gola in force. 








UNIVERSITY OF 


The Chamber has adopted a re- 
solution of confidence that the Go- 
vernment will continue to defend 
the Republic vigorously and to 
expedite the arrangements for mili- 
tary defence of the colonies and 
also preparations for intervention 
in the war by the side of Great 
Britain. 





ROYAL GIFT FOR SOLDIERS 
AND SAILORS. 


GREETINGS FROM THE KING. 
London, Dec, 24. 

Every soldier in the trenches, 
and every sailor on the North Sea 
and the wounded men in hospital 
receive to-morrow, as a personal 
greeting from the King and Queen, 
cards bearing Their Majesties por- 
traite and Christmas wishes én 
facsimile writing. 

The King, at a special sitting, 
had his portrait taken, in » khaki 
uniform for the soldiers, and as an 
Admiral of the Fleet for the Navy. 

The Christmas Card for both 
sailors and soldiers is inscribed 
“May God protect you and bring 





you Home safe” and for the 
wounded ‘May you soon be 
restored to health.” 

The cards are enclosed in special 





envelopes bearing the Royal Arms 
in crimson. Some 180 packing cases 
were needed for the conveyance of 
the vast number sent. 





NEW ADMIRALS. 


PROMOTIONS OF EIGHT 
FLAG OFFICERS. 

A number of promotions ‘of ad- 
mirals and captains: were recently 
announced by the Admiralty. 

‘There were all due in the natural 
course of seniority, and are not pro- 
motions for war services, 

They were as follows :— 

‘Vice-Admirals the Hon. Sir Stauley C. 


J. Colville, Sir A. M. Farquhar, and E. 
ona to be Admi 





ice-Admiral 
be Admiral on the is 
ear Admiral Sie HHL. Peirse to be 
Vice-Admiral. 
Captains E. F. A. Gaunt and E. J. 
Prendergast to be Rear-Admirals. 
Captain H, H. Stileman (retired) to be 
Rear-Admiral on the retired list. 


MICHIGAN 
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GERMAN Y_REPORTS. 


The Editor takes no responsibility for 
the ausertions of Cerman teperte. 


“ Ostasiatlscher Lloyd.” 
Berlin, Dec. 22. 

The German Foreign Office pub- 

lishes the following report: 
Headquarters, Dec. 92. 

Near Nieuport and in the re 
gion of Yprea it is generally quiet. 
‘the brit-sh, reinforced ty French 
territorials, made desperate at- 
tacks yesterday and last night to 
reconquer the positions near St. 
Hubert and Givenchy lost by them 
on the “Och instant, but their at- 
tacks failed. The British ssccced- 
the region of Richbourg in 
regaining a footing in their former 
Positions. Yesterday the French at 
tacks in the region of Albert. 
north-east of Compiegne and near 
Bouin and Perthes, were repulsed 
with heavy losses for the enemy. 

In the western part of the 
Argonnes the Germans have taken 
some trenches. 

In the East Argonnes and north 
and north-west of Verdun the 
French attacks have been easily re- 
pulsed, at the cost of heavy losses 











the attacks are being continued, but 
it cannot be told therefrom whether 
the attacks are made against 
the Russian rearguard or against 
the Russian main army. The sit- 
uation in west Galicia is clearer. 
The Russians are holding the east 
bank of the Dunajec up to Tocholt 
as well as another line which 
tends south eastward and 
ing Krosno. Heavy fighting ia 
Proceeding on both lines and also 
in the Impoff pass. 

A despatch from Budapest says 
that the Austrians are preparing a 
final blow against the Servians, Sur 
no. intimation is made as to what 
form it will take. 

‘The German papers are publish. 
ing an unofficial statement from 
the headquarters answering the 
official French War bulletin of the 
18th instant. The French report 
has asserted that several trenchet 
have been taken by the French at 
Auchy-Les-Hesdin, La-Bassée, Loos 
St. Laurent and Blangy. The re- 
ply says that all these places are 
lying in the r of the German 
positions. The French report bas 
said that the French reached the 
entanglements of Germany’s second 
line of trenches near Albert. The 





























for the French. 
The ation in east and west 





asia is unchanged. 
In Poland violent fighting is go- 
ing on on the Bzura and Raffka the 
Germans in many places have al- 
ready forced a crossing of these 








rivers. The fight 
troops on the right bank of the 
Pillica is being continued. 

Berlin, Dec. 23. 
The “Deutscher Ueberseedienst * 
reports: 
The Russian attempt to in- 


fluence Norway economically and 
politically has been prevented by 
the meeting of the monarchs of the 
three Scandinavian kingdoms at 
‘Malmoe. 

Lieutenant Prendzynsky, a Ger- 
man naval aviator, has flown over 
Dover, thrown bombs on the town 
and reconnoitred the position of 
the British fleet. 

Russian court-martials in Po 
land have ordered numerous Jews! 
to be hanged. 

The populace of Sunderland have 
destroyed German shops. The 
police made no arrests. 

It is reported from Lisbon, that 
twenty-five members of the | Por- 
tuguese Unionist party have given 
up their seats in the Chamber of 
Deputies in order to protest 
against Portugal taking part in 
the war. 

The finding of General Joffre’s 
army order to take the offensive has 
confirmed the belief held here for 
some days that the Allies in che 
west are about to attempt a for- 
ward movement. Thus far, how- 
ever, their attempts have failed 
everywhere, and the situation seems 
te be little changed. 

The report of the headquarters 
concerning the east mentions that 





rep'y admits that 80 Frenchmen 
came so far, but they were then all 
captured. fhe French assert that 


We have captured 400 metres of 
German trenches at Mesnilles- 
Hurles and repelled = counter- 
attack. 

The Germans attempted to 
assume the offensive near Ville-sur- 
Trouble, but were dispersed by our 
artillery. 

We have gained a little ground at 
Bois de la Grurie and repulsed an 
attack towards Bagatell 

‘There were no operations in the 
region of Verdun owing to the mist. 

The enemy made an ansuccessful 
counter-attack at Bois de Consen- 
voye. 

Our infantry, by a forward rush 
at Ban-de-Sapt, made some progress 
and established itself on the ground 
it had won. 

Nothing of importance is reported 
from Upper Alsace. 





Deo. 2. 

An official communiqué issued 
at 11 o'clock yesterday evening 
states: 

North of the Lys, the enemy 
bombarded the approaches to 
Ypres, the Commines road and tho 
roads from Langemarck, but deliv- 
ered no attack. 

Our troops made slight progress 
in front of La Bois Selle, north-east 
of Albert. 

‘A German attack last night 
against Bt Mard wood, east of 





all the German attacks near St. 
Hubert have failed. It is answer- 
ed by the statement that the Ger- 
mans have taken 800 prisoners in 
those attacks, utterly exterminat- 
ing the 9th battalion of the French 
Chasseurs. Other statements of the 
same French bulletin are also cate- 
ically denied. 

The Germanphobe Copenhagen 
newspaper“ Politiken” complains 
of the impediments to neutral ship- 
ping by the searching of cargo: 
boats, the danger from mine: 
of the British Admi 
steamers to leave 

Replying to the indignation «f 
the British press about the Ger- 
man bombardment of Hartlepool 
and Scarborough, German papers 
state that these places were forti 
fied by forts and batteries, while 
‘on the other hand the British have 
bombarded unfortified Belgians. 
watering places, as for instance 
Westende. The Copenhagen 
“Kkstrabladed” declares that the 
British indignation at the bom- 
bardment is stupid hypocrisy. 























MONDAY. 


FORWARD MOVEMENT OF 
THE ALLIED LINE. 


Through Reuter's Agency. 
Paris, Dec. 24. 

The communiqué issued this after- 

noon continues: We have consoli- 

dated yesterday's progress in the 











regions of Craonne and Reims. 
All counter-attacks on the posi- 
tions captured near Perthes were 





repulsed. 


UNIVE 





Tracy-le-Val, was repulsed. 

We are improving the trenches 
captured on Tuesday near Puissa- 
leine. 





‘The ground taken in the district 
of Sapt, near Launois and north of 
St. Die has been held and strength- 
ened. 


ARTILLERY DUELS AND 
INFANTRY ATTACKS. 

The official communigué issued 
this afternoon states: 

Intermittent artillery 
ments occurred in Belgium. 

We made progress in the region of 
Vermelles. 

‘We seized part of the village of 
Bois Selle, north-east of Albert. 

We also’ made progress in the 
Lihons district. These attacks were 
carried out in a very dashing man- 
ner. Everywhere we retained the 
ground we had won. 

Our artillery, southward of the 
Oise, wrecked positions at Bailly 
and the Plateau of Nouvron. 

There have been artillery duels 
and several infantry attacks along 
the Aisne and in Champagne, which 
we repulsed, especially near Berry- 
au-Bac, where we advanced slightly 
and completely defeated a strong 
counter-attack. 

Our previous progress at Perthes 
and Mesnil was followed up and 
consolidated. North of Mesnil, we 
took a strongly fortified wood. We 
are now masters of the whole of the 
enemy's front line of defence in 
these regions. 

From the North Sea to the Lys 
we advanced, by sapping, in the 
dunes. We repulsed an attack be- 
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fore Lombsertzyde and carried a 
group of houses at Zwartetten, 
‘to the south-east of Ypres, and re- 
Pulsed a counterattacks a! 7 as 
‘the southern ‘end of the vil 

Tn spite of very lively artillery 
fire, the Belgian Army pushed for- 
ward detachments on the right 
bank of the Yser, to the south of 
Dixmude, and organized their posi- 
tion at the bridge head. 

_ Fog in the region of Arras co: 
tinues to make operations impos 
le. 

There have been artillery combats 
eastward and south-eastward  o} 
Amiens, especially in the neighbour. 
hood of Lassigny. 

‘The Zouaves, throughout the day, 
brilliantly repulsed several attacks, 
In the regioa of the Aisne we re- 
main masters of the German tren- 
ches, 


OPERATIONS aN SNOW 
AND 

At the Bois de Fe pon Baga. 
telle, Fontaine Madame and Saint 
Hubert we threw back five attacks 
and preserved our front. 

Wo advanced between the Ar- 
gonne and the Meuse in spite of 
snow and fog. 

Along the front from Boureuilles 
to Vuquois our heavy artillery 
forces overcame the enemy’s batter- 

and quick-firers, allowing our 
infantry to dash forward. Our 
artillery also compelled the enemy 
to evacuate several trenches at 
Ailly and Apremont. 











We advanced to within 1,6v0 
metres of Cirey. 
The official communiqué issued 





this eveaing says 

We have made a slight advance 
from Nieuport. 

An attack of the enemy at Nocre 
Dame-de-Lorette, north of Lens, 
was repulsed, 

We captured another trench this 
morning near Puissalei d keld 
the ground notwithstanding severe! 
counter-attacks. 

The enemy last night made a 
vigorous but unsuccessful attack in 
the Vosges at Teterde Faux. 

» Dec. 26, 

The official simmonlaa issued 
this afternoon states: 

‘There was cannonading from the 
North Sea to the Lys, but fog in- 
terfered with operations. 

We repulsed, between the Lys 
and the Oise, counter-attacks at 
Noulettes, Bois Selles and Lihons. 
One trench was lost and then re- 
captured. 

We learn that a very strong Ger- 
man attack was repulsed at Chivy, 
north-east of Soupir. 
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Our artillery, in the region 
Perthes, silenced _ the 
which were bombard'ng the trenches 
we recently captured. Two strong 
counter-attacks were repulsed on 
Thursday night. 

Yesterdsy fresh counter-attacks 
at Perthes were particularly violent 
along a front of 1,500 metres; they 





batteries! 


were executed by important effec- 
tive troops and were completely 
checked by our forces. 

There is nothing to report from 
the Argonne and from between the 
Meuse and the Moselle. 

We made appreciable progress in 
Upper Alsace. In front of Cerroy 
we reached the edge of some woods 
on the hills to the west of that 
town and maintained our positions. 
We occupy the outskirts of Aspache 
in spite of counter-attacks. 

P 





The official communiqué issued 


at 11 yesterday evening states that | men. 


nothing important had occurred on 
‘any part of the front. 
—_+-_—_ 


HARD FIGHTING ON THE 
PILICA AND BZURA. 


THREE DAYS’ STRUGGLE 
REVIEWED. 


[PROM RUSSIAN LEGATION, PEY"NG.] 
Petrograd, Dec. 23. 

‘On the 22nd actions were general 
and developed favourably. The 
most important successes were 
gained on the rivers Nida and 
Dunajec (Dunaitz) and also in the 
Carpathians region. 

The German vanguards again at- 
tempted to cross our frontier in the 
direction of Mlawa, 


Between the lower Vistula and 
the Pilica, on the 22nd, all day and 
night, the German forces concen- 
trated their efforts to force crossings 
over the river Bzura and the river’ 
Ravka (Rawa), o tributary of the 
Brura, at Mistrjevize, Bolimow and 
near Skierniewice. were 
thrown back over these rivers at 
all points by our counter-attacks to 
their original positions, suffering 
enormous losses. In the  re- 
gion of Skierniewicz we counted 
upwards of 1,000 dead. Our success 
ly due to the use of motor 























A stubborn fight was continued 
near the villages of Ezerjez and 
Rojyovavolia, westward of Nova 
miasto, 8 town on the left bank of 
the Pilica. We continued success- 
fully to advance along the right 
bank of the Pilica in the region of 
Opoczne and Tomazoff. 

Our success continued to develop 
in Galicia south of the Vistula, and 
we captured on the 20th and 2ist 
sixty-six officers and 5,600 men, 
three guns and ten  quick-frers 
whi'e, in the Carpathians, during 





our pursuit of the Austrians on the 
and 


22nd, we took thirty officers 
1,800 men. 

‘The Austrians in Przemysl ai 
made a sortie. Several companies 
of Austrian troons were almost al 
nihilated, the remnants being cap- 
tured. We also took an Austrian 
narrow-gauge railway. The Russians 
are using captured quick-firers 
against the advancing Austrian re- 
serves. 








UNI 


Later. 

On the banks of the Pilica, in the 
region of Inowlodz, there has been 
stubborn fighting. We threw back 
the Germans who had crossed to 
the right bank of the river. 

On the banks of the Nida, on the 
send and 23rd, there was fighting 
along the whole front; it was part- 
ieularly stubborn on the lower 
course of the river between Visliza 
and Korezin. 

On the south of the Vistula fight- 
ing continues to develop successful- 
ly. We captured a further 1,500 






‘There is nothing important to re- 
port in East Prussia, in the region 
of Przemysl, and in the Car- 
pathians. 

The Turks in the Caucasus on 
the 92nd were most active in the 
Airection of Oltinsk; in the direction 
of Sarakamyjsk they delivered » 
series of unsuccessful attacks; and 
in the direction of Van their ad- 
vanced ended in their assuming the 
defensive, which we crushed after 
stubborn’ fighting. We captured 
some prisoners, guns and ammuni- 
tion, 


ANNIHILATION OF A GERMAN 
REGIMENT. 


Petrograd, Dec. 24. 

A communiqué says: Last night 
we completely routed considerable 
German forces which had crossed to 
the right bank of the Bzura, One 
German regiment was almost com- 
pletely annihilated and left bebind 
590 prisoners. The enemy on 
same night made violent attacks in 
the Bolimoff district, but were 
everywhere repulsed. 

“Most obstinate fighting continued 
on the banks of the Pilica, We 
drove back the Germans appearing 
on the right bank of the river. 

“The battle raged on the whole 
front along the river Nida, and was 
particularly fierce on the lower 
bank, During the last two days’ 
fighting we took to the north of 
Pinczoff, fifty-seven officers and 
3,000 men, and to the south of Pin- 
czoff, eight officers and 600 men. 














“Our successes of the preceding 
southward of the Vistula were 





no essential change 


GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN 
PRISONERS IN RUSSIA. 


Petrograd, Dee. 95. 

‘The total number of German pri- 
soners in Russia on the 23rd was 
1,140 officers and 131,737 men; Aus- 
trian prisoners 3,186 officers and 
221,447 men. 

An official communiqué says: 
There has been no change along the 
whole front on the left bank of the 
Vistula and in Galicia, 

The Germans on the night of the 
83rd and all the next day delivered 
attacks chiefly in the region of 
Sechaczovo and Bolimoff, all of 
which were repulsed. 
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ates continues on the bank of 
e 

During the development of our 
offensive on the spurs of the Car- 
pathians, two regiments crossed the 
river Jasiolka to their waists in icy- 
cold water under a murderous 
fire, dislodged the Austrians from 
their positions with the bayonet 
and captured 154 prisoners. 





REPULSE OF GERMANS 
AT ALL POINTS. 
[rmom RUsstAN LEOATION, PEKING. | 

Petrograd, Dec. 26. 

On the left bank of the Vistula 
there was no change worth men- 
tioning. Between the lower Vistu- 
Is and the Pilitza the actions 
on the 25th were much less viol- 
ent with of 
the Pilitzs 
where, the whole night and day, 
stubborn engagements were 
ceeding. 

The fighting with the Aust 
forces on the lower Nida 
similarly subborn character. 
captured in this district, on the 
Mtb, sixty eight officers and 4,000 





pro- 








‘The fighting in Galicia, on the 
whole front, was favourable. 
In the Caucasus, in the region 


of Dutaks, the enemy attempted to 
advance in a different direction but 
were repulsed and retreated. 

There was no change on 
other fronts. 





the 


A GERMAN ADMISSION. 
Amsterdam, Dec, 9. 


To-night’s Berlin communiqué 
makes the important admiesion that 
“We have ceased our attacks 
tho region of the Bzura. 
passages in the communiqué in. 
dicate that the Russians are making 
ground. 

An Austrian official communtqué 

that the Russian forces in 

Galicia continued the offensive 
movement they recently began and 
recaptured, with superior forces, 
Krosno-waslo. 

The Austrians re-captured Ysok 
Pass after four days fightin 

The situation in the Balkans 
quiet. 


THE DEFEAT OF THE 
AUSTRIANS IN SERVIA. 


AN OFFICIAL EXPLANATION. 
Vienna, Dec. 23. 

An official communiqué explain- 
ing the defeat of the Austrian forces 
in Servia says that sufficient regard 
had not been paid to the difficulties 
caused by bad weather which made 
it impossible to supply the troops. 
Severe losses are inevitable, 

The communiqué concludes by 
stating that the Commander-in- 
Chief, General Potiorek, has re- 
signed on account of his health and 
has been succeeded by Archduke 
Eugen. 























Harbin, Deo. 24. 
Considerable forecs of Austrian 
troops made an attempt to attack 
some Servian transports on the 
Dunai, near Prahiff, but were re- 
pulsed. 
—_—_ 


ENCOUNTERS WITH THE 


Dec. %. 

penetrated 
burned a steamer wharf 
on the Lake of Urmia and pillaged 
the villages. The Governor of the 
province has protested and resigned. 














(720m sarrisn troaTion, PEKrxo.] 
London, Dec. 23. 
The Russian Caucasus Staff re 
port that the Turks have been de- 
feated near Van with severe losses. 
The Russians captured one moun- 
tain gun. 





Dec. 24. 
The Russian destroyers in the 
Black Sea bombarded the coast vil- 
lages south of Batoum where the 
Turkish troops were concentrated. 
Four fully laden feluccas were 
sunk. 





GERMAN AEROPLANES 
OVER ENGLAND. 


AN ENGAGEMENT IN THE AIR. 
London, Dec. %. 

‘The Press Bureau states that an 

aeroplane appeared over Dover at 


11 o'clock this morning and dropped |! 


a bomb which exploded in a garden 
but did no damage, The aeroplane 
was only seen for s few seconds 
and left flying towards the Con- 
tinent. 

British air craft. immediately | 
ascended, but the enemy was not 
seen again. The weather was 
cloudy and foggy at the time. 

Dec, 25. 

The War Office announces that a 
hostile aeroplane was sighted at| 
12.30 this afternoon flying very high 
from east to west over Sheerness. 
An aircraft ascended in pursu't and 
engaged the enemy who, after be 
ing hit three or four times, was 
driven off towards the sea. 

a 


SOUTH AFRICAN REBELS. 
London, Dec. 2%. 
The Governor-General of the 


Union of South Africa reports a 
further capture of rebels. 








A FRENCH BATTLESHIP 
TORPEDOED. 


LITLE DAMAGE AND NO 
CASUALTIES. 
Ps Dec. 24. 
Official—An Austrian submarine 
launched two torpedoes at a French 
battleship in the Straits of Otranto. 
One of the torpedoes hit the battle- 
ship but little damage was done. 
There were no casualties. 











THE CRUISER DRESDEN. 
* Paris, Dec. 25. 

It is officially stated that the 
German cruiser Dresden, which 
escaped at the Battle of the Falk- 
land Islands, reached Punta, 
‘Arenas, in the Strait of Magellan, 
lcoaled ‘there and left. 


GENERAL SURVEY OF 
THE WAR. 





THE SHANGHAI VOLUNTEERS 
AT HOME. 


Anglo-Chinese Agency. 
London, Deo. 26. 
It is officially stated | that the 
Christmas trade was the best for 
thirty years owing to the amount of 
employment. 





The 
were welcomed by Mr. 
Anderson, the Chairman cf 
the China Association. Several 
scores of men have arrived from 
the Federated Malay States, while 
others are expected in the near 
future. 

The troops at the front received 

mass of comforts and other pre- 
sents at Christmas. 

The Allies are making satisfactory 
progress and the German line in 
France is being pushed back. The 
men have ceased to bother about 
rawbacks, although the 


arrived and enlisted. 












The Russians also make 


whose losses are shown by official 
figures to be in prisoners alone 
'383,000 men and 4,300 officers. 

The attacks of German aeroplanes 
in the vicinity of Dover have proved 
harmless. 

The prices of foodstuffs are still 
normal, although some difficulties 
have arisen owing to the Inch of 
transport facilities. This is due 
to the oumber of vessels chartered 

for Government purpo 











THE LOYALTY OF EGYPT. 
GIFT OF A HOSPITAL TRAIN. 


Through Reuter's Agency. 
London, Dec. %. 

A hospital train has been placed 
at the disposal of the military au- 
thorities in Egypt through the 
generosity of the Egyptian Red 
Crescent Bociety which contributed 
£1,000 to this end. 


THE GREAT DANGER FOR 
GERMANY. 


[row saivisH teaaTION, PREING.] 
London, Dec. 9%. 

The “Norddeutscher Allgemeine 

Zeitung" says that the great dan- 

ger for Germany is a stoppage of 








UNIVERS 





Y OF MICHIGAN 


January 2, 1915. 





by 

would result in @ lack of nitrogen, 
which would lessen the harvest and 
also entails a shortage of ammuni- 


the import of  saltpetre. 


tion and explosive: 

The same paper also urges 
stricter measures for regulating 
Law Prices of corn before it is too 








CHRISTMAS GIFTS OF 
INDIAN PRINCES. 


(yRom sritisa LEGATION, PEKING. } 
; London, Di 

His Majesty the King bes 
cepted a fleet of motor ambulan 
as a Christmas gift to the British 
Army and Navy from the Mahara. 
jah of Gwalior. 

Tho Maharajah and Begum 
Bhopal are providing a hospital 
ship, and the Maharajah has sub- 
firibed £38,000 towards relief 
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FRENCH WAR CREDITS 
PASSED. 
Paris, Deo. 2%. 
Parliament voted | unanimous- 
ly, amid cheers, war credits ex- 
ceeding £341,000,000, and then ad- 
journed indefinitely. 


GERMAN REPORTS. 





The Editor takes no responsi 
tha assertions of German pono bd 


“ Osteslatischer Lloyd.” 
Berlin, Deo. 34. 

The German Foreign Office pub- 

lishes the following report: 
Headquarters, Deo. 93. 

The German troops have easily 
repuleed the attacks in the Downs 
near Lombaertzyde and south of 
Bixschoote. Near Richebourg the 
British wore yesterday again dis- 
lodged from their position 
pite desperate counter-attacks all 
positions taken from the British 
between Richebourg and the Chan- 
nel from Aire to La Bassée have 
been fortified. Since December 20, 
750 coloured and British prisoners 
have been taken and five machine 
guns and four mine throwers have 
been captured. 

The enemy is developing great 
activity in the environs of — the 
camp of Chalons. 

The attacks north of 
south-east of Reims, near Souain 
and Perthes have been repulsed 
with heavy losses for the French. 





Billery, 





In east and west Prussia the 
situation is unchanged. 
Fighting on the Brure and 


Raffka is being continued. 

There is no change of the situa- 
tion on the right bank of the 
Pilica, 


lishes the following report: 
feadquarters, Deo. 24. 
The enemy did not repeat hi: 
attacks in the region of Nieuport 
The Germans took 230 prisoners in 


| position to be extremely 
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the fight near 
2ist instant. 

The enemy is again very active 
near the Camp de Chalona His 
strong artillery fire was followed by 
infantry attacks near Souain and 
Perthes which have been repulsed, 
The took over 10 prison- 
ers in an obstinate struggle with 
the French. 

The German troops have again 
taken the offensive at Soldau and 
Neidenburg and they repuked th 
Russians in several days’ fighting 
near Mlawa. The enemy’s position 
near Mlawa has been retaken by 
the Germans who took altogether 
more than 1,000 prisoners, 

On the Bzura and Raffka violent 
bayonet fighting is going on; the 
Russian losses are great. 

On the right bank of the Pilica, 
south-east of Tomazoff, the Rus. 
sians attacked several times but 
were repulsed by the allied troops 
with heavy losses. 

The “ Deutscher Ueberseedienst” 
reports: 

Tt is reported from Geneva, that 
the losses of the French in the 
last fights have been so enormous 
that General Joffre, the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, has left the respon- 
sibility for 's contin 
attacks to the decision 
generals. - 

The German Reichsbank has re- 
duced the discount from 6 to 5 
per cent. which fact is a favour- 
able sign of the German mony 
market during the war. 

As far as can be determined from 
the reports available, the situation 
has not been altered materially on 
r front during the last twenty- 
four hours. But there can be no 
question that heavy fighting is pro- 
ceeding slong the Brura, w'ere one 
may fairly assume the Russian 
strong ; 
their right wing apparently rests 

the Vistula affording protection 
jank attack, while 
they have in rear the fort- 
resses ot Novogeorgiovsk and 
Warsaw. The fact, however, 
that the Germans have suc 
ceeded in cutting the Russian lines 
in certain places by crossing the 
Bzura and Raffka should render 
easier the task of the Germans. 

A report from Vienna shows, that 
everything és comparatively quiet in 
middle and eouthern Poland, but 
that the Russians have again as- 
sumed the offensive in Galicia, al- 
though at the cost of heavy losses 
along the lower Dunajec. The Rus- 
sians are also still fighting in the 
region north and east of Ungvar 
(north Hungary), in the Car- 
pathians south of the Uzsuk pass. 
No news has come for several days 
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.|from the operations around Czer- 





novitz, nor from Sei 
The French submarine Curie 
(launched 1913, 850 tons) has been 
sunk in the Adriatic by Austrian 
eoast batteries and patrol ships. 








the] The Austrian submarine U, 19 


(launched in 1914, 1,001 tons) on 
December 21 attacked in the Strait 
‘of Otranto the French fleet consist- 
ing of sixteen capital ships fired 
torpedoes and twice hit the flag- 
ship Courbet (battleship of the 
Dreadnought type, launched in 
1911, 23,500 tone.) 

According to 8 Constantinople 
despatch of the “ Frankfurter Zei- 
tung”? @ Turkish army under the 
command of Deomal Pasha, the 
Turkish Minister of the Navy, 
has begun to march from Damascus 
towards the Suez Canal. A bro- 
ther of the Sheikh of the Senussi 
is on Decomal Pasha’s staff. Enver 
Pasha, the Turkish Minister of 
War, is in command of the troops 
near Erzerum 

Deputations of Indian Moham- 
medans have arrived at Con- 
stantinople, where they have been 
received with great jubilation, 

It is reported from Con- 
stantinople, that many Indian Mo- 
hammedans are deserting from the 
British army of occupation and are 
joining the Turks. 

French and Russian reports 
about troubles in Berlin are pure 
nonsense and hysterical lies. The 
population of Berlin is as calm and 
patriotic as it has always ben since 
the beginning of the war. 

“The Times” correspondent at 
Malacca declares that it would he 
in the British interest to protract 
the war, because it would give the 
British a better chance to supplant 
the rival German export interests. 

The Paris correspondent of the 
“Gazette de Lousanne” reports 
great French uneasiness about 
the British indifference with regard 
to the duration of the war, 
Criticism of the British attitude in 
the French papers was suppressed 
by the censor, But the Lousanne 
Paper states that grave consequ. 
ences will be unavoidable if Bri- 
tain is relying on the natural pro- 
tection afforded to her by her in- 
sular position, and disregards the 
fact that important French pro- 
vinoes are occupied by the enemy. 

The inspector of the Credit 
Foncier, reading before the Btatis- 
tical Society of Paris, has stated 
that the commercial value of the 
French territory occupied by the 
Germans is about ten milliard 
france. 

Parlamenghi Crispi declares in 
the Roman ‘‘Concordia,” that 
the British protectorate over Egypt 
is injuring Italy’s interests and 
jeopardizing the status quo in the 
Mediterranean. 

The Rome “ Vittoria” calls the 
damage done to the Italian mari- 
time commerce Bri and French 
piracy which is aimed at punishing 
Italy for taining her neutral- 
ity. Spain is also indignant atthe 
British seizure of the Spanish str. 
Leon. 
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TOESDAY. 
THE FRENCH ADVANCE 
IN ALSACE. 


Through Reuter's Agency. 


Paris, Dec. 27. 
The communiqué issued this! 
afternoon states: 





From the North Sea to the Lys! p: 


a calm prevailed, with  intermit- 
tent cannonades. 

‘There is nothing to report from 
the Lys to the Oise. 

‘There have been artillery duels 
along the Aisne and in Cham- 
pagne. The enemy, after a viol- 
ent bombardment, made a counter- 
attack in the region of Perthes, in 
an attempt to regain the trenches 


they have lost. The attack was 
immediately repulsed by our ar 
tillery and infantry. 

We progressed slightly in the 


Argonne and also near St. Hubert, 
where one company gained between 
a bundred and two hundred met 
We bombarded a ravine where the 
enemy evacuated several trenche: 

Two German attacks against a 
redoubt at Bois Brule, to the east- 
ward of St, Mihiel, were repulsed. 

A dirigible dropped ten bombs 
between St. Privat and Metz. | 
German dirigible dropped _ ten 
bombs on Nancy, into the middle 
of the town, without there being 
any military grounds for doing so. 
Our aeroplanes, on the contrary, 
bombarded the aviation sheds at 
Frescati and one of the stations 
at Metz, where the movements of 
trains had been reported, and also 
the barracks at St. Privat and 
Mets. 

Our troops made further 
grees in Upper Alsace, on 
heights dominating Cerny, 








pro- 
the 
and 


repulsed several attacks in this 
region. 
The official communiqué issued 


this evening states: 

‘The enemy, after directing a 
heavy artillery and infant: fire 
all night against our positions xt 
La Bois Selle and .the vicinity, de- 
livered two consecutive attacks, 
both of which were unsuccessful. 

We are consolidating our occupa- 
tion of the ground won near the 
trench of Calonne on the heights 
of the Meuse. 


AN ARTILLERY 


IN POLAND. 
Petrograd, Dee, 27. 

The communiqué issued this 
evening states: 

There was, mostly, an artillery 
duel in'the region of the Ravka 
and Bzura. Some German attack: 
were successfully repelled. 

We dislodged the enemy on the 
lower Nida, from the village of Vis. 
litza; the Austrians made an obstin- 
ate resistance and endeavoured tc 
entrench themselves, but we drove 
them across the river. 








DUEL. 










Olpiny, in Galic: 
doned ten quick. 
officers and over 2,500 men. 
continued to pursue the Austrians, 
who were in disorder, and captur- 
ed another eight quick-firers and 
1,000 men. 

We occupied the left bank of the 
jiala, a tributary of the Dunajec, 
near Biedlezka. 

We defeated the Austrians in 
their front from Zmigred to Dukla, 
on Christmas Day, and the enemy 
are in full retreat. During the 
battles here the Austrians suffered 
enormous losses and we took 10,000 
prisoners. 











BRITISH ATTACK UPON 
CUXHAVEN AND 


LANGEOOG. 


London, Dec. 27. 

British soaplanes, destroyers, 
submarines and cruisers raided 
Cuxbaven on Christmas Day. Zep- 
pelins, submarines and seaplanes 
counter-attacked. 

‘The guns of the British cruisers 
routed the Zeppelins. The enemy's 
men-of-war, on which bombs were 
dropped, werg afraid to appear. 

One British seaplane was wreck- 
ed. 









‘The Admiralty announces that 
ight on Christmas Day 4: 
ven naval seaplanes attacked the 


German men-of-war lying in Schil- 
ling Roads, off Cuxhaven. They 
were escorted by a light cruiser and 
destroyer force, with submarines. 


Two German Zeppelins, four 
seaplanes and several submarines 
attacked the British Squadron, 
npon which « novel combat ensu” 
between the most modern cruisers: 
in the world and the enemy’s air 
craft and submarines. 

The British ships swiftly out 
manoeuvred the enemy's sub: 
marines, while the guns of H.M.S. 











easily put the Zeppelins to flight 
The British vessels remained for 
three hours off the encmy’s coast 
without the enemy's ships appear- 
ing and without being harmed. 
Six of the seven British avia- 
tors returned unharmed, out 
Flight Commander Hewlctt’s sea 
plane was seen wrecked; his fate 
is unknown. 

British bombs were discharged 
on points of military significance; 
the damage cannot be estimated. 
‘The German newspaper “/.otalan- 

r? states that four Briti 
aviators dropped bombs on the i: 
‘and of Langeoog, near the mouth 
of the river Weser, during Christ- 
a 


















Cuxhaven, 
on the left bank, serves as the out 





sort’ of Hamburg for vessels of the 
‘argest size and for shipping when the 
Elbe is frozen. —Ed. 
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TY OF MICHIC 


PROVISIONS FOR THE 
TURKISH ARMY. 


A DENIAL FROM SOFIA. 

Bofia, Dee. 27. 
The Bulgarian Press Agency 
denies the reports that a large 
umber of Austrian and German 
merchants have arrived in Bul: 
garia for the purpose of concluding 
contracts with the Turkish Govern 
ment for the delivery of provisions 
to the Turkish army. 


THE NEUTRALITY OF 
RUMANIA. 


EXPORT OF PETROL 
PROHIBITED. 
Harbin, Dec. 28 

‘The Rumanian Customs authori 
ties having discovered, on the Hun- 
garian frontier, several tank-cars, 
belonging to the Rumanian Amer- 
ican Naptha Company, filled with 
benzine (petrol) the export of which 
is prohibited. The Minister of Fin 
‘ance has ordered that all tank-cars 
intended for shipment abroad shall 
be re-examined. 


-_——_-—_— 
GERMAN REPORTS. 


The Editor takes no responsibility for 
thr assertions of German reports, 





 ontaslatiacher Lloyd." 
Berlin, Dec. 2. 
The “ Deuttcher Ucberseedienst ” 


ep 

While there is general confidence 
that the Germans and the Alli 
‘are making progress along the ex: 
tended battle line in the east, there 
is no indication, in the Ger- 
man or the Austrian official report, 
of any marked advantage won. 
Indeed, it is noticeable that the 
Vienna report uses adjecti 
favourable to the battles in 
Carpathians, but contents itself by 
saying that severe battles are be- 
ing continued along the lower 
Dunajec and on the line from 
Krosno to Tuchow. 

Strikingly frank and interesting 
is the official Vienna report con- 
cerning the withdrawal from Scrvia, 
‘h is due to the terrible condi- 
tion of the country and the weather 
as well as to the fact that the Ser- 
vians have been reinforced. The 
Austrians have lost considerably in 
this retreat, but the spirit of their 
army is unsurpassable, The re- 
port also brings the firet news of 
General Piotorok having been re- 
lieved from the command in Serv’ 
on account of his health. 

e ation in the west is not 
materially changed in spite of thr 
Allies’ desperate efforts. 

A fair snowfall, the 


























irst of the 


winter, began at Berlin on the 
evening of the 23rd instant and 
continued throughout the night. 





Christmas business was procet 
a surprisingly large volume con 
sidering the circumstances, 


(Continued on paye 42) 
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CHRISTMAS DAY. 
Dee. 25 


The wish has not seldom been 
expressed that belligerents would 
declare a truce just for Christmas 
Day so that, if only for twenty- 
four hours, men might rest from 
fighting at a time when this must 
be the kind of occupation that 
they least desire. And we may 


believe that such a plan might be 
heartily welcomed in Germany, 
where Christmas and 


its 





notable event. ‘The notion, how- 
ever, is scarcely practicable; that 





is, it might work well enough on 
land; but at sea, even with the 
aid of wireless telegraphy to in- 
form all ships of the suspension 
of hostilities, there is always the 
chance of fog and gale which must 
be combated ; and so far there is| 
no evidence that the idea of a 
Christmas Day truce has ever 
gone beyond the region of a wish. 
Indeed to some minds it may ap- 
pear incongruous that men whose 
whole energies are bent towards 
ends 80 much apparently opposed 
to the spirit of Christmas should 
have time to spare for its cus- 
tomary observance, to lay aside 
rifle and bayonet, for a brief space 
among so many horrors, make 
merry, and then with undefinish- 
ed fury devote themselves afreah 
to the work of slaughter. But 
their way of greeting Christmas, 
whether as it comes amidst the 
dangers of a battlefield or the 
cares of civilian life, is surely a 
misapprehension both of the 
meaning of war and the conditions 
of peace. For all life, it has been 
said, is a battlefield, and there is 
no peace worthy of the name that 
has not to be bought by unremitt-| 
ing struggle. We speak of war 
often enough as the most terrible 
of evils, without pausing to think 
how many things are worse than 
this great business of killing so 
long as we can make sure about 
what we are fighting for. And 
while we may confidently appeal 
to the immutable standard of 
justice and liberty to show that 
the Allies’ cause is a good one, 
we must in fairness admit that 
the vast majority of our op- 
ponents, however misled by false’ 
teaching, believe themselves to 
be no less in the right, no less 
“defending their homes against 





foreseen, another and yet another 
Christmas may pass “and find 
Europe still plunged in war, the 
festival has none the less signi- 
ficance, perhaps indeed even 
more than at other times. It 
may not be ‘a merry Christmas,” 
but it is assuredly one for deep 
satisfaction and quiet hopeful- 
ness. There is no cause to view 
the future with misgiving. The 
great raid on Paris, which might 
have prolonged the war, not to 
three, but to thirteen or even 
thirty years, has met with igno- 
minious failure; the sttempt to 
overwhelm Servia, part of a deep- 
laid, ominous design which might 
have had far-reaching influence on 
the war has been discomfited, and 
although Belgium and a part of 
France lie in the grip of the 
enemy, every day that passes 
does but advance the date of 
their deliverance and inflame the 
high spirit of the Allies. We 
know that our countrymen and 
their comrades, in every trench 
and fortified camp and mountain 
fastness, as in every watchful 
man-of-war that patrole the sea, 
will remember the day and con- 
trive some observance of it, even 
while shells are bursting overhead 
and the rattle of quickfirers takes 
the place of Christmas chimes. 
And although for those at home 


there are special anxieties from| t 


which one hopes the men at the 
front are spared, we need not 
hesitate to exchange the good 
wishes of the season with as much 
spirit as they. 
—————— 
PEACE AND THE 


COMING YEAR. 
Dee. 2. 


Few well-read English-speaking 
people are likely to be ignorant of 
Southey's charming little poem, 
“The Battle of Blenheim.” Old 
Kaspar’s story of the great fight, 
of the skulls he found when 
ploughing, and the childish ques- 
tioning of his two little _grand- 
children, Peterkin and Wilhel- 
mine, who wanted to know all 
about the battle, are so  trans- 
parently truthful and beautiful 
that, were Sonthey’s reputation 
dependent on this poem alone, bis 
niche among the immortals would 
be secure. ‘The lines which have 
suggested the subject we are now 
approaching are the last four :-— 








spoliation and oppression. 

So, although it be a Christmas: 
at variance with all traditional 
ideas of the day, though count- 
less homes are in mourning, and, 
for all that the future can be 


But what good came of it at last? 
Quoth little Peterkin— 

Why that I cannot tell, said he, 
But ’twas a famous victory. 

Though, in all probability, it is 

far too early as yet to talk ser- 


iously of the end of the war, it is 
not too early to look beyond it. 
By and by the conflict will 
cease, and when that consumma- 
tion has arrived, there will be tens 
and hundreds of millions of Peter- 
kin questions. In every tongue, 
in all dialects, from high and low, 
m icy north to sunny south, 
their tones will rise. Our Farth- 
est East will echo back the cry 
of Fartest West, and the one 
sole burden of ali will be, ‘But 
what good came of it at last?” 
What is known as Internation- 
al Law in its modern sense was 
born of the horrors of a great war, 
the Thirty Years’ War, and it 
hirthday was the date of the signa- 
ture of the Treaty of Westphalia 
in 1648. Men had been so terror- 
ized during the frightful struggles 
of those hateful years that they 
were determined that something 
should be done to prevent, so far 
as that was possible, a repetition 
of the dire experience. Is it not 
certain that millions upon millions 
at this very hour are coming to a 
like conclusion? If an advance 
was possible then, great advance 
will be easy now. If after the 
losses consequent upon warfare 
waged by a comparatively few 
thousands, men longed for peace, 
should they not, after unheard-of 
slaughter by millions, determine 
at the dream of the past shall 
be the reality of the future? Such 
questions must move to action 

















every. society having peace and 
arbitration for its object. Their 
members will look back upon the 
progreas they have already made, 
Tt is only to 1871 they have to 
turn to find their first great suc- 
cess, the settlement of the Ala- 
bama claims in peaceful justice 
and perfect harmony. They will 
note that in the first twenty years 
of arbitration only eight cases in 
all were thus disposed of, while 
in the last twenty, from 1880 to 
1900, there were no fewer than 
ninety, some of them being of 
great importance. Nor will it be 
forgotten that since the first 
Hague Congress in 1899 there 
have been negotiated more 
than a hundred treaties of 
international arbitration. So far, 
the only real difficulty has 
lain in the submission of points 
of honour and national policy. Re- 
cent treaties between the United 
States, Great Britain and France 
arrange for prelimianary inquiry 
into facts, followed, at as long 
an interval as one year if neces. 
sory, so that passions may have 
time to cool down, by an effort 
at settlement by arbitration. 
riginal fron 
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‘There is thus already secured the 
aim of the Stead motto,’ Arbi- 
trate before you fight.” Had Ger- 
many and Austria agreed to this, 
as suggested by Sir Edward Grey, 
all the present slaughter and loss 
might have been avoided. 
Possibly 1915 may provide a 
successor to the Congress of 
Vienna of 1815. Then, as in 
1648, men were sick and surfeited 
of war. They hoped once more 
that the future might escape the 
afflictions of the past. Territorial 
changes were made, new interna- 
tional conventions signed, and 
many other plans devised, all add- 
ing to the practical value of In- 
ternational Law. So, doubtless, 
will it be when the next great 


congress gathers, and there is no] i 


time like the present for a com- 
mencement of the consideration of 
principles then to be laid down, 
‘Their application must wait upon 
events, All the world is inter- 
ested. Not only are the present 
participants in the war vitally 
concerned; neutrals are hardly less 
so. The whole scheme of the 
future polity to be followed by the 
United States, for example, i 
now in the melting pot, to be 
poured out, in due time on the 
stricken fields of Europe. The 
very independence and life of 
South American States is sitnilar- 
ly involved. The result is that 
vast numbers of men are now look- 
ing eagerly forward to the same: 
goal, the goal of peace, of relief 
from threats of aggressive mili- 
tarism, and an assurance of secur- 
ity in living their own life, culti- 
vating their own friendships, and 
enjoying their own independent 
existence. To hope that this 
may be secured in the coming year 
is, of course, to hope a very great 
deal and to run the risk of having 
to pay hope's attendant penalty, 
grievous disappointment. Yet at 
no time in its history has the 
world stood in greater need of 
hope than it does to-day and no- 
thing is more likely to result in 
1915 being the beginning of a new 
and happier era than an earnest 
and universal desire to make it 
one. 
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REFORM OF THE 
LAND TAX. 
dec. 29. 


taking place in China of which, 


by no means new but brought 
for the first time—unless all re 





ties. Peking is, apparently, for 


In addition to other steps, 
got as far as telegraph- 
g to the various provincial gov- 
ernments requesting the despatch 
of experienced officials to a round 
table conference. The problem 
to be put before them is capable 
of the briefest statement. The 
land tax at present brings in 
under Tls. 53,000,000 and pro- 
perly administered could, in the 
opinion of various competent au- 
thorities, produce between s 

and eight times as_ much. 
mongst their names is that of 
the late Sir Robert Hart whose 
estimate and suggestions have 
been taken out of their dusty 
pigeon hole and are to pro- 
vide the material for the 
proposed disenssions. He cal- 
culated that’ the whole t 
able land in China might 
amount to 4,000,000,000 mow, 
which, on the basis of 200 cash 






































equivalent to 2,000 cash, should 
yield a revenue of Tis. 400,000.- 
000. So magnificent an access 
of financial strength would be 
sufficient to make any Govern- 
ment’s mouth water, and _ the 
surpri 








up to the preliminary steps. 


day faced with very real difficul- 


the suspicion and sullen opposi- 





which respect China 
means unique. Special cireum 
stances, however, have made any 
change in her land system pecul- 
iarly dangerous, one being the 






owing to the greater interest of }cumstances. 
the war, there is some danger of |tax note for each lot of land to- 
losing sight. One of these is re-|day gives the rate of assessment 
form of the land tax, a subject|arrived at over two centuries 


once in earnest in its desire to|meal 
increase the income it  derives}@ coordinated plan handled by 
from this neglected source of re-|central authority. And in the 





tion always aroused by the pros-|she is under of making herself 
pect of increased taxation, in|strong, or payi | 
by nolty, has become immeasurably 


perial decree as far back as 1713. 
Ae Gad pack’ he) Weiettt pe 
mised his subjects that the land 
tax should remain fixed and im- 


A semper of developments are}mutable for all time, no increase 


being permitted in any cir- 
According! 








ago. A second difficulty is the 
jealous regard each _ provincial 


cent news has been misleading—| government feels for its own ad- 
into the arena of practical poli-|ministrative powers. Reform of 


the land tax cannot be done piece- 
must be worked out on 
e 








execution of the plan the Govern- 
ment will have to call in the as- 
sistance of foreign experts. The 
last of the Manchus never felt 
strong enough to tackle so for- 
idable a programme, and when 
J a scheme attended by 
some of its difficulties, that, 
namely, of railway nationaliza- 
they came hopelessly — 10 
grief. Yuan Shih-kai has the 
advantage of being, theoretically 
at all events, the chosen head of 
e, yet the obstacles 
which the Manchus refused to 
face confront him too, 


Unquestionably, however, the 
matter has got to be taken in 
hand. The source of all China's 
troubles is bad finance and she ‘s 
rapidly coming to an end, if in- 
deed she has not actually done 
so already, of her ability to bor- 
row. Everything almost is pled- 
ged and yet the limits of her 





















per mow, and taking a tael ss|financial requirements are very 


far from being reached. An en- 
ormous amount of work remains 
to be done before her house will 
be in order and meanwhile events 
have taken place which must 
bring her more and more to the 


g thing is that the Chin-|front of world politics. The fall 
ese Government, always out 1t/of Tsingtao and the elimination 
elbows, has never yet had the|of Germany from any ‘‘say"’ in 
courage to put itself in a position) the destinies of the Far — Kast 
to receive it. A European war./have prepared the ground for a 
with the consequent closure of | rearrangement and regroupin, 

customary money markets, bas} foreign interests at a time 
been_ necessary to screw Peking|the opening of the Panama ( 









uf of 
en 
‘anal 
has given the Pacific an entirely 


It is true that the proposed re-]new political significance. The 
form has been and is to-|comfortable aloofness _ behind 


which China has sheltered for so 


ties. Not the least of these is]many centuries has gone for ever 


and consequently the necessity 





zthe usual pend 





greater. Indulgence has been 
ended to her in the past which 
cannot possibly be as long suf- 
fering in future: — opportuni- 








permanence given to it by Tm-|tics have been given her which 
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she cannot hope to continue io 
receive. The present distraction 
of Europe is, perhaps, the last 
one she will get. The reform of 
the land tax, with the enormous 


increase it would give her 
revenue, has} therefore, _be- 
come "an urgent problem 


and every patriotic Chinese should 
assist the Central Government by 
all the means in his power to 
tackle it. 





THE BRITISH AND 
GERMAN NAVIES. 
Dee. 30. 
Prince Bernhard von Bilow in 
his book entitled ‘Imperial Ger- 
"an English translation of| 
was published 9 few 
months before the outbreak of 
the war, lays great emphasis 
upon the fact that Germany was 





compelled to build a strong 
fleet to protect her overseas 
commerce. "Ever since the 


end of the eighties in the nine- 
teenth century”, he says, ‘“‘the 
building of a fleet sufficient to de- 
fend our overseas interests had 
been a vital question for the Ger- 
man nation." But the German 
fleet, nevertheless, was built with 
an eye upon the policy of Great 
Britain, and Prince Bilow, in 
common with other German poli-. 
ticians and authors, betrays the’ 
fact that the protection of com- 
merce was not the real raison 
d'étre of the German navy, but 
the desire to obtain such power 
at sea as would cause Great 
Britain to hesitate to quarrel 
‘openly with Germany if she gave 
offence by her aggressive policy’ 
of expansion. Great Britain, 
however, was not intimated, 
but took up the just cause 
of the weak; the German 
High Seas Fleet elects to 
keep in the shelter of its forti- 
fied ports; and German overseas 
trade has ceased fo exist. If we 


return to Prince von Biilow’s 
book we learn something of what 
this means to Germany :-— 





d woe of many of our coun- 
If we had not in good 
rotection for these 


trymen. 
time provided 
valuable and indispensable national 
possessions, we should have been 





exposed to the danger of having 
one day to look on defencelessly 
while we were deprived of them. 
But then we could not have return- 
ed to the comfortable economic 
and political existence of a purely 
inland State. We should have been 





placed in the position of being un- 
able to employ and support a con- 
siderable number of our millions of 
inhabitanta at home. The result 
would have been an economic crisis 
which-might easily attain the pro- 
portions of a national catastrophe.”” 

Germany was prevented from 
making any serious effort to pro- 
tect her overseas commerce, and 
as a result her naval authorities 
have settled down to @ policy of 
attrition, hoping thereby to so 
weaken the British navy as to 
even up the odds of success in a 
great naval battle. If she were 
successful in this Germany might, 
in a measure, retrieve her fortunes| 
overseas, but there are other 
enemies to reckon with, and the 
country is faced with the unplea- 
sant prospect of returning to an 
uncomfortable economic and poli- 
tical existence as a purely inland 
State. That Germany has not 
achieved any material gain by her 
policy of attrition is easily proved. 
According to the statetnent of the 
First Lord of the Admiralty. made 
in the House of Commons on 
November 97, the losses of sub- 
marines had been equal, Great 
Britain had lost no torpedo-boat 
destroyers as against eight or ten 
by Germany, but she had lost 
six of the older armed cruisers as 
compared with two by Germany. 
The most important class of 
minor vessels is the class of fast 
modern light cruisers, and of 
these Great Britain had lost one- 
eighteenth of her strength and 
the Germans practically » fourth. 
Moreover, Great Britain had sdd- 
ed to her navy, subsequently to the 
outbreak of a greater num- 
ber of cruisers than she had lost, 
and her strength in this import- 
ant arm was beyond all compari 
son greater than it was in August. 
Tt must also be borne in mind 
that in November Great Britain 
had more than double the num- 
ber of submarines that Germany 
had at her disposal, while our 
torpedo-boat destroyers had shown 
an enormous superiority in gun 
power. . 

But policy of attrition com- 
pels consideration of future pos- 
‘bilities. Judging by the addi- 








tions already made to the Navy]; 


List and the activity in all 
naval yards, the Admiralty has 
taken every possible measure to 
ensure a greater preponderance 
of strength in the future in spite 
of the utmost efforts of Ger- 
many. A large number of fast 
cruisers are rapidly approaching 
completion, and the — possible 
cruisers which the enemy can get 
in the next twelve months from 


all sources cannot exceed one-half 
of those on which the Admiralty 
can count. When the war broke 
out Great Britain mobilized 
thirty-one Dreadnoughts and ves- 
sels of the Lord Nelson class, 
whereas Germany, if her latest 
ships were ready, had twenty-one 
Dreadnoughts, battleships and 
battle-cruisers. Winston 
Churchill did not, however, give 
any information as to the number 
of ships that had joined the fleet 
since, because it is a matter of 
great importance to keep secret 
the number of vessels which at 
any one moment are available 
with the flag of the Commander- 
in-Chief, but he stated that the 
relative strength of the fleet was 
substantially greater. In addition 
the First Lord indicated that the 
maximum reinforcement which 
Germany conld receive was three 
ships, including the Greek vessel 
which, it is presumed, will be 
taken ‘over. Great Britain ia 
capable of this acceleration of 
shipbuilding by the organization 
effected by a Committee of the 
Admiralty long before the war 
and the patriotism and energy of 
the workmen in all the yards. 
Every preparation had’ been 
made for accelerating new con- 
struction immediately after the 
outbreak of a war, and a system 
providing for the greatest pos- 
sible number-of deliveries in the 
shortest possible time was drawn 
up in every detail. By the end 
of 1915 fifteen vessels of the 
greatest power ever constructed 
will be added to the navy, and 
Mr. Churchill has asserted that 
“We could afford to lose a 
Super-Dreadnought every month 
for twelve months without any 
loss occurring to the enemy and 
yet be in approximately as good 
@ position of superiority as we 
were at the declaration of war.’ 
Moreover, the refits of the fleet 
and flotillas are being regularly 
conducted, hence there is no 
attrition by wear and tear. It is 
clear, therefore, that Germany, 
unable to inflict crushing blows 
at the outset of a premeditated 
war, has nothing to gain by delay- 
ing action with the British Fleet 
if she seriously entertains the idea 
of meeting it in open combat. 
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BREAKWATER LOAN 
FOR CHEFOO. 


A DIFFICULTY REMOVED. 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Chefoo, Dec. 17. 

‘The difficulty regarding the 
ing of the loan for the Breakwater, 
mentioned in a previous letter, has 
been finally settled from Peking, 
the Harbour Improvement Commi 
sion being empowered to commun 
cate with financial houses. Thus 
the last of the many obstacles seems 
to have been removed and there is 
no reason that the echeme should 
not now go right ahead. 

At a cont of 83,000 a splendid 
steel bridge has been built over the 
Creek on the new Bund, replacing! 
the one destroyed in the September 
floods. The bridge, gaily decorated, 
was formally opened to the public 
on Monday Iast when an imposing| 
ceremony was enacted under the 
auspices of the International Com- 
mittee, who have undertaken the 
work. 


A Case of Stage Fright. 

‘An amusing incident served to en- 
liven the proceedings. A prominent 
Chinese gentleman, who had headed 
the subscription list with the muni- 
ficient gift of 8500 was asked to de- 
clare the bridge open and was told 
that a speech was expected. When 
the dreaded moment arrived, how- 
ever, his courage proved unequal to 
the occasion and ‘bursting through 
the company assembled, he took re- 
fuge beneath the bridge. 

The task thus devolved on Mr. 
A. H. Faers, the indefatigable 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer 
of the ittee, who, after a few 
felicitous expressions, declared the 
bridge open and the barriers were 
removed amid the firing of crackers. 
Mr. K. C. Sen took the opportunity 
to express the gratitude of the Chin- 
ese community and congratulated 
the International Committee on 
this further demonstration of its 
usefulness. 




















AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 
In the out-porte can rely on fresb 
supplies of Films, Plates and 
Papers and all { hoto Bundrics, 
by sending to 


MACTAVISH & LEHMANN LD. 


The Hongkew Medical Hall. 





De 





loping and Printing by ex- 

perienced operators. 
Repairs to cameras a speciality. 
48 








NOTES & COMMENTS. 


Dec. 25. 


A TEXT FOR TO-DAY. 

Like other love, patriotism i 
not a matter of reasoning, or of 
abstractions. Nobody ever fell :n 
love from a purely intellectual con- 
viction of the worthiness of the 
lady. Nobody loves his infant 








merely because he approves, on 
adequate general grounds of 
parental affection. Like live -f 


wife and of children, love of 
country reste on a physical basis; 
like them, it is called forth by 
traits that the senses can dwell 
upon; like them, ‘engendered in 
the eyes, by gazing fed,” it espies’ 
in its object a strain of delicious 
lerentness from all the potential 
objects of similar passions in other 
people. You may call it unreason, 
or you may call it an access of 
half-conscious insight into some 
code of reason more penetrating’ 
than any that we have yet grasped 
and formulated under that august 
name. Once at least in his life 
almost everyone sees, with a cer- 
tainty which he can neither doubt 
nor account for, that the one thi 
supremely worth having in life 
the good of somebody else. 











THE LONDON STOCK 
EXCHANGE. 


The announcement that the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange is to be opened 
to business on January 4 after hav- 
ing remained closed for five months, 
very significant It means 
that business in England is resum- 
ing its normal state in spite of th 
war, and that arrangements it 
connexion with loans to members 
of the Stock Exchange have been 
satisfactorily concluded. The diffi- 
culty which prevented the Exchange 
from opening earlier was the, 
fault of foreign buyers, who were 
unable to meet their engagements 
on account of the war. Further, 
it was feared that London might 
become the dumping ground of the 
securities of foreign countries, in- 
cluding Germany, unless proper 
safeguards were arranged. But 
during the past two months, in spite 
‘of the monetary stringency, mem- 
bers were able to meet a fairly 
large proportion of their borrow- 
ings. By keeping up prices at a 
level above that of July 30, a healthy 
feeling was created and as a 
matter of fact prices ruling on 
November 20 were, in many cases, 
above those of July 30. Feveral 
plans were proposed to open the 
Exchange on s firm footing—with 
the aid of the Treasury, of course. 
It is not known which plan was 
finally adopted, but the very fact that 








de-| with an antique 





the Exchange has decided to open, 
when all other European bourses 
have as yet made no arrangements, 
is @ good augury for the future. 
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AN ANCIENT PEKING 
CEREMONY. 

‘The telegram we published yes 
terday from our Peking correspon- 
dent describing Yuan's visit to the 
Temple of Heaven gives rise to many 
more reflexions than can possibly be 
condensed into a short _para- 
graph. Tho scones which he 
described might have been magni- 
ficent and were in fact grotes- 
que. In the past this particular 
ceremony has been one of splend- 
enacted amid surroundings 









people have an effect si 
of great poetry or music, Cloudless 
skies, gold roofs, gray walls, the 
dark green of pine trees, the white 
of gleaming marble, blue porcelain 
tyles,—all made up a picture wholly 
in keeping with the spirit of the 
occasion. Into the picture rolled a 
bullet proof motor-car, a hide- 
‘ous object, surrounded ‘by guards 
meant to ward off some imagined, 
but apparently non-existent, danger, 
not a soul allowed to watch its pas- 
sing though in it sat he who, ac- 
cording to the traditions of cen: 
turies, is Father of the people and 
High Priest in the eyes of Heaven. 
Worst touch of all nobody seemed 
to care. That was, perhaps, the 
most disappointing feature of this 
year’s celebration of an ancient 
Peking ceremony. 


“GET YOUR HAIR CUT.” 

During the palmy days of the 
revolution the most ardent among 
the reformers found relief and dis 
traction from cares of Btate in 
chasing unfortunate wearers of the 
queue and summarily removing 
that emblem of the old 
régime. The modus operandi was 
quite simple. The reformers went 
abroad in couples, and when one 
grasped some unoffending coolie by 
the head, the other one operated 
pair of scissors. 
‘The political formula of those days 
seemed to have been reduced to 
the simple and easily understood 
ory: “Get you hair cut.” The 
peasant has had his day. Now 
comes the hour of the prince, The 
Manchu Princes have recently been 
instructed by the Imperial Court 
to remove their queues on or be 
fore January 1. Those who may 
regret the passing of the queue 
will please accept this, the only 
intimation, Now that the princes 
have decided to sever their  con- 
nexion with this old established mn- 











stitution, its admirers dare not 
hope that reactionaries will ever 
again attempts its revival. The 


way is now open for any and every 
modern style of hairdressing, and 
the hope that something pictures- 
que may yet appear in place of the 
queue is not altogether groundless 
if we may judge from the an- 
nouncement outside o local hair- 
dresser’s shop: ‘Hair done in 
foreign, Chinese, and civilized 
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style.” This man should be a 
welcome addition to the prince’s re- 
tinue, after January 1. 





Dec, 28. 


A HUNDRED YEARS OF 
PEACE. 


The Treaty of Peace between 
great Britain and America, which 
followed the war that began on 
June 18.1812, was signed at Ghent 
on December 14, 1814. Extensive 
preparations were made to cele. 
brate the centenary of peace, but 
the present war completely 





over- 
shadowed them and the cclebra- 
tion has been postponed. The 


war, it will be remembered, arose 
through the British Government, 
in May 1806, declaring a blockade 
of the continent of Europe from 
Brest to the Elbe, and in response 
to the “Berlin Decree” of Napoleon, 
after the battle of Jena, forbidding 
American trade with any count 
from which the British flag was 
excluded, allowing direct trade 
from the United States to Sweden 
only, in American products, and 
permitting American trade’ with 
other parts of Europe on condition 
of its touching England and paying 
duties, The years of peace that have 
since passed have effectively closed 
this unpleasant chapter of histo 
In the present conflict the 
of epinion in the United States. be- 
Jieves in the justice of the British 
cause, in spite of the millions of 
Germans who have become naturaliz- 
ed in that country, and the cordial 
relations that exist between the two 
countries to-day are sufficiently 
strong to guaranteo a happy issue 
to any problem that may arise be- 
tween them. 


THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 
PANESE DIET. 

The dissolution of the Japanese 
Diet has followed the Government's 
insistence upon the adoption of the 
longstanding proposal to increase 
the army in Korea by two divisions, 
The Budget Committee reported 
adversely upon the — expenditure 
necessary, whereupon Count Oki 
the Premier, stated that unless the 
Committee reconsidered its decision 
he would he obliged to exercise his 
prerogative and dissolve. Since 
the opening of the session the situa- 
tion has been considered to be 
untenable, the Government — being 
in a minority. Two months ago, 
however, there was some promi 
that this knotty problem of defence 
would be amicably settled, and it 
was believed that the unanimity 
upon the subject of the war would 
prevent the rejection of the pro- 












































fosed solution purely for party 
motives. But the prospective 
success of the military — part, 
induced the navy to renew i 
demands for exyansion, and this 





led to repeated attacks on the Gov- 









ernment. There is no difference of 
opinion with regard to the present 
war and, great as is the desire of 
the Seiyukai to make what _poli- 
tical capital it can, the party is 
not unanimous upon the pressure of 
its case at the moment. The most 
serious aspect of the situation is 
that the Budget has not been 
passed. 





THE HUTUKTU'S PALACE. 
The Hutuktu’s Palace, which 
has just been burnt down, was one 
of Urga, It 
ed at least three architee- 
tural styles, Chinese, Tibetan and 
European. Its pailows and yellow- 
tiled roofs was reminiscent of Pe- 
king, its tower of Lhassa, its win- 
dows and walls of Siberia, The 
palace stood some little distance 
from the horse market, the princi 
pal square in the town, on the 
green banks of the Tola. Towards 


















: | it, every night and morning, Lama 


priests, mounted on prayer turrets 
blew long salutations on  doleful 
horns. For the Hutuktu's person is 
sacred in the cyes of all Mongolians 
and his residence was regarded as 
a holy of holies. Its destruction 
will cause an immense sensation 
from Urga to Lhassa and if i 
has been _ respor 
for it the Mongols will never rest 








{| until they have punished the offen- 


der. The present Hutuktu has amar 
ingly catholic tastes and hs Palace 
was a storehouse of all kinds of 
objects, some of them _ priceless 
many commonplace and — hizarre 
The amount lost in actual cash is 
probably very considerable, for x 
steady stream of offerings | poured 
into the Palace at all times. 


“FACE FUR" AND THE 

* WAR. a 
Will this war, other wars have 
done, bring about any changes in 
fashions regarding hair worn on 
the face? The Waterloo campaign 
introduced the moustache amonz 
British troops,—it was first bor- 
rowed from certain Austrian of. 
ficers, then allies, who were 
quartered vith British militia 
on the South Coast. It was taken 
up by the Guards, who resented 
very much any attempt to follow 
the fashion on the part of mere line 








regiments, while as for civilians 
it will’ be remembered how, 
great a snub Clive Neweome 


drew upon himself by wearing a 
ferocious moustache. The Crimean 
War, of course, brought in the 
whisker again, in desperate civilian 
emulation of ‘the gallant officers 
who, having grown all their hair 
from sheer necessity and perhaps 
from a certain companionable 
warmth in the bitter winter in the 
trenches. brought back their new 
appendages to grace Bond Street 
and Pall Mall, So far it does not 
look as thongh ‘the war will 
any startling change. The habi 














clean showing, except for the small 
regulation moustache, seems too 
strong. 


Dec, 29. 

THE RAID ON CUXHAVEN. 

The British attack on Cuxhaven 
must have developed into a most 
spectacular fight. British sea- 
planes, destroyers, submarines and 
cruisers entered the mouth of the 
Elbe and were counter-attacked by 
Zeppelin airships, submarines and 
German seaplanes, Such an 
counter was not only a practical 
demonstration of the development 
of the science of war, but proved 
conclusively that the Zeppelin air- 
ships are being held in reserve to 
assist the German navy. We had 
been led to believe that this was 
the case, but one important result 
of the raid was definitely to cstab- 
lish the fact. Germany has always 
argued that it was essential to con- 
struct a powerful navy in order to 
protect her oversea possessions and 
commerce. Thanks to the skilful 
manner in which the British Fleet 
was handled in the North Sea, the 
German Fleet has completely fai 
ed in its object, and at the mo- 
ment it is of more value to Ger- 
many as a raiding and reserve force 
than as a fleet seeking a decisive 
battle. Many attempts have been 
made to draw the German High 
Seas Fleet into action, and of these 
the penetration into the mined 
mouth of the Elbe is one of the 
most daring. But the enemy has 
‘once more indicated that, if pos- 
sible, he will choose his own time 
for leaving the shelter of fortified 
‘and mined port: 


WS" ABOUT GERMANY. 

‘A correspondent sends us an -n- 
teresting little leaflet headed ‘In- 
formative News about Germany 
and the War,” one of a series 
which is being distributed free 0 
non-Ally and neutral firms in 
Shanghai—as doubtless in many 
other quarters, Its value depends, 
of course, largely on the import- 
ance one is prepared to see in “‘ in- 
formation” and “news” made in 
Germany. It begins with an ac 
count of a meeting of German 
Chambers of Commerce at Ham- 
burg, to demonstrate the unity of 
the German people, which — sub- 
sequently sent a telegram to the 
Kaiser beginning, “ Unanimous in 
our indignation at the war begun 
80 frivolously "—rather_an_unfor- 
tunate phrase, as the Chambers of 
Commerce have since had cause 
to realiz Then comes an 
account of the alleged success of 
the German war loan, of the strong 
position of the Imperial German 



































Bank, and the old story that in 
1008’ Great Britain and France 
were planning a combined attack 


through Belgium upon Germany 
which is, of course, too alsurd even 
to need the refutation that bas 
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been given it elsewhere. All these 
stories would stand a better chance 
of being believed if there were not 
0 much evidence to show that no 
news made in Germany can hence- 
forward pass for true until it has 
been proved not false. Alt gether, 
the leaflet recalls a very sage piece 
of advice onoe given in the writer's 
hearing: ‘My dear fellow, don’t 
argue, you won’t convince the 
other man of anything but that 
you're rather more in the wrong 
than he thought you were.” 

















DEATHS FROM TURPINITE. 
Various explanations have been 
forthcoming in regard to the effects 
of Turpinite, none of them — al- 
together satisfactory. It seems tw 
have been forgotten that the phena- 
menon which has aroused so much 
discussion—men found dead and 
rigid but in attitudes of life—is 
no means new. At Beaumount 
in 1870 soldiers were found 
still taking, aim, still in the 
act of loading even. In one 
case the the dead rider ill rode 
his dead horse, the rigid bodies of 
both resembling an overturned 
monument rather than former jiv- 
ing beings. At Sedan an even more 
remarkable instance was found. 
‘There a shell had killed a party of 
six Frenchmen who were taking 
breakfast in a trench. One man 
had evidently been telling 
comrades some pleasant yarn, for 
his face was wreathed in smiles 
even in death. Another still held 
in his hand his tin cup, the edge 
of which still rested on his lower 
, but the rest of his head had 
disappeared. Seen from above the 
trench the whole party seemed 
‘May not the fact of exhaustfon at 
‘the time explosions take place have 
as much to do with the attitudes 
in which men are found as any par- 
tidular quality of the explosive? 
























AMERICAN BANKING. 

With the recent opening of the 
Federal Reserve Banks throughout 
tho United States the climax of a 
long-standing agitation for eur 
rency reform may be said to have 
been attained. The general opin- 
ion in New York appears to be 
that the now system will be a boon 
to the country’s business interests 
for three reasons. It will provide 
for a quick mobilization of the 
reserves in times of financial stres; 
it will enable the banks to make 
loans more freely to suitable bor: 
rowers; and will create an 
discount market along the lines of 
the old-cstablished institutions of 
Europe. The paramount ‘ature 
of the new system is that it eon: 








tralizes the banking power of the] s 





country into twelve dis in 
each of which is a Federal Reserve 
Bank. These institutions hold part 
of the reserves of the 
banks. and their chief 
will be the redisconnting of paper. 








open] 





The new system is designed to pre- 
vent periodical convulsions in the 
money market, which for years 
have been features of weakness +n 
American banking. 





TWO CHRISTMAS 
WEEKS. 


A STUDY IN CONTRASTS. 


From a Correspondent. 


A certain odium said to attach 
itself to comparisons has never yet. 


been predicated of contrasts. There 
is a piquancy in contrasts. The 
then of 1870 and the now of 1014 


provide an example, — Both deal in 
war, but only two of the combatants 
now engaged were belligerents then, 
In the additions lie the difference. 
During the Christmas week of 1870, 
part of the triumphant German 
army lay round Paris while others 
Were sweeping up the fragments of 











wrong. Germany, therefore, had 
gone into the war with the tacit 
approval of the greater portion of 
the civilized world, So it was that 
the Christmas week of 1870 found 
her leaders very comfortably en- 
sconced in the palaces and mansions 
of Versailles, ‘Throchu inside Paris 
had his “plan,” and occasional 
sorties, always ineffective, came of 
but France herself was so 
divided that at one time Count 
Bismarck thought she might break 
up into hostile sections, ‘The winter 
was exceptionally severe. Even 
England saw ice six inches thick. 
But if there were hardships 
enough for men in _ trenches, 
their superiors lived like fight- 
ing oocks, as Dr. Busch so gra- 
phically records. 


Germany Perturbed. 
Now once more we have a Ch 
mas cursed by war, Again we see 
French soil trodden by the foot 
of the German invader. But what 


























French opposition from Rouen to 
Tours, and from both of them east- 
wards to. the Belgian and Swiss 
frontiers. Since that fateful fourth 
of August France had seen 
the best of her troops depart, some 
to the hospital, some to the grave, 
and the rest to Germany, Her Em: 
Beror was a prisoner, his Empress 
and the Prince Imperial were 
txile. Except Belfort, most of the 
French strongholds had surrender- 
ed, Germany had captured some 
4,000 guns, half a million chassepdt: 
nearly a hundred eagles and stand 
ards, and about four millions  ster- 
ling’ in money. The debicle was 
practically complete. France, 
though still struggling, lay at the 
feet of her conqueror. Nor was 
there a sign of effective intervention. 
The diplomacy of the Second Empire 
had not been such as to attract 
frieads under such conditions, and 
when the Republic had been | pro- 
claimed, M, Thiers hurried hope- 
lessly from capital to capital only 
to return as friendless as he went. 
Austria had for a moment thought 
of revenge for Sadowa, but the 
thought lad passed. Russia, bene 
volently neutral, was watching he 
England largely pro-German at firs 
was beginning to cool, th 
taining to the end 

As a_ consequence, 
conditions, except for an ineffvetive 


























blockade of her ports, were very 
t fom what they now are. 
dustries, smaller then than 
now, languished to some — extent, 
but otherwise there was joy in Ge 








many. 
A Moral Contrast. 


Morey by 
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a contrast otherwise. The vietor- 
ious rush has been stayed, checked, 
rolled back. Paris is again the capi- 
tal of France confident that there 
will be no re-appearance of her foe 
before her gates. With the aid of 
her allies France has given blow for 
blow and with added interest. It 
is Germany now that is perturbed. 
It is over her sky that ominious 
clouds are rolling. If France look- 
ed in v for a friend in 1870, Ger- 
many is almost equally destitute 
to-day-poor, unfortunate Turkey 
notwithstanding. Moreover she has 
enemies of a type which she cannot 
hope to overcome. In her previous 
war she was free to import and e3 
port almost as she pleased. Now, 
is in the predicament foreseen 
by Bernhardi, It is not 
oversea trade alone that is destroy- 
ed, Her land trade is almost equal 
ly stagnant. 


‘The Day of Reckoning. 

In 1870, as we have seen, she 
rightly possessed the moral support 
of a large portion of the world. 
Toulay she is a moral onteast, even 
her own Chancellor publicly admit 
ting her perfidy. If the Emperor 
Napoleon were guilty in his day of 
ing against Belgian inde. 
he would have recoiled 
the thonght of such 
ais as have been done within the 
few months in Belgian terri- 

The Han himself would have 
of his 
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all, a bankruptey of honour, Such 
is the contrast, between the Christ- 
mas week of 1870, and the Christmas 
week of i914, Nothing but a weigh- 
ty sense of the terrible wrongs of 
this dest of all wars could 
justify such a topie at such a time, 
‘a time that should have been to all 
the world a period of harmony and 
peace. 














FROM DAY TO DAY 
IN THE FIRING LINE. 


EXTRACTS FROM A PRIVATE 
LETTER. 

A_ correspondent, whose brother 
holds a commission in one of the 
Irish regiments at the front, sends 
us the following extracts from a 
letter just received from France, 
dated November 11, 

We billeted one night in a desert- 
ed farm behind the firing line and 
next day relieved a company of 
Highlanders in the trenches. We 
took over about 11 p.m. and had a 
sbarp attack at daybreak (rather 
before dawn) which was awkward, 
as we had not a good view of our 
position to start with. Luckily we 
got some wire out in front im- 
mediately we arrived and it proved 
useful later. For a quiet game 
played slowly I commend the job of 
fixing wire in front of trenches with 
the enemy's lines about 300 yards 
away: every post one drives draws 
fire, but in the dark its all against 
their potting one. 

Well we had exactly a week in the 
trenches, being relieved last night 
and quite enough too, it was im- 
possible to move in daylight outside 
the trench, water, rations te. 
having to be fetched at night. 


Actoss a Turnip Field. 
After the first morning, the Ger 
mans never left their trenches to 
attack, there was a lot of rifle and 
shell fire, however, and we had a 
fair share of casualties. A level 
turnip field lay in front of us and 
gave us a splendid field of fire, but 
what damage we did I don't know. 
Some of the enemy in front of us 
wore khaki, and [am told a favour 
ite trick is to shout “Dont fire, we 
are the so and so’s,”” another little 
wherze Company” 
Our « on. every- 
thing in front of us, and we did so. 
The O. C. of our company got a 
very nice little chit from the Gen 
Brigadier) saying that he ap 
the fact that we had a 
job and that he was very 
prowl of us. Not bad from a Gen- 
eral to a single company 
sur fellows are splendid, they have 
& fine out here and well 
erve it, Some of the things I 
saw done well deserve recognition, 
¥ ly two cases of bringing in 
wre We lost sever. 
alway 
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‘of the trench during daylight, but 
they were mostly very cheery and 
brave. The North of Ireland cer- 
tainly puts out fine fellows, I could 
not have believed they could have 
been so steady till I saw it. 
A Desolate Picture. 

—~— htd a wonderful escape, a 
bullet glanced off his cigarette case 
and travelling round his body in 
some marvellous way fetched up in 
the kuee of his breeches. He had 
white heather and a lucky bean in 
the case. He and I pigged it toge- 
ther in a hole behind the trench. 
A trench does not improve after 
weeks of use in wet weather, I've 
seen more mud here than 1 ever 
dreamt of before. Last night we 
marched back a few miles and got 
into billets, coming on here to-day. 
It would make a stone weep to sce 
the state of the country round here, 
houses in absolute ruin, such as one 
must see to appreciate. Burning 
farms can be seen evety night, 
lages with scarcely a house intact, 
roads with huge gaping holes where 
shells have fallen and trees been 
shattered. 

It is wonderful how tenacious the 
civilians are, some stay on till 
shell blows them up, others steal 
back at night to see if their dwel- 
ling still stands. Hens run about 
the ruins, Two goats and a cat 
came into our trench frequently. I 
shot a fowl the other morning with 
my revolver for the pot. 

‘The rations are really very good, 
especially the tinned meat and veget 
able stuff. Here follows an acknow- 
ledgement of some parcels and an 
il skin coat, which the author calls 
“q dream of comfort” and he winds 
off by adding “This climate isn't 
fit for a winter campaign, wish they 
would arrange to change the venue 
to South Africa.” 





























MIXED COURT 
APPEAL CASE! 


AN UNAUTHORIZED COURT 
IN SHANGHAI. 
An inte Zand yortant 
matter was dealt with in the 
Stixed Court on Monday, when Mr. 
Holborow made an application 
o Mr P. nt Jones 
Magistrate Yu that 
jd be taken with reference to 























vme ne 











shor 

nore Court of Appeal now 
‘anctioning within the Settlem 

t the Bureau of Foreign Affa 
Rubbling Well Road, purporting 














nts in Chin 
ard at the Mixed 
jon of 191) 
nid tha 1" 
in several Chine 
henspapers to the effect that thy 
Court bi 






civ 









-]were, but he 





case in which Dzung Wo-wo 
was the plaintiff and Kyung Sian 
yuin was the defendant. He (Mr. 
Holborow) had appeared in the 
Mixed Court for plaintiff, and Mr. 
Rice for the defendant, ‘and the 
property involved was all within the 
jurisdiction of the Mixed Court. 
So far as he knew, no other notice 
pt that appearing in the 
Chinese press had been served on 
the counsel or the litigants concern- 
ed in the matter, It has been his in- 
tention to apply for a summons 
against the newspapers for having 
published a false report, but he 
had since learned that some sort 
of a body calling itself a Court, 
purporting to have power to deal 
with and over-ride judgements given 
in the Mixed Court, really did sit 
on the date specified in the papers. 

Counsel said he did not know 
who the persons constituting — this 
so-called Court of Appeal really 
understood — that 
there were certain Chinese lawyers 
present. 

‘The Assessor said that there were 
three, and he had had summonses 
issued for them to show why they 
should not be struck off the rolls 
the Mixed Court. 

Mr. Holborow pointed out the far- 
reaching effect of these proceedings, 
of people holding Court and over- 
riding and upsetting decisions of 
the Court given by properly ap- 
pointed assessors and magistrates, 
and he asked that in addition to 
the summonses issued, the papers 
publishing the notice should be 
called upon to publish another 
notice to the effect that the Court 
of Appeal had not been properly 
constituted; further that the 
parties functioning in the so-called 
Court should be called upon for an 
explanation, 

‘The Assessor :—The Court which 
sat at the Bureau of Foreign Affairs 
on Bubbling Well Road on Decem: 
ber 24 had no authority to do so; 
it was not a properly constituted 
Court and had no authority what- 
ever to review or discuss the de- 
cisions given by the Mixed Court. 
No litigants of this Court need 
answer any notices or summonses 
emanating therefrom, and all coun- 
sel practising in the Mixed Court 
who apper before this so-called 
Court of Appeal do so at the risk 

ctriick off the rolls, 
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FROM DAY TO DAY eides are being = tly rounded at ae a fragment of the north 
up and exantined. Six men recent!y| wind which made yesterday bit- 
IN SZECHUAN. paid the death penalty on. the|ter moved to mar. the” tran- 
UNSAFE CONDITION of — }P&rAde ground at the south-west of | quillity. 
WHADE. ROUTES the city. They were said to com> Z 
. from the city of Chungkiang to th:] 7 Rigorous Precautions. 
north-east of here and to be mem-| , 12 lark which preceded the 
From Our Own Correspondent. [hers of a. “Protect-the-Manclu’|dawn thousands of soldiers with 
Chéngtu, Dec. 12. | Society. This is said by a fixed bayonets marched into posi- 
__ This part of the province continues] he « mere gloss and that they were] tions to line the thoroughfa-e all 
its usual penceful aspect. | Trade) really members of the republican] the way from the President's 
in the capital seems ‘unusually parts. On their way. to execition| Palace to the Temple of Heaven. 
flourishing. Indeed passage through they were shouting vigorously,  as-|Not @ eivilian Chinese was per- 
old east gateway has been s0 ‘the people en route that a|mitted to lurk in the street or 
crowded that the government has was imminent, and  thac| Within sight of it. Every house 
recently pierced the wall near the party would soon be in wawer.| Was closed tightly. Shops had 
north-east corer of the city and| Bishop Bashford and Dr. their shutters up, and windows 
we will have another gate just tol are here on a visit to. the West]elosed. Troops flowed up the al- 
the south of the great east parade! China Union University. The|leyways and the cross streets to 
ground. Within the city shops are|{‘niversity this year registers|ive halt to the curious. Rows 0: 
a occupied, rents are high and/forty in its collage and one | soldiers faced the houses and faced 
ee Lees f secare, “a hundred and sixty it pre-|the street, Not s “' Peeping Tom,”” 
ar gut the ony excention thie paratry department. President cold peep without bring eect, 
Fee ae eerie the: sicer| Yuan Shi-hai has recently given the}and most of the populace had been 
eee osm tain | institution a donation of $4,000 and | previously warned that it might be 
routes, Small merchants complain all departments are full of en-| peculiarly dangerous to peep too 
orads betwen, bere sual Chandi thusiasm for the future. Per-Jostentatiously. Not that the Pre- 
Ct er ee Pied are Hable es | manent buildings are being proceed-|sident objected to being seen; he 
Goods of nay kind are liable to beled with despite the war and pro-|merely had had a previous experi. 
Gh cece to have (2 sieiat nttenc, | Beets Are ererrwhere promising. Jenoe of a bomb explosion. Nor did 
the guardians confine themselves to 























































Hote the street. ‘They mounted the 
‘Troops at Tachienlu. CHINA’S PRESIDENT |housetops—and they mounted the 
To the west of us, at Tachienlu, walls, They were at their posts in 
prospects are not quite so reassur- AT PRAYER. ample time thoroughly to see to it 
ing. There has been trouble with} OBSERVING THE WINTER ae would-be assassin could pre- 
the troops, The origin is said SOLSTICE. ‘¢ to accomplish any  feloniou 
to be due to finance and ; Gesign, And having sen to that 
subordination. Men leaving here are| From Our Own Correspondent. they piled their arms, and waited, 





accustomed to leave orders with Peking, Deo. 23 
their relatives to be presented for! 1¢ the spooks of Emperors ace 
part of their wages. Unfortunately, capable of commotion generated hy 
these orders are payable usually in| mundane performances there must 
Paper currency which is constantly |haye been a tremendous hullabaloo 
depreciating, a paper dollar now] in their sphere today. For. the 
being worth little over half a silver| grat time in the history of China 
aoe Relatives ere are natural-| Heaven was worshipped by one not 

ly dissatisfied and comm ene 
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ore a one ne rank and el ground walked by monarchs at ch 
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volution, Being many of them rob.| Heaven. | And, what 
bers and bandits by profession they |Prising to the super: 
naturally resent the more recent,| of the country, the 
5 sterner discipline and specially the |®0t Crack nor did the earth quake.) guardians pr sorrow fully 
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thes Before daylight th 
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a certain Captain Ch deter fed, vault, the mil 
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In the Eager Air. 

The cold winter frost nipped 
sharply: The soldiers stamped the 
street; doubled little distances 'n 
squads; performed physical exer- 
cise; danced cake-walks; huddled on 
corners. For hours their tors fru 
and they moved about to obvi 
the distressing experience of find 
ing themselves attached to the 
pavement. 

Meantime the dawn strugel d+ 
break about t'e tops of the tawer: 
ing Chienmén and Tight up the 
distant yellow tiled roofs uf He 
pavilions in the Forbidden sity 
where the Tittle Emperor and his 
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morement was noticeable among the 
troops. It spread along the line. 
The piled arms dissolved, the men 
fell into line, officers bustled about, 
one line of troops faced the rond- 
way, another faced in the opposite 
direction. Bayonets were fixed. The 
gleaming lines of steel stretched 
right along the broad way to the 
Temple of Heaven, and between 
them, towards the north, could he 
seen advancing a company of gal- 
loping horsemen. They were the 
advance guard of the President. 
Straight through the Chienmén, 
and the gate in the demi-lune to 
the south—which is never opened 
except on occasions of State—the 
guard dashed, being immediately 
followed by another troop. which 
preceded the bodyguard of the Pre- 

ident. White plumes and red 
danced in the distance, and as the 
wearers drew near it was seen that 
they olosely surrounded tho armour- 
clad motor car which belongs to 
the Presidential Palace. In it was 
the President. It moved as fast 
‘as the horses could travel over the 
yellow-sanded paving stones, and 
makes history. As it is the first! 
time that a President has worship- 
ped heaven in China, so it is the 
first time that a sample of the 
triumph of modern invention has 
been utilized in such a ceremony 
Onoe on a time lumbering elephants 
were employed to drag the Im- 
perial chariot along this self-same 
roadway; and now—now the maker 
of a motor car is given the chance 
of an unique advertisement. 

Behind the motor car came th> 
red carriage used by the President 
at the time of his inauguration, its 
high stepping horses, ridden by ‘rest 
coated postillions after the pattern 
of the home variety, making a good 
showing. Who was in the car 
not stated, Then came more mount- 
ed troops. 

By half past seven the President 














where all preparations had 
made for the ceremony, and when 
it is stated that he was back 
Palace within a little over an how? 
from the time of his leaving it, it 
can he gathered that no time 
lost. In other years Emp 
spent most of a night and morn 
ing in the performance. 












Arrival at the Altar. 
President Yuan Shih-kai_ takes .°0 
much interest in practical affaies 
of State to permit of loo great 
a waste of time, and it was mt 
long after he arrived at the south 
gate of the enelosure wh 
Altar of Heaven is sitnated that 
the ceremony was preceeding, His 
costume was a special one—as xs 
the costume of every other off 
participating. On his head th 
President wore a hat resembling 1 
“mortar-hoard ” with 
strings tied beneath the chin. 
was adorned witha large pear! 
surrounded by inelve smaller ones 









































embodied in a design of ears of 
rice, His robe was of silk bear- 
ing twelve symbols embroidered 
with red and gold. The skirt was 
réd silk with an embroidered red 
and gold border. A girdle and 
sash were also worn, as were boots 
of special make. | Other parti- 
cipants in the coremony wore dif- 
ferent costumes, all of which con- 
tributed in a striking manner to 
the picturesqueness of the cere: 
mony. The great altar, famous as 
a work of art, gleamed white in the 
morning sunshine, and certainly 
could never have seen bluer sky or 
brighter for such or 
perhaps more unusual circumstances 
surrounding it. 


Details of the Ceremonial. 


The sacrificial utensils, the 
drums, the gongs and the medical 
instruments, were all in their pro- 
per place, and after the President 
performed the specified ceremonial 
ablutions he signed the prayer 
tablet, a blue paper bearing ver- 
million characters, and it was con- 
veyed to the prayer table, Then 
he ascended the Altar on the south- 
ern side, being accompanied by 
@ picturesque retinue. Four bows: 
were solemnly made in response to 
a cry from a master of ceremonies, 
strains of music filled the air, and 
bearers carried to a table a tray 
containing the blood and hair of a 
bullock slaughtered as a sacrifice on 
the previous day, the bonfire being 
simultaneously lighted. Silk was 
offered as a sacrifice, being for the 
time placed on a table on the 
Atlar, and meat was offered. A 
howl of steaming soup was ten- 
dered the President who had ad- 
vanced to the first circle of the 
Altar. Ho raised it to the height 
of his face and return it to 
an assistant who poured — the 
contents upon the meat in 
the tray on the table near by. 

Music again struck up, goblets 
were filled, and the President raised 
a goblet to the height of his face and 
returned it to the attendant. 
contents were poured on 
Advancing to the prayer table 
President stood before it while an 
official chanted a prayer on behalf 
of the people of the Republic. In- 
cense ascended to the ambient at 
mosphere. The President retired, 
knelt and prostrated himself four 
times, the old style of kowtowing 
having been abolished. Other offi- 
Is likewise prostrated — them: 
selves, and then second and third 
prayers followed. The reception of 
the blessings from Heaven — then 
tonk place. The function was sym- 
bolic, the President, on be 
the citizens of the Republic, 
ing a cup of wine and a how! 
from one attendant, reverent- 
yo raising it, and then passing 
it to another. 
sident, fallowe 
hime 



































by other offici 
times, an’ 
Was a sacri 



















ain the — Pre 


fice. Music was played while the 
President and his retinue repaired 
to the altar of the burnt offering 
near by. The silk, the wine, the 
grain, and the meat are placed n 
the firewood. It was lighted; i 
burned. The burning of a bullock 
was dispensed with. The Pre- 
sident watched the ceremony from 
the west of the altar, and after the 
fire was well lighted repaired to 
the rest house, where he changed 
his attired and left for his Palace. 

The ceremony was not of lengthy 
duration. It was completed in just 
a little over an hour, and is now 
but a memory, though it constitutes 
a precedent unique in China’s his- 
tory. It is the first time, too, 
that the sacrifice has been offered 
since the abdication of the Man- 
chus, The return journey of the Pre- 
ident to the Palace was without 
incident. The troops still held the 
thoroughfare, and only dispersed 
and permitted traffic to resume 
when the Presidential party was 
well inside the Palace. 




















JAPANESE IN 
MANCHURIA. 


EFFORTS TO CAPTURE 
GERMAN TRADE. 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Harbin, Dec. 15. 

The activity of the Japanese com- 
mercial classes throughout the 
Priamur district and northern Man 
churia is assuming enormous pro- 
portions, and from a Japanese point 
‘of view the results are most en- 
couraging. In the past, German and 
Austrian goods have occupied a 
very prominent place in imports to 
the above district, ‘The Japanese 
are endeavouring with much suc- 
cess to get this trade, paying the 
jinutest attention as to what act- 
ually is required and producing 
articles of a similar nature. Nor 
are they content with confining their 
activities to these districts. They 
are sending their representatives 
throughout Siberia and right: 
through the heart of Russia not 
only to study requirements, but 
also to take orders whenever i- 
ble and possible. Within a few 
months, it is more than likely that. 
carloads of Japanese goods will be 
Vladivostok by 

1 railway to Petrograd, 
. Kieff, Odessa and other 
nt towns in Russia proper, 
* principal cities 
n and) Eastern 
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goods which must be imported year- 
ly throughout the Russian Empire, 
with its population of 140,000,000 
souls. 


American Competition. 


There are indications that Ameri- 
can manufacturers, exporters and 
merchants are also going to. start 
an active campaign in these parts, 
for representatives and agents have 
already made their appearance and 
intend to pursue their investigation 
in an intelligent manner. Hitherto 
American imports have played any- 
thing but an important réle, but 
conditions are now changed. | The 
inability of Germany to export. 
coupled with the fact that most 
manufacturers are in the Eastern 
States of America and will now 
come through the Panama C 
thereby redueing time of di 
as well as freight charges consider- 
ably, render a considerable increas: 
in American goods during the com- 
ing year very probable. 





Opportunities for British Trade. 
So far there seems adi 
tinct lack of energy and_ fore- 
sight on the part British 
manufacturers at home, and British 
firms carrying on business in the 
Far East. It may be argued that 
financial facilities as offered by the 















banks, make trading very dif 
ficult. but if Anwricuns and Sayers 
ese can somehow get over these 
difficulties suely Britons ean do so 
also, ‘There is an espeeit 






field open for machinery, 
parts und mechancial appliance 
all sorts. In the manufacture of 
these necessities British produc 
excel, and on account of the 
cellence of their products they 
should not have much difficulty in 
placing their goods with eonsin 
and users, — With a little reflexion 
it is possible to realize to a certain 
extent the innumerable —require- 
ments in the Priamur and North 
Manchuria. The flour and oil mills, 
the electric light plants, the candle 
and soap factories, the machine and 
repair shops, the printing plants, 
to mention only a few, are continu- 
ally wanting renewals’ and  exten- 
sions, ‘The immense fleet of stea- 
mers plying on the Sungari and the 
Amur have never ending wants, 
whilst it is more than likely tha 
the nearly completed new Amur 
Railway will be unable to get all 
its urgent necessities from Russi 
and so will have to place substan- 
tial orders with other countries, 


Lack of knowledge of the country, 
of the people and their ways and 
language, can easily be overcome, 
for practically on the spot are to 
be found suitable men of various 
nationalities who are familiar with 
all three, British firms and manu: 
facturers should take a leaf ont of 
the book of the Germans, for Rus: 
sian purchasers admit that as often 
ax not the reason why Germans 
received the order was solely be- 
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cause they were better understood. 
The average Russian, like the avi 
age Briton, knows no other languag® 
than his o 














DEVELOPMENT OF 
SOUTH MANCHURIA. 


IMPORTANCE OF MONGOL 
TRADE. 





From Our Own Correspondent. 


Fakumen, Dec. 21. 

Commerce is proverbially suscept- 
ible to disturbance from military 
causes. The Japanese garrison, 
which was placed in Chenchiauun 
(Liaoyuanchou) shortly after the 
outbreak of the war, has, through 
no fault of its own, caused a con 
siderable set-back to trade. It is 
true that the actual arrival of the 
forcign troups, preceded as it was 
hy the withdrawal of General Wu, 
the Chinese commander of the dis- 
trict, naturally gave rise to excite 
ment. But shortly afterwards, 
neral Wu returned to his accus- 
tomed post and things might well 
have gone on as usual. 


Japanese and Mongols. 

Trade, however, is easier to dis: 
turb than to restore. — Especially 
is this the ease when dealing with 
tively ignorant people like 
gels. The prosperity uf this 
Longe centre of commercial setivity 
pendent on the zoodwill of the 
suring Mongol tribes, There 
was talk of Japanese troops bein 
hilleted on a P res 
This complication, howev: 
avoided. And yet, for sev 
months there has been stagnat 
One large carpenter's shop, for ex- 
ample, which ordinarily sells 10 
carts in the year, finds its sale this 
year down to twenty. There is no. 
direct interference with local affsirs: 
on the part of the strangers. But 
the Mongols are timid. They have 
not yet recovered from their panic. 
Perhaps there is this slicht  justi- 
fication for their fears that there 
happens to be a particularly laree 
force of Chinese troops under Gen 
eral Wa’s command. There is. 

jevertheless, little chance of any 
rupture of relations between the 
small Japanese contingent and the 
large local garrison. 

To facilitate the movement of his 
‘motor transnort cars, General Wu 
has had a road constructed from 
Taonanfu to the Liao River near 
Chenchiatun, a distance of 180-200 
miles. This rough engineering work 
was performed by thonsands of 
Chinese soldiers. 


A New Settlement. 

Tf Chenchiatun itself has struck 
on hard t'mes, the situation is very 
different 10 miles to the north of 
thab town. Here a large new 
settlement has come into existence, 
called Pa‘yentailai. The land, being 
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of excellent quality, has attracted a 
great rush of settlers to the neigh- 
bourhood, which is not on the 
direct road to Taonanfu. If the 
Proposed railway from Pamien- 
cheng, vid Chenchiatun to Taonan- 
fu, is set foot, the district will in- 
crease still further in importance, 
both from the commercial and the 
political standpoint, No wonder 
there is a rumour that two new 
provinces are possibly to be formed 
in Inner Mongoli the capital of 
‘one being Chenchiatun. 








PAINTING BRITAIN 
BLACK. 


GERMAN PRESS CAMPAIGN 
IN SOUTH CHINA 














Our Own Corresponden 
Canton, Dec, 17. 

In the south, there are still arti- 
cles and pamphlets issued, whose 
object is to bias the minds of Chit 
ese readers, und inflame _ the 
against the British, One fails to 
see what serious advantage accrues 
to the authors from the public 
tion of these fabrications, for the 
Chinese know little about for- 
cign matters, and those few who 
take an intelligent interest in 
world wide affairs cortainly 
unable te de anything serious to as- 































sist the Gerwans ur thwart the 
British, Yet the work gues on 
Vhat these emstiace trom) German 
snus is clear enongi, because 
mituy geographical names, whieh 
are transisterated into Chinese, ap- 





pear wisu in their original form, 
and tis is Gorman and not Eng: 
lish. The unworthy ambitions of 





+] the British are set forth and paint- 





cd in the darkest coloms. — ‘The 
have been a perfidious race for un- 
numbered yerus, it is said, They have 
conquered the jands that they have 
needed for their without a 
thought for the es of those 
y have subdued. Recent 
mined to sweep 
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into their lap that part of Asia 
that stretches from the Suez Canal 
even to the north of the Persian 
Gulf, and it is because of this, and 
because the Germans cannot 1:t) 
them proceed unopposed in their 
unrighteous march that England 
has declared war upon Germany 


Britain in Egypt. 


Moreover, Britain, which poses 
before the world as a democratic 
country, has swept away all the 
chiefs that aforetime ruled in Egypt 
and in the Sudan, and has set up 
in their place a most tyrannical 
and autocratic government, whose 
one ambition is to get as much as 
can be squeezed out of the people 
and add as much glory as possible 
to the British nation. Therefore, 
it has been necessary to stir up the 
Egyptians to make a stand against 
their conquerors and therefore Ger- 
many, notwithstanding the fact 
that she is fighting the world, has 
still undertaken the task of | sup- 
porting Turkey in this righteous 
task. 


Object of these Lies, 

There is much more of the same 
sort of thing. The writer makes 
it out that Germany never wanted 
war with Great Britain, and it was 
nothing but the unconscionable 
jealousy of Britain, when she saw 
that Germany was at war with’ 
Russia and France, suddenly to 
attack her, and, #0 to speak, stab’ 








her in the back. Amidst all this, 
however, there is the unblushing 
assumption that Germany will come 
out of the conflict victorious when 
her enemines will bite the dust, or 
if they do not get so close to the 
ground, they will have to kneel 
down and the foot of their con- 
queror will be placed upon their 
necks. What then will happen to 
Britain?’ The inference is clear 
enough. Moreover all this is writ- 
ten to try to alienate the Chinese 
away from the obvious facts, and 
though, as I hinted above, I fail to 
see what good can come from this 
crusade, probably it will to some 
extent hinder for the time the good 
relations between Britain and Chi- 
na and make the latter fear to 
stand too closely by the country 
that is to be humbled. Certainly 
some of the statements are dis- 
gracefully untrue, and it seems to 
me that the writers must know 
them to be false, 

It is much to be regretted that 
some pen does not translate the 





name will be smirched because of 
what they are trying to do to-day, 


Officials and People. 

If one may judge by what is go- 
ing on all round, the officials are 
by no means satisfied yet as to the 
immediate future of their tenure of 
office; or to put it another way 
they are suspicious that they may 
have to fight to maintain it, Every- 
body knows to-day the immense im- 
portance that the Chinese attach (o 
mutual responsibility. Recently an 
attempt has been made to apply 
this principle on a broad and new 
scale. The officials attempted to 
impose upon every five families the 
luty of mutually guaranteeing the 
good faith of all the others within 
the walls of the said five houses, 
This of course involved an immense 

ibility, for no one in his sen- 
ses could read character sufficiently 
clearly to guarantee that all che 
jdwellers in the two houses on either 
side of his own were trustworthy 
men and women, and so there was 








British Blue Book into easy Chin-[a strong outery raised, which, in 
ese, and send it forth throughout effect, meant that the people of 


the cities of China, which might to 
some extent act as an antidote to 
the poison that is now being pub- 
lished from German sources. 
But the time will come when 
the facts will be known even 
throughout China, and then those 
who have fabricated and published 
such falsehoods, will have to stand 
naked before this people, and their 
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Canton would not bear such a bur- 
den. 


Another Scheme. 
Thereafter, the officials tried an- 
other dodge. They announced that 
each one of the five houses should 
be allowed to choose four others, 
whose dwellers they would guar- 
antee. This meant that all those 
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left out in the cold would be sus- 
pected persons at the start. This 
scheme also failed. We have heard 
nothing further about it lately, so 
it may be assumed that the idea 
was stillborn and was speedily 
buried. 


Severe Censorship. 
Meanwhile the Canton — officials 
have taken a leaf out of the book 
of the Hongkong Government; we 
understand that a very severe cen- 
sorship is exercised over all cor- 
respondence that passes through 
the This will have a ver 





respondence, 
that already i 
ese correspondence is quite changed 
from what it was before the 
sorship was imposed. Much more 
will this be so in Canton, An evei 
more strict search is made of th 
luggage of all passengers who leav 
the steamers coming from Hong: 
kong or Macao, while bas- 
gage of the passen the 
country districts is search in 
Canton. This is done mainly to 
discover whether there are arms or 
bombs hidden in the personal 
effects of the ordinary passengers, 






















OLDIER'S HEART.” 
AN ANALYSIS OF ITS 
CAUSES. 
From a Correspondent. 

Several times recently reference 
has been made in the newspapers 10 
the condition known as “soldier's 
heart,” or “irritable heart.” For 
instance, in the “North-China Daily 
News” of December 3, it is report- 
ed that Prince Oscar of Germany 
‘owed his life on the field of battle 
to the unconsciousness produced by 
a sudden attack of heart failure 
brought on by over-exertion, and 
the heart is now so weak as to pre- 
clude any exhausting movement. 
‘The Sikhs are said to be magnifi- 
cent soldiers in the present war, 
because so few of them fall out on 
the line of march from heart trou 
ble. 

In the old days when soldiers 
carried knapsacks with cross-belts: 
which constricted the chest, tight 
uniforms with leather stocks round 
the neck, and had to march in an 
extremely upright, constrained 
position of the body carrying heavy 
accoutrements, the disease was more 
than it is now with the valise equip- 
ment and freer movements. As o1 
dinarily described, the malady is 
said to be due to overstrain of the 
heart, under the impediments 
ed by clothing and accoutrements, 
to the f pansion of the ch 
When at rest the affected sol 
feels perfectly well and has little 
‘or no throbbing in the chest. 
soon, however, as he puts on 
tunic and accoutrements, and ‘y 


























his 












his drill, throbbing occurs with 





Googl 


more or less violence, acoompanied 
with a feeling of oppression and 
with dificulty of breathing, and 
this being followed by a sensation 
of faintness, sickness, or dizziness, 
he has to fall out of the ranks. 


An Instructive Analysis. 


An analysis made some little 
time ago of twenty cases in the 
British army is nstructive. 
Fourteen of the n the 
infantry; three in the artiller 
two in the cavalry; one in the en 
gineers. As to age, two were un. 
der fourteen 
ne and 
twenty- 
or over, Accepting the 
statements of the men as 
true, the average amount of beer 
daily was from three to 
four pints. Other alcoholic drinks 
were only taken occasionally. The 
average amount of tobacco con. 
was from three to four oun- 
ces a week, the tobacco 
being twist’ or plug. Tw 
suffered from venereal disea 
en from malarial and other trop 
fevers, two only from rheuma 
tism, 
eases were cardiac pain and dysp- 
noca; giddiness in six; sleepless: 
ness in nervousness in seven. 
‘Three cases were noted in which the 
men were unaware there was any- 
thing wrong with the heart, 


Lighter Forms Easily Curabl 

From a survey of the histories 
of these cases it is evident that 
while over-exe nis the determin- 
ing, and, perhaps. indispensable, 
cause of “soldier’s heart,” it is 
not the only factor. The heart may 
have been weakened by previous 
disease, or by over indulgence 'n 
alcohol and tobacco, substances 
known powerfully to affect the 
heart. Perhaps the importance of 
muscular effort has been exaggerat- 
ed. A young man of good history 
and habits, carefully and systema- 
tically trained, can undergo a great 
deal of hardship and strain with- 
out being injured by it. In_ its 


















































































Is baby strong ? 


strong child suffers _ little 

lier of rickets, teething troub 

les, measles, _ whooping - cough 
yood alm. 





see baby grow 
surdy aud strong, with 
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firm limbs and all the 
vigour of natural health. 
lusist on genuine 
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lighter forms the derangement is 
easily curable, but if the injurious 
conditions persist, serious organic 
disease of the heart may follow. 


WARSAW DURIN 
THE GERMAN 
ATTACK. 


AEROPLANE BOMBS AND 
ANIC 
By Francis McCullagh, 
Warsaw, Oct, 24. 

‘The bomb-throwing from acco 
planes in which the Germans n- 
dulged at Warsaw created a panic 
in the city. On one day alone, 
fourteen bombs were thrown from 
aeroplanes, forty-one persons — be. 
ing wounded by them and seven 
killed. On Friday October 16 a 
bomb was dropped at the Warsaw- 
Vienna railway station apparently 











y|at a train wherein I was seated, 


though it may also have been aim: 
ed at the station generally or at 
some troops passing outside, Those 
troops were bringing ammunition 
to the Front and it is good that 
the bomb did not explode their 
cart-load of explosives — otherwise 
the loss of life would have been 
ry great. Ax it was, five horses 
were killed, ineluding a horse which 
an officer was riding. ‘Three or 
four soldiers were killed and a few 
civilians, Among the civilians was 
the hairdresser of the Hotel Polo- 
nia who bled to death on the street. 
Not a pane of glass.was left in 
any of the front windows of the 
Hotel Polonia, which is situated 
just opposite the Vienna railway 
station, 


Watching the Skies, 


Of course nearly all the guests 
of that hotel cleared out as it was 
feared that the airmen would 
aim again at so obvious a mark as 
the railway station. Only — three 
waiters remained and they spent 
most of their time gazing heaven. 
ward so that they might bolt when 
the next aeroplane sailed into 
sight. Stargazing seemed, indeed, 
to have become the only occupation 
of most Warsaw residents during 
these troublons days, A man would 
nt cross a street until he had first 
cast a swift glance upward to see 
if there were no aeroplanes abo 
When an aeroplane did appear in 
the distant horizon, its progress 
was watched with feverish intent- 
ness by tens of thousands of eyes 
from street-corners, windows, shop- 
doors and roofs. 

When an aeroplane came rigint 
overhead, the crowd seemed hyp: 
notized, for it seldom broke up. Tt 
continued gazing stolidly at — the 
small bird-shaped speck — floating 
far above it despite the fact that 
the bird-shaped speck was evident 
ly preparing to drop a bomb. It 
was difficult to know the cause of 
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this curious immobility. Were the 
citizens becoming familiarized with 
the deadly aeroplane? Was their 
curiosity greater than their fear? 
Or were they simply numbed by 
terror? 

In all forty people were wounded 
and seven killed by aeroplane 
bombs. Some of the wounded may 
since have died. On October 19 
thirteen bombs were thrown and 
nineteen people killed and wound- 
ed. 











A Polish Militia, 


When it seemed that Warsaw 
was already lost, General Sheide- 
mann, the Russian leader, authoriz, 
ed the formation by the Poles of a 
militia The town was divided 
into thirteen divisions, and a com- 
mander of militia was placed in 








charge of each division. The 
tia, which consisted of 
citizens, was equivalent to 


special constables in England. The 
Poles did wonders in helping *he 
refugees. Prince Stanislaus Labo- 
mirsky converted his _sp'endid 
house in Veisky Street into a re- 
fuge for the poor and over one 
thousand homeless people fom the 
country found there food, ‘a roof, 
and kind friend. Polish charit- 
able organizations acted very wise- 
ly by sending off great numbers of 
the refugees to Seidletz and Brest- 
Litovsk, the railways providing 
these unfortunates with free pas 

If this had not been done, 
‘Warsaw itself would have become 
dangerously congested and there- 
fore more liable to be seized by a 
panio which would have reacted 
perhaps on the army defending the 








leges had already been converted 
into hospitals for the wounded. 


Arteries of Communication. 


While the terror lasted in War- 
saw the arteries of communication 
were guarded with the vigilance a 
man might bestow on the protection 
of his jugular vein, if he were 
told that somebody wanted to cat 
it. Soldiers with loaded rifles and 
fixed bayonets stood at the railway 
bridges, at the telegraph-offices, 
and along the railway lines. Sus- 
pecting that spies were making use 
‘of the telephones in order to com- 
municate with one another, the 
military authorities took over the 
whole telephone system of the city. 

During the height of the crisis, 
it was impossible to wire or to 
send a letter, as both the post office 
and the telegraph officials had fled. 
But even after both came back. 
they proved practically useless as 
media of communication with the 
outer world. The Post Office held 
up letters indefinitely. The tele- 
graph ole did the same with tele- 

mean, of course, i 
peivate clegrame, for it 
goes without saying that telegrams 


















referring to the war were instant. 
ly returned to the sender. 

One saw at every step that an 
empire was struggling for life. All 
the conveniences and amenities of 
existence fell away, therefore, like 
a veil. 


BOOK REVIEW. 


How Germany Makes. War—by Gener- 
al F. von Bernbardi—Hodder & Stough- 
ton—London—2/- 

So much has been written and 
said of Bernbardi’s precepts ae re- 
gards the duty that a strong nation 
owes to itself of imposing that 
strength on others, and so many de- 
plorable examples have been given 
to the world of how Germany does 
make war, that there seems nothing 
new to be said as regards either 
precept or practice. But the arrival 
in the Far East of Messrs, Hodder 
and Stoughtou’s admirable cheap 
tzanslation of this famous book en- 
ables one to judge for oneself, with 
the aid of illustrations from the 
battlefields of Europe which give 
poignant interest to the reading. A 
few of the most technical passages: 
have been omitted but this, from 
the standpoint of the average read: 
er, is certainly no disadvantage. 

‘The philosophy of Prussianism is 
summed up in the following sen- 
tences from the introduction :— 

“Our prominent importance as a 


civilizing nation is plain to everybody 
since the. German clans have { 








hands to form one powerful Stat 
But we can only carry out successfully 
these supreme civilizing tasks if our 

forts are accompanied 


by, increasing political 


spported 
power as evinced by enlarged colomal 
pions, international 


tion in the world that 
we must rely on our sword, renounce 
all weakly visions of peace and eye 
the dangers surroundi 
solute and unflinching courage. 


jing us with re- 


It is 
those 


useless to reply 
dangers exist 
ithe hypersensitive 

of Teutonic culture. 
nations evince a@ 
sire to keep what 
none the less certain that they would 
never have attacked Germany if 
she had not attacked them. In 
German eyes this desire to keep 
what is their's was the danger to 
and crime against Germany. Of 
course, if the nations refused to ad- 
mit any Germans among them, if 
the British Empire were closed 
against Germans as the German 
Empire has largely been closed 
against non-Germans, Germany 
would have some right to complain. 
But of course this is not so, and the 
only reason that Bernhardi can give 
for the teaching he inculeates may 
be summed up thus: We are bi 
and strong, you are small and weak ; 
therefore it is only our due to take 
what you have got. 


that | 
only in 
imagination 

If other 
natural de- 
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From principle we proceed to 
methods of — enforcement—“ The 
Secret of Modern War,” or how the 
latest discoveries are likely to 
modify tactics; “Armies of Masses,” 
that is, the necessity of throwing 
the whole nation into the fighting 
line; ‘The Object and the Conduct 
of War,” about which the world un- 
derstands @ great deal more of Ger- 
man ruthlesmess than it formerly 
did; and so forth. 

Long quotations are impossible 
but a few pointe may be noticed. 
‘Thus on P. 93 the author congratu- 
lates France on having suffered com- 
paratively so little in 1870-71, owing 
“to the broadminded humanity with 
which the Germans conducted the 
” But of the future, he adds, 
is not at all certain that others 
will manifest an equally high moral 
standard”—therefore, presumably, 
Germany decided to forestall them 
by abandoning moral standards of 
all kinds, On P, 42 after careful 
calculation of how to manipulate 
huge masses of men, the writer con- 
cludes that, after all, “not numbers 
decide but force,” a statement 
which can be interestingly illustrat: 
ed by many examples in the pre- 
sent war all going to prove that in 
spite of mechanical perfection in the 
drilling and marshalling of vast, 
submissive masses of men, the per- 
sonal equation counts for as much 
asever it did. On P. 101 the author 
emphasizes the urgent necessity of 
abandoning close formations in face 
of modern fire—perhaps the one 
vital part of his teaching which the 
German infantry hae never been 
able to persuade itself to accept; 
and in the chapter ‘Attack and De- 
fence” he has some interesting pas- 
sages on the moral advantages of 

lot as compared with 





‘This leads, indirectly, to the most 
remarkable passage in the whole 
book. Bernhardi is discussing naval 
warfare, where he is obliged to ad- 
mit the inferiority of German arma- 
ments to those of at least one other 
Power. How to redress the balance 
is the great question and hence this 
amazing doctri 
Especially atthe beginning of the 
war and sometimes in peace even—if 
there is no other way of defending 
oneself against superior force—it will 

‘be advisable to attack the enemy by 

torpedo submarine boats and to in- 

flict upon him unexpected losses. 

The italics above are ours, the 
whole passage throwing a new light 
on the exploits of the Koenigin 
Louise. The saying that “all’s fai 
in love and war” admits of ve 
wide extensions once war has be- 
gin, But seriously to advocate 
treachery of this kind leaves one 
simply speechless. Germany can 
hardly be surprised that she finds a 
world in arms against her, for while 
such principles govern Germany, 
whatever danger she may fancy she 
has to fear from others, there is no 
fancy about the dangers they 
to fear from her. 
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MR. W. H. WOODBRIDGE. 


The tragic death of a young man 
at Woosung was reported to the 
Police on Christmas day. Early in 
the morning, Captain Davies, of the 
Woosung Hotel, was informed by a 
Chinese that a foreigner had been 








found lying in the open near 
the forts with a bullet wound 
though his head. The body 
was ascertained to be that 


of Mr. W. H. Woodbridge, 
fa young man who recently came out, 
to Shanghai from Manchester as a 
machinery expert. He had been| W. 
missing from Shanghai since Decem- 
ber 7, and apparently from then up 
to the time of his death had been 
staying at Woosung, under the name: 
of Ward. When the body was search- 
ed a pocket book was found, but 
nothing revealing his identity. A 
five-chambered revolver was found 
near the body and there was a 
bullet wound in the right temple. 
Dr. Bennett saw the body almost 
immediately after it had been dis- 
covered and telephoned to Shang- 
hai, and it was conveyed to the 
mortuary during the day. 

Tt was known that Mi. Wood- 
bridge had had financial difficulties, 
but he appeared to view them far 
more seriously than he need have 
done. Three weeks ago a judge- 
ment summons was entered against 
him in the Supreme Court for a 
‘comparatively small sum, but the 
deceased failed to answer, and upon 
‘8 warrant being issued the Police 
were unable to find him in Shanghai, 

The deceased was a promising 
young man, and during his few 
months stay in Shanghai had form- 
ed many friendships. In the ab- 
senco of any other explanation, it ir 
assumed that his temporary financi- 
al difficulties were indirectly the 
cause of hie death, and it is most 
unfortunate that he should have 
allowed them to weigh upon his! 
mind to such an extent. 













‘The Funeral, 

The funeral took place 
Sunday afternoon at Bubbling] ¥as 
Well Cemetery, the 
being conducted by the Ree. 

E.  Darwent, Pastor of 
i Dalen ee Those pr:-| Mr 
sent included members of the| for two 
S.V.A., of which the deceased was 


* gunner, Mr. and Mrs. 8, §. Sellick, 
Mr. N. J. Milne, Mrs. Fether- 








ssistant, and in 1801 he went tw 
‘anton as Vice-Consul, In 1902 he 


prowoted to be a first class 





service | Assisiant, and dwing that and the 


following year fulfilled the duties of 
Acting Consul at Swatow, In 1004, 
T came to Shanghai and 
r did excellent service 
1s Assessor in the Mixed Court, his 
ability and unfailing courtesy earn- 
iug for him the esteem and apprecia- 











stonhaugh, Mr. and Mrs, Allan, Mr.|tion of all his colleagues. 


and Mrs, Morgan, Mr. and Mrs, 
Fetherstonhaugh, Junr. Messrs, J. 
Brewer, W. Hintze, L. Miller, T. 
D. Davy and several other friends. 


The pallbearers were Messrs. 8. S./he made 





solic Ww. 2 Milne, J. Brewer, 
ii E. — Fethers 















In 1906 and 1907 he held the 
ssition of Acting Vice-Consul 
tt Shanghai, and during his 
period of residence —_here 

innumerable friends. 
In the latter part of 1907, he 


took the post of Acting Consul at 


haugh and “tb. Davy. Wreaths] Kiungchow and Pakhoi, and in 


sent by the _ follow. 
The Shanghai Volunteer 


were 
ing: 


September of the following year he 
promoted to be one of H. M. 





Artillery, Mr. and Mrs, Bellick, the] Vice-Consuls in China, proceeding 


“North-China Daily New: 
Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
Fetherstonhaugh, Mr. 
Morgan and Mesars, J. Nayeor, E. 
Fetherstonhaugh, L. Miiller, and 
Hintze, 








MR, B. TWYMAN. 


Messrs. lto Chéngtu 
Mrs. |General and_ rem 
and Mrs.!tion until February 


-|Consular District 


Acting — Consul- 
ing in that posi- 
1909. Later he 
was promoted to be Consul for the 
of Kiungchow 
and Pakhoi, and during the last 
two or three years he was in 
charge at Chinkiang and latterly at 











We regret to record the death of |Wuhu. 


Mr. Bertie Twyman, H. M. Consul] Hi 






at Wuhi 
Saturd: 


who passed away on 








Following a severe attack of typhoid|loses an exceedingly able 
pneumonia set in and was|From the time he went to Wuhu, 
of his | about the middle of November, Mr. 

death | Twyman did not enjoy the best of 


fever, 
the immediate cause 
death. The news of his 


in the hospital at Wuhu.|by his death the Consular 8 





wide experiences rendered 
service extremely valuable, and 

ice 
official 





and burial—which took place on|health, but there were good hopes 


BSunday—w 
with feelings of profound regret, 





especially by his Inte colleagues at | painful suddenne 


the British Consulate amongst whom 
he was very greatly esteemed, and 
the utmost sympathy will go’ from 


many here to Mrs, Twyman and the Mr. 


two children, 

The deceased, who was forty-two 
years of age, was appointed Student 
Interpreter in China in September, 
1895, and three years later took the 
position of Acting Consul at Chin- 
kiang. In the following year he 
was promoted to be a second class 





received in Shanghai|of his recovering, and consequently 


the news of his death has come with 








MR. E. H. DE ST. CROIX. 
We regret to record the death of 
E, H. de 8t. Croix, who 
passed away at his residence, 3 
Binza Road, on December 
23. His death was sudden, o 
curring after only two days’ illness. 
Mr. Bt. Croix, the son of a former 
Deputy Commissioner of Customs, 
joined the Service at Shanghai in 
101, and was stationed at various 
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Places, principally in South China. 
and wally was appointed as 
first Assistant at Shanghai, where 
he has served for a number of 
years, becoming very well-known 
and esteemed. Quite recently he 
returned from Home leave and 
resumed his duties, apparently in 
excellent health, so that the news 
of his death must come as a pain- 
fal surprise to his many friends 
The deceased, who was 41 years of 
age, leaves a widow and one son, 
to whom much sympathy will be 
extended in the bereavement which 
has so suddenly come upon them. 








REPUBLICANISM IN 
PEKING. 


LONG DEBATES ON MATTERS 
OF FORM 


‘Prem Our Chinese Correspondent. 

Peking, Dec. 23. 
Vice-President Li Yuan-hung in 
ie capacity as Speaker of the 
‘Tsauchengyuan or State Council 
had a long interview with tho Pre- 
sident a couple of days ago as to 
whether the term of this House in 
ite capacity as a Legislative Borly 
should again be extended. After 





consultation, President Yuan is 
said to have decided again to ex- 
tend the term to another two 


months while another report says 
the House will be temporarily si 
pended on the 28th instant until 
next Spring, 

‘The Government has wired to the 
various Provinces urging the estab- 
lishment cf their respective elcction 
bureaux while election bureaux in 
Peking will be established as soon 





as possible. Hence the Govern- 
ment hopes formally to open 
the permanent Legislature _ of 


the Chinese Republic in September 
1915. A 

The draft Inw concerning the 
assemblage of the Kuominhuiyi 
Citizen's Convention, in Pel 
the drafting and passage of the 
permanent Chinese Constitution is 
still under the consideration of th 
Provisional Conference and it will 
be presented to the regular meet- 
ing for passage before the 25th 
instant. It is the intention of the 
Government to convene the Con- 
vention in advance of the Lifayuan 
next year, After the passage of 
the aforesaid draft law, the Pro- 
visional Conference will be dis- 
solved in January, if the Pre- 
sident hea no new bills for passage 
or amendment. 


The ex-Manchu Court. 

Owing to the illness of Grand 
Secretary Shih Hsu, the Imperial 
Coneubine Chin Fei bas ordered 
Prince Na Tung to return to 
Peking. It is believed that Na 
Tung wi'l be appointed Guardian 
of the ex-Emperor Hsuan Tung and 
that future communications be- 
tween the Manchu Court and the 














Republican Government will be 
conducted by him. Shih Hsu is 
over seventy years old now. Na 
Tung’s appointment will be made 
by President Yuan, who, in the 
hope of pacifying the minds of the 
Manchu population agitated by 
the recent futile Manchu plot for 
the restoration of the ex-Emperor 
Hsuan Tung to the Dragon Throne, 
will give suitable official posts to: 
Duke Tsai Tse, former Minister of 
Finance and other Manchu Princes: 
in Peking. 


Precautions Against Internal 
Disturbances. 








Orders have been issued by the 
President commanding the Marshals 
of Kiangsu, Kiangsi, Chékiang and 
other provinces each to despatch a 
high military officer to Peking to 
take part in the special military 
conference to be held shortly for 
the discussion of all matters con- 
cerning the prevention and sup- 
pression of internal disturbances in 
the Yangtze and other provinces. 
With the exception of north-wrstern 
provinces, such as Kansu, Shensi, 
Yunnan, Kueichow and Heinkiang, 
all other provinces will be repre- 
sented in the coming conference 
which will be presided over either by 
General Tuan Chi-jui, Min‘ster of 
War or General Li Yuan-hung, Chief} 
of the General Staff. General Tuan 

















Chih-kuei, of Hupeh, will not 
returm to Wuchang’ until the 
termination of this conference. 


The coming visit of Admiral Liu 
Kuan-hsiung, Minister of the Navy, 
to the Yangtze Provinces is also 
connected with Chinese National 
defensive meagures. 


China’s Tea Trade, 


On the recommendation of the 
Ministry of Agricul‘ure and Com- 
merce, the President has ordered 
the Ministry of Finance to put 
aside 85,000 for the establishment 
of a tea-investigation and insnection 
bureau at Hankow, Shanghai and 
Foochow. In future the annual 
expenditure of these bureaux is to 
be included in the annual estimate 
of the provinces concerned. ‘The 
Government hopes to reoreanize the 
Chinese tea trade with foreign 
countries and. if successful, similar 
methods will be adopted for the 
reorganization of the Chinese silk 
trade, 

The President has sanctioned the 
vetition of the Ministry of Fduca- 
tion concerning the completion of 
the Government Un‘versity in P-k- 
ing which is being built for the 
acenmmodation of more students 
under the instruction of Foreign 
and Chinese Professors. The 
amount of money required this 
timo is $100,000. 


‘The Internal Loan. 

In view of the unusual success of 
the internal loan of $16 000.000, and 
the continual demand of the gen- 
eral public, the Central Government 
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has now decided to increase the 
amount to $24,000000. The Minis- 
try of Finance has been instructed 
to put aside the sum of $480,000 
out of the revenues of the Feng- 
yang and Shahu Native Customs as 
interest for the first year of the in- 
creased $8,000,000 while 82,800.00 
will be set aside from the surplus 
of the Peking-Hankow Trunk Rail- 
way for the payment of the prin- 
cipal. 





CHINA’S WIRELESS 
STATIONS. 


TYPHOON-WARNING AND 
PRESS SERVICE. 


The Wireless Coast Stations at 
Woosung and Canton, completed 
for working last summer, have now 
started regu'ar service. Similar 
stations at Foochow and Hankow 
will be completed within a few 
months. The Woosung and Canton 
stations will be open for general 
public correspondence with ships at 
sea on and after January 1, 1915. 
A typhoon-warning service, even- 
tually also a press service, will be 
organized and inaugurated as soon 
as the necessary arrangements can 
be completed. 

The Coast stations are all of the 
same construction, and the oscillat- 
ing power in the antenna radiating 
the waves, by means of which mes- 
sages are exchanged, is 5 kilowatt 
(about and a-balf H.P.) with a 
current of 32-38 Amperes. As the 
stations are fitted out each with 
two masts of a height of 200 feet 
this antenna power gives the stat 
ions a ranze of 700 nautical miles 
by day and at least 1,200 nautical 
miles by night, and they are thus 
able to exchange messagen with 
‘one pnother and with all ships in 
Chinese waters. 


Details of Fittings. 


The stations are fitted out with 
a 28 H.P. benzino-motor driving a 
dynamo and supplying the neces 
sary current for charging an ac 
cumulator-battery from which the 
current is then taken for driving 
the transmitting machinery, A 
“Converter” run by this battery 
will supply an alternat'ng current 
of £00 cycles per second, which is 
stepped up to some 10-12000 volts 
and used for charging the large 
condensors producing the electrio 
osc'llations and waves. The fre- 
quency of the oscillations being 
changed according to the wave- 
length can be varied betwren 100,- 
000 and 500.000 per second and thus 
produces waves with lengths be- 
tween 3,000 and 600 metres. The 
sparking in the spark-discharger 
takes place with a frequency of 
1,°00 per second, whereby is ob- 
tsined that the signals are received 
by other stations as a fine musical 
tone that will cut through the so 
called “statics” or electrio dis- 
































ICHIGAN 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


January 2, 1915. 


Ee —————————— ee 


turbances in the atmosphere, even 
when these are cons'derably strong. 
er than the waves sent out by the 
stations. The receivers of all the 
stations can pick up waves of all 
lengths between 300 and 4,000 
metres, and will transform the re- 
ceived waves into an audible sound 
heard by the operator in the head- 
gear telephone. 

The stations are manned by » 
Chinese staff educated by foreign 
experts in the Peking College of 
Communications The Woosung 
station will be open for day and 
night service and the Canton station 
will be open from 8a.m. to 10 p.m. 
The stations are supervised br 
managers with six to eight years’ 
practical experience in wireless 
work, and should Iend themselves 
to a satisfactory service. 




















HONGKONG’S HELP 
FOR THE WAR. 


DEPARTURE OF A VOLUNTEER 
CONTINGENT. 


Prom Our Own Correspondent. 
Hongkong, Dec. 8. 
(Delayed in transmission) 

The most important event of the 
past week was the departure of the 
local contingent, To be quite 
frank, it was not so large as 
had ‘been expected and was con: 
siderably below the strength which 
might fairly be asked from Hong 
kong. It is noticeable, again, that 
amongst the names of those who 
Jeft, there was one class, most of 
whom are volunteers, that did not 
figure. No doubt there exist per- 
fectly simple and legitimate reasons 
for both circumstances, but they 
have not been made public and 








the unfortunate result is that 
unwholesome tales are abroad. 
It is @ nice point whether 


it would not be well to have some 
authoritative statement on these 
points which might effectually salt 
the tails of the rumours that are 
abroad. There have been altogeth 
er too many unfounded and un- 
pleasing things said in Hongkong 
of late. It is not good business, 
and it is not patriotic, to indulge in 
gossip that can serve no good pur- 
Pose and may serve an ill one. 


Trade Conditions. 


There has been a slight improve- 
ment in trade conditions during the 
st week or two, and the outlook 
is a little better than has been the 
case of late; though this must not 
be misread into a statement that 
trade conditions are good. They 
are far from that. They are, in 
fact, only a little less bad than 
during the past two months. We 
make one quotation from the fort- 
nightly report of the Chamber of 
Commerce :— 

"Prices of metals locally are apprecia, 
ting rapidly, owing to non-arrival of 
fresh supplies. There is, however, little 
disposition on the part of dealers to 

















operate at the increasing level of prices! 
tow required from London. It. Seema 

ely, however, that stocks will have 
jortly to be replenished and it cannot 
be long before dealers realize that the 
highest figures must be paid.” 

Very much the same can be said 
of other branches of trade, and the 

















pleasing, though there is 
little grumbling on the 
enhanced prices. The increasing 
depreciation in the value of sub- 
sidiary coins, relative to the paper 
dollar, has also sent up the prices of 
foodstuffs and other necessaries. To- 
day it is quoted at 18 per cent. on 
ten cent pieces, and it is not to be 
wondered at that most of the stores 
have marked up the price of goods. 
‘Tho expression “relative to the 
paper dollar” may be explained by 
the remark that Hongkong money- 
changers are much more liberal 
when paper is tendered than when 
silver dollars are offered. This is 
one of the curiosities of Hongkong, 
but the money-changers know their 
own business best. Meantime it is 
no bad sign that the price of the 
dollar is again rising. Indeed, of] 
Inte it has been rather better than 
that of Shanghai, which is not gen- 
erally the case. 
“ Cash Required." 
Tho Stock Exchange és 
open, but the amount of bi 
being done is not great. There are 
any number of people who had their! 
fingers burned over Langkats just 
before war broke out and who are] 
still ruefully reflecting on the last 
settlement. They are waiting pa- 
tiently for a sign that these losses 
may be recovered, but that sign it 
not yet. In point of fact, there 




















will be little doing in Hongkong for 
tome time to come even though 
peace were declared to-morrow. 

As one leading business man put 
it to the writer only yesterday, "I 
can do business—any amount of it. 
Ican get as many orders as would 
satisfy me at any normal time. But 
can I collect the money? 
the question. The difficulty 
one does not kn whom to trust, 
and when that spirit is abroad in the 
business world, the case is not good 
Did you notice that some of the 
Chinese stores now have the legend 
displayed ‘Cash Required’? What 
they mean js clear enough, but they 
say rather more than they mean. 
They tell the absolute ttuth, bow- 
ever. Cash is required very badly. 

Helping “The Fund.” 

In spite of all this, however, the 
local efforts to swell the Prince of 
‘Wales's Fund are meeting with a fair 
measure of success. The production 
of the “Blue Bird” gave the local 
fund a big lft, and we learn that 
the latest effort is to hold » gala 
afternoon at the University. ‘There 
will be an exhibition of scientific 
apparatus, a concert, side shows, 
ete., and ‘an opportunity will be 
afforded for all local residenta to 
the University and to see the 


























at 
mm will be by ticket at 
nominal charge of £0 cents, and all 
proceeds will go to the Prince of 
Wales's Fund. 

This seems a capital idea in more 
ways than one. It is not too much 
to say that any number of local 
residents have only the very 
haziest of ideas of the actual work 
that is being done in the Univer- 
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A Double 








Safeguard. 


When buying Worcestershire Sauce, 
always look for the signature in White 


° 


on the Red label, and see also that the 
name LEA & PERRINS is embossed 
in raised letters on the glass bottle. 


Lea & Perrins’ label and bottle are copied to such an 
extent that these precautions are necessary, in order to 
make sure that you are being supplied with the original 
and genuine Worcestershire and not one of its many 
imitations. 
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sity and it in to be hoped that they 
will seize with both hands the op- 
portunity of extending their own 
knowledge, where it is much too 
scanty, and at the same time of help- 
ing forward a great cause. 

The sportsmen of the Colony have 
not been behind in affording assist- 
ance to the Fund, and a boxing 
tournament is announced for the 
near future. Money may be tight 
in the Colony, but Hongkong is do- 
ing well by the Fund nevertheless. 


SALE OF ALCOHOL 
IN HARBIN. 


FURTHER PROHIBITIONS. 


‘Prom Our Own Correspendest. 
Harbin, Dee. 17. 
The military authorities have 
again decided that the sale of all 
Kinde of intoxicants shall be pro: 
hibited in the Chinese Eastern Rail- 
way area. The official reason given 
for this step is that further detach- 
ments are now passing through 





Harbin and Manchuria for the seat] head 


of war; but it would appear that rhe 
real reason the wrath of General 
Bavitch, the Military Commander of 
the Priamur, in consequence of a 
drunken brawl at one of the stations 
along the Manchurian Railway. In} dior. 
actuality Harbin’s civil population 
is very little inconvenienced, for 
the local authorities are not show- 
ing any signs of energy in carrying 
the regulation out to the letter, and 
thongh trading in spirits is not 
openly permissible, there is hardly 
an hotel or restaurant where re- 
freshments @ stimulating form 
cannot be obtained. A dry Harbin 
will for ever remain unimaginable, 
hough, to give the city her due, 
comparatively little drunk- 
com prevalent, not because less is 
drunk by its citizens but because 
drinkables are much cheaper and 
purer than those to be found inside 
the boundaries of the Russian Em- 
pire. 
‘Trans-Siberian Railway. 

Last week the Wagon Lits Uo. 
despatched an express train from 
Vladivostok to Moscow. It was 
fairly well patronized, though not! 
being able to ran on scheduled time 
will, no doubt, travel considerably 
faster than the daily mail. A regu- 
lar weekly service is to be inaugu- 
rated, but how soon arrangements 
will be complete it is impossible to 
know exactly, as the military P| 
still practically monopolizing 
railway. This week there has been 
no express. There is also a great 
dearth of goodecars. The greater 
part of those belonging to the Rail- 
been requisitioned by 
uthorities and are 
ecattered af over the Russian Em- 




















pire. 

The tow firms who are doing ex- 
port business are experiencing 
great difficulty in getting the neces- 
cary freight and shipments are being 





very much delayed. The improve- 
ments in mail-service of the Chinese 
Post Offices in Manchuria continue, 
and now the Chinese Post Office 
send their own sealed mail-bags “A 
Biberia to London and other prin- 
cipal cities in Europe, so that there 
is no delay caused by Russian cen- 
sorship, as was the caso some little 
time back. 


Ohina’s Neutrality. 

The news that the Governor of 
Fengtien province has issued. 
instructions that cattle, or 
meat, are not to be sold 
to Russians, sa they will even- 
tually be used by the Russian mili- 
tary and thereby break the neutral- 
ity of China, is certainly = far- 
fetched piece of humbug on the part! 
of the official in question, and one 
wonders to what extent it 
is due to proGerman views. 
Cattle originally belonging to the 
Mongols are bought by Chinese mid- 
dlemen in Inner Mongolia, which is 
now nominally administered by the 
Fengtien Government, The middle- 
men are in the habit of selling these 
to Russian contractors, who 
ship to North Manchuria and the 
Ussuri district, and no deubt much 
ofthis meat is eventually bought by 
the Russian Military Commissariat 
and consumed by the Russian sol- 





“Fiat the Russian soldier in ques- 
tion is not engaged.in fighting with 
an enemy; he is merely required to 
prevent the possible outbreaks of 


unrest that may occur in his dis-| 


trict and to preserve the pence, We 
may next, perhaps, hear that Chin- 
lease are prohibited from selling coal 
to the French Legation Guard in 
Peking, or flour to the British in 
Tientsin, or kerosene to the Japan- 
eso in’ Tsingtao for all these are 
contraband of war. 


Treatment of German Prisoners. 

Another 10,000 prisoners of war: 
are expected to pass through Har- 
bin in the course of a week, en route 
for the Ussuri District, and it seems 
probable that the authorities will 
continue to make these shipmente of 
human freight to the eastern out- 
posts of their Empire. There is 
plenty of room and the expense of 
maintenance, once their destination 
is reached, is considerably lower 
than in the west, besides there is 
plenty of demand for labour, which 
can be utilized at a minimum cost. 

The wild stories that are being 
sent from the United States about 
the treament of prisoners sent to 
the| Siberia by the Russians are absolutr 
fabricatiqns. They are both well 
fed and warmly-boused in the trains. 
Of course many are raggedly clad 
but with such numbers to look afte: 
the authorities cannot right matter 
entirely at once. From personal ob 
servation and contact with the pris 
oners in question, I know that th: 
sullenness and ill-will borne by 
‘many of the Germans from Northerr 
Germany is excessive, and some ir 
responsible observers have taken the 
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views of these individuals, who have 
‘only themselves to blame. As pris- 
oners of war they should make th 
best of things, just as the Austrians 
are doing. 





THE RUSSIAN 
CAMPAIGN. 


AN INTERVIEW WITH GEN. 
VON HINDENBURG. 

The Russian military journal 
“Invalid” publishes » translation 
of an interview with General von 
Hindenburg und  Benckendorff, 
granted at his headquarters to the 
representative of an Austrian news 
paper. The correspondent begins 
hie account of the interview with 
& pen-portrait of the general—a 
typical German, tall and strongly 
built, with a heavy grey beard, and 
giving the impression of being 
man of groat energy and vigorous 
health. Although in his sixty- 
seventh year, in many respects he 
seems younger than his junior 
officers 

The general seems to have se 
tonished the journalist (the inter- 
view took place at dinner) by the 
facility with which he drank “sek”, 
the German champagne. Speaking 
of the numerical superiority of the 
Russian army, General von Hinden- 
burg said that it was not at all die 
concerting: the result of the fighting 
would depend upon the general with 
the strongest nerves. The most 
ane means of fighting would, be 
said, be that by which the war was 
soonest brought to a conclusion. For 
his own part, he cherished no feeling 
of hatred against the Russians, who 
wore fighting with spirit and gener- 
osity. As for the British, the 
General parenthetically observed, 
there was no man in Germany who 
underestimated the British army. 
At the same time there was no man 
80 maive as to imagine that Great 
Britain could create a new army of 
1,000,000 men. There was no one in 
Great Britain able to accomplish 
such a task, 


‘The Object of the Battle of Warsaw. 

When the conversstion turned on 
the delicate question of the German 
operations before Warsaw, General 
von Hindenburg quietly remarked 
that his great aim had been the 
destruction of the Russian railways 
in order to prevent the possibility 
of s Russian invasion of Germany. 
It during these operations Warsaw 
and Ivangorod had been taken, 0 
much the better, but the capture of 
these places 























direct aim of destroying 
ways had been achieved, and even 
if the Russians succeeded in reoon- 
structing them it would take some 
time. 

As to the Russian army, every- 
ing went to show that the 
Yussians had profited by lessons 
earned in their war with Japan, 
at was a matter for regret that the 
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German experts in Petrograd had 
not realized this to the fullest de- 





merely superficial. They seemed to 
have been obsessed with drunken- 
and revolutionary 
activity, failing to observe that the 
Russian army bad been re-generat- 
ed. Upon this point the General 
seemed to be very much upset, and 
is reported to have expressed a 
wish that the late German diploma- 
tio ataff at Petrograd might under- 
go a process to which refractory 
children are sometimes subjected. 
Gen, von Hindenburg recalled a 
“Give me the 
ian Cossacks and I will con- 
quer the whole world,” paranhras- 
ing it thus: “Give me the Russian 
field artillery and I should long ago 
have been in Warsaw—and Moscow 
and Petrograd.” 














A MILITARY EXPERT'S 





REVIEW. 
The military critic of the “Wovoe 
Vremya” touches upon many 


points of strategical and political 
interest in his report upon the last 
Austro-German offensive movement, 
& movem:nt which at one period 
placed the Russian Army in a very 
dificult position, It appeared, he 
writes, that the strategical idea of 
the movement was to attract as 
many aa possible of the Russian 
Reserve to Poland and ro to weaken 
the Russian offensive in western 
Gal ind prevent the investment 
of Cracow—the gateway of Silesia. 
On the other side, the presence of 
Russian troops in East Prussia, 
causing extreme disquietude and 
excitement among the people, 
necessitated another attempt to 
drive the Russians back. — It is 
noted that the wonderful net of 
ays in Prussia, whilst great- 
ly facilitating the concentration «f 
troops, has in one senee been a 
weak point, for upon occasions the 
news of approaching Cossacks, even 
in insignificant numbers, has creat- 
ed more or less panic and a 
consequent rush on the railway ser- 
vices to Koenigsburg, Dantzig, and 
even Berlin, 

‘The Government has now _ been 
obliced to cancel all ordinary 
traffic in order to keep the lines 
clear for the exclusive use of 
troops, One effzct of this enor- 
mous movement of the population 
westward has been to quell in some 
degree the “high spirits” upon 
which the Government counts zo 
much. It was necessary also for 
the Germans to clear Rursian 
troops from the frontier province 
of Kalish, their concentration there 
being a menace to the fortified posi- 
tion of Posen, There also entered 
into the scheme an economic factor 
of importance, namely, the reten- 
tion of as much Russian territory 
as possible from which supplies 
for the army may be drawn. 
































The Fighting in Hungary. 
The German offensive movement 
was undertaken in connexion with 
the concentration of Austrian 
troops in western Galicia and the 





Carpathian mountains for the pur- 
pose of protecting Hungary and if 
possible driving the Russians to *he 
north; but the Austrians were 1.0 
disorganized that, instead of ful 
lost 
the 


filling their purpose, they 
some important positions on 
mountains, enabling the Russi 
to open a road to the plait 
Hungary and giving them facilities 
for cavalry operations. The 0: 
sence of Russian troops in Hun- 
gary has occasioned such an amount 
of uneasiness and criticism that 
the Vienna Cabinet was forced to 
recall part of the Hungarian tro~ps 
from Servia to assist in preventing 
an invasion of Hungary.  T! 
movement of Hungarian tré 
was not made without opposition 
from the German General Staff, and 
the Hungarian Prime Minister, 
Count Tisa, had to travel to Bres- 
lau, accompanied by members of 
the Austrian General Staff, to ox 
plain the military and political 
postion to the German Emperor. 

‘The situation thus created involv- 
ed the despatch of three German 
Army corps to assist the Austrians 
in Western Galicia and the Car- 
pathians, and this movement weak- 
ened the German forces in East 
Prussia, and this in turn necesritat- 
ed the withdrawal of nine Army 
Corps from the French theatre of 
operations. It will thus be seen 
how an Austrian failure in the Car 
prthian mountains made its effect 
felt at Calais. 


‘The Strugsle for Przemysl. 

During the Inst great offensive 
movement, the Austrians endeavour- 
ed to relieve Przemysi from the 
Russian investing force. An initial 
attempt resulted in the retirement 
of the firsb Russ‘an line, chiefly 
owing to a threatening movement 
in the Uzcok pass, and this move- 
ment enrbled the Austrians to bring 
up reinforcements to Przemysl. A 
second attack in the Carrathians. 
and another sortie from Przemy=] 
were repulsed, the Russians again 
closing in on the town and, on De- 
cember 1, eapturing the first line of 
fortifications. According to 
ation to hand at the time of writ'ng. 
it appeared that the defenders of 
Prremys! were making practically 
their last stand. 

Tt remained for positions captured 
from the Austriens to be secured 
and seige artillery brought ints 
position, and this being agcomplish 
ed, the writer timed the fall of 
Proemysl to b= a matter of weeks 
This event, when it does occur, will 
he éne of importance, rince it will 
liberate a large Russien force for 
service elsewhere, and enable the 
Russians to strenathen their base. 
hitherto not too secure, of opera- 
tions in Galicia and on the 
Carpathian mountains, and from 
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this base the attack an 
Hungary can be more fico 
tively directed. A note is made 
of the fact that the passes over the 
Carpathian mountains, considered 
by the Austrian military authorities 
to be impregnable and easy to de- 
fend even with a small number of 
troops, are now being held by Aus 
trians and Germans, the latter hav- 
ing been called up to strengthen the 
defences. 











ON SALISBURY 
PLAIN. 


GLIMPE&ES OF CAMP LIFB. 


From » Correspondent, 
Brentwood, Nov. 30. 

Salisbury Plain is not by any 
means what many people imagine 
it—a vast expanse of flat land such 
as one ht see, say, in certain 
parts of New Zealand, or some Aus- 
tralian sheep-runs, or Canadian 
prairie farms, It is rather a far- 
stretching tract of the typical, un- 
dulating English land of hills’ and 
hollows, with here and there clumps 
or plantations of dark fir trees, some 
of which lend their names to the 
various camps. The plain is cut 
across by winding roads over which 
seless streams of motor tran: 
port wagons are now churning 
their way through mud a dozen 
inches deep. The air is splendidly 
exhilarating and one can tramp for 
niles without fatigue, always eager 
to top the next hill, hoping to see 
beyond, yet always foiled because 
the various rises are 60 nearly of 
height, 

Seer from a certain ridge one 
section of the plaia looks like a huge 
umphitheatre and the thousands of 
nen upon its surface count as little 
in soldiers whether marching in 
anks across its dull greenness, 
cacing up hills at the double, or 
standing apart in straight lined 
squares, signalling with flapping 
‘Tugs, while above them aeroplanes 
pursue each other in hasty flight 
vid the call of the bugle sounds 
clear across the hills. 


Camps Galore, 

Beyond the amphitheatre, where 
horsemen have worn brown rings 
in the green turf and now circie 
arouad tnem with the precision of 
necha vical toys, beyond the lines 
of tethered horses, the flapping 
lings of the signallers, and the drit! 
i ds, over and between 
ing hills, look which 
way one will, are camps galore 
From a distance they appear verita- 
ble towns, though towns wherei 
the buildings are curiously level in 
height. 

In the summer many of the men 
were under canvas, which was pic- 
turesque ‘f uncomfortable, especial- 
ly with a dozen men to a tent, lying 
feet to pole. When the weather 
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broke, such habitations proved 
Possible, and the washed-out troops 
were shifted into drier quarters 
with all possible speed. If 
8 hut had a roof upon its walls 
‘it was accounted “ habitable,” such 
refinements es glazed windows, 
door-fastenings and heating arrange- 
ments were postponed, while rush 
work on fresh hutments went on at 
top speed. Men worked, and are 
still working in gangs, night and 
day, or seven di week, for n 
addition to “Kitchener's Men,” who 
are coming in their tens of thou- 
sands, recking little of per- 
tonal financial loss, transports 
are daily voyaging nearer to 
England's shores, bringing ci 
sens from the outposts of Em 
to lend their aid in the Titanic 
struggle now being waged. 


From All over the Empire. 
Theso men who have responded to 
tho urgent call to arms are of” all 
ranks and classes, but there is lit- 
tle to differentiate each from the 
other as one sees t! 
Plain . “Kitchener's” are clad in 
dark blue, and wear an odd_ little 
Bootch cap clapped on the side of 
the head ; rumour has it that 20,000 
of theeo uniforms have been filched 
from the postmen, so those who de- 
liver our lettors will go shabby thie 
year, Other recruits aro wearing 
tho scarlet discarded by men on 
active service, many are till in 
muti. 

However, the great multitude in- 
cluding the men of the Overseas, 
aro in khaki of various shades. Here 
march the compact little body of 
Newfoundlanders, there the Cana- 
dians, quickly distinguishable by 
means of their coloured shoulder 
straps. Away across the plain one 
catches » glimpse of Australians, 
or else the New Zealanders who are 
most prominent when they wear 
their “‘cow-boy hate” with the 
khaki and scarlet band. Yet over 
in the vastness there are other 
troops, and will be more, stalwart 
Maories and a little body of Red 
Indians, so wide has the call of 
Empire sounded. 


In the Hutments. 

Each hutment is approximately 
fifty feet long, twenty feet wide, and 
twelve fect high and is supposed vo 
house about thirty men. The older 
ones are pea-green, with bright red 
the more modern are built on 
piles some two feet from the 
ground, and are black. They look 
not unlike rows of railway carriages 
standing about in lines. The offices’ 
quarters are more ornamental than 
those of mere privates, having peak- 
ed doorways; through the windows 
‘one catches glimpses of such luxur- 
ies as looking-glasses and white 
table covers. 

In these the men wo know and 
love are living to-day: they are 
among the bands of merry-faced, 
serious eyed youngsters to be seen 
walking, riding and cycling across 
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the Plain on Saturday afternoon 
and Sundays, visiting points of in- 
terest and exploring the neighbour. 
ing villages. Unfortunately the 
” of a past age has not 
always made his presence an un- 
mitigated pleasure, as a result. the 
khaki-menof to-day are paying ‘ae 
penalty for his sins. Too often, all 
the decent hotels and refreshment 
places ‘out of bounds for 
soldiers” with the result that lesser 
hostels are crowded to excess. 

The unwary recruit frequently 
finds himself stranded miles from 
camp at meal-time and learns to 
apply most meekly for the privilege 
of paying for something to eat. 
First he asks for a “hot dinner,” 
then becomes a supplicant for 

bread and cheese and a cup of 
tea,” only to find this too quite 
unobtainable. 


The Day's Routine. 

Many of the recruits have come 
from homes as good as our best and 
ving without murmur a ‘ife 
that is not easy. The man who has 
had his bachelor chambers now 
counts as his, no more than a few 
feet of floor space in a row. He 
turns out at 6.30 in the morning, 
fetches his bucket of icy water and 
washes in the open, then comes drill 
and physical exercise till breakt. 
followed by tent, or hut, inspection 
and perhaps some field’ work till 
lunch breaks the monotony. The 
afternoons are often given over to 
sigualling work, or, if wet, to lec- 
tures, unless some special marching 
is ordained. Dinner comes at five- 
thirty, after which each man bas to 
wath his own knife, spoon and fork. 
The evenings, except for occasional 
walks across the dark plain, are 
spent either in the huts or at’ the 
canteens, both of which are lighted 
by candles, but there is not much 
leisure, for “lights out” sounds at 
ten o'clock sharp, and, as may be 
guessed there is a considerable 
amount of washing and mending for 
each individual—and small conveni- 
ences for doing either, in a few feet 
of space around which other men 
are groaning off the effects of in- 
cculation, playing cards, chess, 
draughts, whist, yarning or box- 
ing, all by the light of candles. 



































Maoritann. 
ON THE EVE OF A 
NEW YEAR. 


THE FAITH OF OLD CAROLS. 


From a correspondent. 

Not a few Shanghai residents 
seek every year their Christmas and 
New Year holiday rest up country. 
Probably the present season hat 
i many if not more of 
and as railway and 
motor-boat are now both at com- 
mand, it is easy to enter upon ex- 
cursions covering a far wider tract 
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+ Goudy ad Used Le Lue use. 
-artcuarly 18 it posible with » 
uotor-boat of some power and shal- 
ow draught to cruise amongst those 
‘siands of the blest (at ths time of 
year) the archipelagoes of the Tabu, 
“Sing, heigh-ho: the holly, the 
houly,” 
writes Shakespeare, and the wander- 
er ou the islanus aad shoves of the 
‘great lake will not fail to join in 
cworus, Holy 18 inuigenoue 
Coma, and at this parucwai 
of year in favourcd focalit it 
Preséats itself in greater brilliance 
of colourg than perhaps in any 
other part of tue world. Its glori- 
ous berries burn and sparkle in the 
deep green effulgence of their set- 
sing. No ruby ever was brighter. 
There ia something attractive to 
man in the erubescent tint of winter 
berries. It is not for nothing that 
China has adopted red as her ovlour 
ol of joy and rejoicing. the 
has made no sacrificial or decor itive 
uuse of the holly that we know of, 
but other plants bearing similar 
berries are of common occurrence 
in both. Every nook and corner of 
4 temple court, for example, or the 
more ornate settings in the rockery- 
constructed vistas of well-to-do 
gentlemen’s gardens will provide 
foothold for a little bush of the 
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,|Plant known to foreigners as the 


Heavenly Bamboo, whose clusters 
of red berries almost rival in bright- 
ness and attractiveness those of the 
holly itself. 

Then there is the Photinia with 
its double charm of dark red ber- 
ries, and leaves in almost all shades 
of ‘ruddy colour from the deepest 

i to the brightest scarlet. 
8 favourite tree or shrub—it 
grows very high—amongst the 
natives for planting on, or about, 
their grave-mounds, and ‘it may well 
be that amongst a people so devot- 
ed to symboliam as the Chinese 
the brightness of the Photinia has 
become sign of that hoped-for 
happiness which is one of the char- 
acteristics of buman nature in all 


lands. 

: Perennial Hope, 

The coming of a New Year is ever 
the occasion of renewed hope. New 
Year resolutions are apt, amongst 
the experienced, to pass out of 
fashion but New Year hopes will 
never die. An old carol of che 
Wastail Bowl ends thus: 

Much joy betide them all, 

Our ‘prayers shall be still : 

We hope and ever shall 

For this your right good will. 
And in the “Shepherd's Calendar,” 
@ rhyming collection of old verses, 
we find a picture of the “corner 
guest” of the village inn, who 

dreams o'er troubles near! ripe, 

Yet, winters leoare to regal, 

t times, and sips hie ale 
less than England, has 
its joyous records of old Yule times. 
Ferguson’s “Daft Days” provide 
us with highly appropriate quota- 
tion for our own troubled season :— 
‘Then, tho’ at odds wi’ a’ the warl, 
Among ourscle we'll never quarrel, 
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‘Though discard gie a canker’d enarl 
Tp well ear ee, 

As lang’ ith i 
wee dri 
‘The Outlook for 1915. 


There is no question as to the 
sound of the “ canker'd snarl” just 
now. It reaches hundreds of thou- 
sands of those near and dear to us 
















Its very whisper 
cry the warning of the 
Recording Angel: its call the call to 
judgement. There is no mistaking 
such things. There is no mistaking 
their seriousness, their cost in life, 
or their threat to the future; and 
were it not that the Allies are able 
to expose their inmost thougl 
all the world so that friend and foe 
slike may judge of their innocence 
of the crime of bringing about this 
war, it would be impossible even for 
such a season as this to inspire us 
with any feeling approaching elation. 
As it is, however, we may look to 
the future with calmness, in the 
sure and certain hope that a con- 
flict, which was begun for no other 
reason than the spoliation of the 
weak on the principle that Might 
Right, will close with that antitheti- 
eal appropriateness which will 
prove that Right is Might. 


Recorded Facts. 


‘A glanco back over the occurrences 
‘of the last few months will disclose 
ason for that modified 
‘exultation which is all that set 
nature can permit itself under 
circumstances. Our enemy set forth 
‘on his aggressive undertaking as- 
sured of a rapid success. This cer- 
tainty he very reasonably based on 
his previous preparations and what 
be meant to do. Those prepara- 
tions had out-Moltked Moltke. The 
enemy’s systematic espionage had 
Jaid bare all his foe’s weak points: 
his treacherous ision had secur- 
ed material footing where it would 
be most to adavantage. His 
secret weapons were to “stagger 
humanity,” as they really did. He 
was prepared to sell men’s lives by 
the million if only that would bring 
success. Ho was willing to scatter 
broadcast the hard-won savings of 
his toiling masses, and lastly he was 
dy to barter his honour, hi be, 
anc pledged word for the sake 
of gaining a military advantage. 
These things are recorded for all 
time. We need not further dwell 
on them. 

But what has been the result? 
What has come of all this Faust-like 
barg: 1g with the devil Precise- 
ly what might have been expected. 
As the witches in “ Macbeth” led 
‘the poor deluded Thane to his 
destruction, so it would seem that 
the Mephistopheles of the present 
war is leading on bis dupe to crimes 
that can but deepen his doom. Not 
one single aim of the invader of 
East and West has been achieved. 
It does not seem as if one ever can 
be. When Might and Right are 










































both on the same side, it must go 
ill with those who oppo: 

We see no hope for Germany, 
much for the Allies. Russia is too 
vast for her foe even to hope to 
crush. Had Russia stood alone 
this would have yet been true. 
France is re-generated. Her old 
despondency has gone. Her New 
Year will dawn in some sorrow it 
is true, but it will be sorrow 
jightened, purified and hallowed 
with gleams of the brightest hope. 
Her future—that future which her| 
foe set out with the avowed deter- 
mination for ever to destroy—is now 
more safe than ever. The strength 
of her adversary has been curbed, 
his clawa are being cut, his teeth 
drawn, and his power for mischief 
awept away. 


Towards Peace. 

If the reader would like to see in 
greater detail than can be set forth 
here the outlook for Great Britain, 
we would suggest o perusal of the 
results of the long, trying, and 
equally dangerous ware against 
Napoleon. Those lasted over a 
period covering more than two de- 
cades This, if care be taken to 
carry out Never Again” de- 
termination, if tempting truces be 
resolutely ‘cast aside, and the 
“Right to a Finish” carried through 
as it should be, may yet last many 
months. But however long, how- 
ever trying, however cost- 
ly, the price’ will be small if 
there come as a result that possibly 
never ending peace for which a 
more reasonable world has never 
coated to long. That will be the 
blessing of all blessings. Armaged- 
don will have brought ite promised 
guerdon, and in the midst of the 
greatest. strife the world has ever 
seen it is our choicest privilege to 
suggest that now more than ever be- 
fore we are drawing near to that! 
time when, ss the prophet Micah 
foretells. 

“They shall beat their swords into} 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift 
up a sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more.” 



























MURDER IN KULING 


ROAD. 

A OALLOUS CRIME OF 
REVENGE. 

A sensational double murder, 


committed apparently out of re- 
venge, was reported to the Police 
on Tuesday evening. The victims 
are a girl named Hu P’ei-hua, aged 
21, daughter of a wealthy Chin- 
ese, who was formerly Pre 
fect of Hupeb, and Ho Hua, 
aged 15, a slave girl, who was liv- 
ing with the ex-offici i 
daughter at 212 Kuling Road. 
The father still holds an official 
position in Hupeb, it is under- 
stood, and from evidence which 











has been gathered, it may be sup- 
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posed that the crime was commit- 
ted in revenge for some punish. 
ment he may have caused to be ad- 
ministered to rebels or others in 
his province. This theory receives 
support from the fact that several, 
if not all, of those who assisted in 
the crime are Hupeh men, speak- 
ing the Mandarin dialect, 

At the time of the murder, the 
only persons at the house in Kul- 
ing Road were mother and daugh- 
ter, the slave girl, and # man-tervant 
at work in the kitchen. The crime 
was swiftly committed by a gang 
‘of seven or eight men, who went 
to the house armed with knives and 
revolvers, carrying the latter for 
the purpose of intimidation only, 
and they left behind them an elec 
tric torch as evidence of the 
thoroughness with which they had 
prepared for their work. 


Terrified Shrieks. 


The man-servant was at work in 
the kitchen about 6 o'clock in :he 
evening when the gang arrived at 
the house. He suddenly found 
himeelf, to uso bis own words, en 
circled 'by the arms of some | one 
who came up from behind. ~ Upon 
turning his head, he saw two Chis: 
‘ese, about thirty yea: age, 
standing near him. have 
‘come here to find and take revenge 
on our enemy,” said one of the 
silent. We have no 








Upon this, five or six men enter 
jed through the back door. Two of 
them remained in charge of the 
cook, now speechless with fear, and 
the others crept upstairs. After 
‘& few moments of silence, the ser- 
vant heard terrified cries from the 
room above, then all beceme quiet 
again. About five minutes later, 
the gang came downstairs, still 
carrying their knives and revo'vers, 
and left the house The two men 
who had held the servant released 
him and ran after their compan: 
ions, taking no precaution against 
his raising the alarm. 


‘Victims Horribly Wounded, 


From details afterwards gather- 
ed, it appears that the gang made 
‘an attack upon the three women 
immediately upon entering their 
room. The mother made some re 
stance, and was slashed at with 
a knife. She managed to escape 
to the verandah and jump down 
into the alleyway at the back of 
the house, Here she was found ly- 
ing, and was taken to the hospital, 
where it was found that neither 
the wound inflicted with the knife, 
nor the injuries due to the fall. 
were very serious. The two unfor- 
tunate girls were completely at the 
mercy of the gang, and both were 
quickly put to death, each receiv: 
ing several dreadful wounds, One 
was left lying on the bed, and 
the other on the floor, in pools of 
blood. A knife dropped on the floor 
by one of the men wae found by 
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‘the police, and also an electric 
torch, on the floor at the top of the 
wtairs. 


Robbery Mot the Motive. 


Robbery was not the motive for 
the crime, though one report says 
that the murderers asked to ve 
shown $10,000 wedding dowry 
which they believed to be in the! 
house. When the police i 

the scene, they found no sign of 
any hurried search for articles of 
value. The fact that a gold watch 
and several articles of — jewellery 
were found on the bed, and ‘hat 
there were a number of silver or- 
mamenta on the tables about the 
room, suggestes that robbery, 
‘was contemplated it was abandoned 
at a word from tho leader of the 








gang. 
Tho Inquest. 
The inquest. on the bodies of the 
two was ope” on 


Wednesday at the Public Mor- 
tuary by Magistrate Kuan and 
Mr. O. F, Garstin (British 
Assessor), and a verdict of 
wilful murder by some person or 
persons unknown was returned. A 
Point of interest in connexion with 


this and other crimes was observed| th, 


by Magistrate Kuan, viz, that 
most of the crimes recently com- 
mitted in the Settlement have oc 
curred between 6 and 7 o'clock in 
the evening, the hour when the 
police on the various beats return 
to their stations and fresh con- 
stables go on duty. We under- 
stand, however, that the rule is for 
& constable to remain on duty un- 
til relieved by another man. In 
this case, the murderers went to 
work " stealthily, _ accomplithing 
their task and escaping without nt- 
tracting the slightest notice out- 
side the house. No arrests have 
yet been made, 


———— 
THE PRINCIPLES 
OF CHINESE 
FINANCE. 


BENEFICIAL EFFECTS OF 
THE WAR 





Frem Our Own Correspondent. 
Peking, Dec. %4. 

One of Kipling’s most interest- 

ing illustrations of his powers of 
observation and description is that 
which tells how a newly launched 
After being 
esconced in the building 
yard, with no other care than to 
feel ‘herself grow, she is suddenly 
launched into a strange element 
and her parts have to accustom 
themselves to co-ordinate «working. 
The Chinese ship of state when 
the war broke out was similarly 
launched into an unknown financial 
nea. Previously reliance was 
chiefly placed upon the foreign 
8, even for administrative ex- 
penses, which, whatever happens 

























should be met out of revenue. China 
never went on a financial debauch 
after the custom of some of the 
Australian and Spanish-American 
states, but in by-gone years she 
showed a disposition to lean too 
heavily upon the foreign capitali 
a tendency that slarmed many of 
those who wished her well. 
Loans for reproductive and de 
velopment purposes are, of course, 
sound finance, but additions to na. 
tional indebtedness to meet recur- 
rent administrative charges cannot 
be defended. This was recognized 








by the Ministry of Finance, but the| 


loan habit like the liquour habit is 
hard to break off, and with every 
department clamouring loudly for 
money it ig hardly to be wondered 
at that a Minister who was look- 
ed to to find staunching for scores of 
financial leaks, should cast reluct- 
ant eyes to the road that led to 
the door of the international money. 
lender. 





Provincial Loans. 

The action of the 
in sending a strongly worded 
cireular telegram to the provincial 
authorities in regard to foreign 
loans should be appreciated by 
ose Chinese who recognize that 
the indiscriminate borrowing of the 
past has been largely reapons‘ble 
financial and_ political 
misfortunes. The President haa| 
emphatically forbidden any borrow- 
ing whateoever from foreign sources 
on the part of the provinces. This 
is not only sound policy, but it may 














in much more firmly 
established than many have been 
inclined to believe. In former 
times, and not so many years ago, 
the provincial authorities were in- 
clined to play fast and loose with 
China’s rights in order to obtain 





often at an extortionate rate of, 
interest. It is not necessary to cite 
actual cases, but itis a well-known 
fact that the numerous political- 
commercial firms by means of which 
Germany has been spreading her 
culture and morality in China have 
encouraged the provincial authori- 
ties to indulge in periodical bouts 
of financial dissipation, which were 
calculated to necessitate subse- 
quently, to use the colloquial, a 
“hair of the dog.” 


German Financial Schemes. 
Had these exponents of the Pots- 
dam brand of commercial morality 
been able to continue the demoral- 
ization of the provincial authorities, 
the time would surely have come 
when China would have discover- 
ed that under an outer glove off 
velvet may be a mailed fist. The 
war fortunately curtailed Ger- 
many’s activities in the Far Eastern 
field to 8 considerable extent and 
it may be assumed with safety that 
her plans to bind China in financie] 
fetters made in Germany will come 

















the Minister of 













to nought. But Germaay is not 
the only country that regard 
China with eyes, not of honourable 
affection, but of desire, and the em. 


phatic reiteration by the Pr ‘dent 





some to be merely an expres 
sion of pious sspiration rather thin 
intention is likely to save China 
many future compl'cations. She is 
auite sufficiently well equipped in 
this respect as it is. 
Reliance on Domestic Resources, 
Moreover, now 
Preoccupied with the 
he Finance finds 
himself compelled to rely up- 
on domestic resources. Here‘n, 
thouch his task is a very difficult 
one, he has a chance of distinguish- 
ing himself and rendering priceless 
service to China, Fortunately the 
financial sea is not so rough as it 
was expected to be and by careful 





steering the ship of State should 


be brought well on her voyage to- 
wards the Port of Prosperity. The 
Customs returns, despite the war, 


‘sre excellent and the Salt Gabelle 


revenue is surprising even the 


MEETINGS, 


CULTY DAIRY 
co., LD. 


ANNUAL MEETING. 

The third annual general meet- 
ing of shareholders in the Culty 
Dairy Oo., Ld., was held at the «f- 
fices of the secretaries and agente, 
Messrs, J. P. Bisset & Co., on Tues. 
day afternoon. Mr. P. Peebles 
presided, and the other director 
present was Mr. F. H. Crossley. 
The attendance represented 6,745 
shares. 

Mr. R. U. Hummel was elected 
secretary of the meeting. 

The notice convening the meet- 
ing, and the auditors’ report bav- 
ing been read, the Chairman said: 
The report and accounts have been 
in your hands for some 
I propose, with your permission to 
take them as read. The year un- 
der review has been one of 
progress; the number of our cus- 
tomers has increased to 576, and 
our monthly output of milk has 
increased to 30,140 large bottles 
and 9,103 small bottles. That the 
increase has not been still greater 
is due only to the fact that we were 
disposing of all the milk we could 
produce and a number of would-be 
customers had to be turned away. 

Early this year your directors 
found, owing to this steadily in- 
creasing demand for our milk and 
the consequent necessary extension 
of our herd, that our present pre- 
mises were getting overcrowded. 
‘The possibility of extending our 
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ing premises was carefully 
considered, and it was found that 
to obtain sufficient land to cover 
“our immediate requirements would 
be an expensive procedure, and ‘0 
make anything approaching suffi 
‘eient provision for future exten- 
sions would be financially impos- 
sible. The opportunity arose early 
last summer to acquire some thirty- 
six mow of land on Avenue Paul 
Brunat, somewhat further wert 
than our present site, at a price 
which your directors considered 
‘very favourable. The site was 
consequently purchased, and a 
mortenge arranged to assist 
immediate finance of the purchase. 
Wo since sold a severed part 
measuring rome six mow and pur 
chased an equal area adjoining che 
south boundary of our new land 
and a resultant profit on the trans- 
action appears in the accounts, 


Plans have been prepared and 
estimates obtained for the new 
buildings and we hope to make a 
start on the actual building work 
within the next week or two, So 
soon as the buildings are all erect- 
ed on the new site the old site will 
be cleared and loners for sale and 
your director e every hope that 
8 sufficient sum vi be realized 
from the sale to cover the cost of 
all the new buildings. When we 
aro installed in our new dairy we 
shall be in a position fully to meet 
that demand for good milk, _pro- 
duced under thoroughly eanitary 
conditions, which our dairy has 
done so much to encourage. 

« The accounts for the year speak 
for themselves, and I propose to 
deal only very shortly with them. 
You will notice that general ex- 
penses are increased by nearly T! 
10,000. This includes an item | 
Tis. 1,555.20 discount on the month- 
ly accounts of shareholders which 
last year appeared on the debit 
sido of profit and loes account, and 
amounted to Tls, 1,367.46. The 
item general expenses includes the 
whole of our working expenses of 
the dairy and an annual increase 
in this item must be looked for so 
long as our undertaking progresses. 
T can assure you that these ex- 
pensea have the careful attention 
of your agents and directors, and 
we are satisfied that our manager, 























Mr. Culty, keeps them down as |1w 
is consistent with efficient 
management and factory feed- 





ing and care of our herd. 

‘Agency fees are increased; this 
inerease will, I am sure, meet with 
your approval. The amount of ‘e- 
tail work performed by the agents 
ig very considerable and increases 
with our expanding business. That 
our undertaking has been so far 
successful is due in no small mea- 
sure to the care and attention 
directed to even our smallest in- 
terests by our agents. 

Bad and doubtful debts show a 
slight increase on last year's figures. 











Loss on exchange is only Tis. 
133,60. In an undertaking such at 
ours where the income is largely 
made up of small accounts there i 
naturally a large amount of smal’ 
money collected. The agents are, 
however, able to minimize the Joss 
on exchange which would otherwise 
oceur in converting this small money 
into taels or dollars by payment >f 
as many small accounts for green 
food, cool’e hire, ete., i 
with’ small money. Turning to ‘he 
profit and loss account, interest it 
Tie, 2,009.00. This includes inter- 
est on our debentures and also n- 
terest on a mortgage on our new 
property. Your directors ratisfied 
themselves that to finance the new 
purchase of land by means of 
mortgage would be in all respects 
the best in the interests of the Com- 
pany. 

Bonus to manager is calculated 
on the net earnings of the Com: 
pany, and is in accordance with the 
agreement we have with Mr. Culty. 

Live Stock. The amount of Tis. 
4,609.97 written off live stock _re- 
presents the difference between 
natural increment to the herd by 
young stock maturing into milk 
cows, plus the live stock purchased 
during the year and the loss in the 
herd by death and cows becoming 
barren. The items on the credit 
side of profit and loss account show 
the amount brought forward from 
Inst year and the depreciation and 
fees authorized at the last meeting. 
together with a few small items 
which require no explanation ox- 
cept that as regards the tele- 
phone shares you will notior 
were received on 
tour shares whereas five aharet ap 
pear among our a The fifth 
share is tho new 
the Telephone Company which bas 
not yet ranked for dividend. 

Balanoe Sheet.—The only item 
which I need refer to in the balance 
sheet is the mortgage on our land. 
This I have already explained .0 
you. 

Land Reserve Tis. 2.140.768 re 
presents the profit on the isolated 
part of our new purchase which 
would have been of little use to us 
for purposes of the dairy and the 
opportunity to sell quickly at s pro- 
fit was taken advantage of. 

Turning to the other side of che 
balance sheet:—dairy  nccessories 
have been divided up into the var- 
ious headings: furniture, pasteuriz- 
ing plant and machinery, bamb1 
fencing, bottles, ete., baskets, ete, 
stable fixtures, water and e'ectric 
fittings, cattle food, boilers and 
tank, and cars and harness. This 
has been done for the convenience 
of the accounts and to assist in 
keeping a more careful check on the 
various items, The net result vf 
these items as compared with last 
year’s figures shows ® decrease of 
‘Ts. 198.44. 

Sundry debtors includes the milk 
accounta for October, amounting !> 
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Tis. 5,584.65 practically the whole 
of which has since been collected. 

That is all I think I need say m 
the past year, but should any 
shareholder require information on 
any point I will do my best to 
supply it. 

There were no quertions, and *he 
Chairman proposed the adoption 
of the report and accounts, ss pre 
sented. 

Mr. Crossley seconded, and the 
resolution was carried, 

Mr. C. H. Butler proposed the 
reelection of Mr. P. Peebles as 
director of the company. This was 
seconded by Mr. C. A. M. Marques, 
and carried. 

Mr. W. T. Leckie said that with 
regard to the directors’ fees, be 
proposed that they should be  in- 
creased from Tls. 150 to Tls, 300 
each. This was seconded by Mr. 
Heaton Smith, and carried. 

The Chairman thanked the # 
holders, remarking that the expres- 
sion of opinion passed would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Messrs, Lowe, Bingham and 
Matthews wero re-elected auditors, 
‘on the proposition of Mr. J. E. 











Denham, seconded by Mr, F. X. 
Lopes. 
This concluded the business, and 





the Chairman announced that di- 
vidend rants would be posted 
on Thursday. 











ALMA ESTATES, LD. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 

The fifth annul general meeting 
of the Alma Estates, Ld., was held 
on December 30 at 38 Canton 
Road, the offices of Messrs, Hugo 
Reiss & Co., secretaries and general 
managers. Mr, E. T. Byrne pre- 
sided, supported by Dr. R. 8, Ivy, 
and Messrs, N. G. Maitland, J. H. 
Osborne, and ©. J. L. Stewart 
(directors), and the attendance re- 
presented 18,485 





ing and the auditor’s report, hav- 
ing been read, 

The Chairman said: 

Gentlemen, Following the usual 
custom I will, with your permission, 
take the report and accounts as 
read. Before asking you to adopt 
the same, I should like to make 8 
few remarks. In the first instanc 
I will draw your attention to an 
error in the balance sheet sent out. 
The item “Rubber in stock and in 
transit” appears on the asset side 
as Tis, 37,412.03, but should read 
Tis. 27,412.03, the same as in profit 
and loss account. You will ob- 
serve that this printer’s error has 
and I 
trust xou will excuse this misprint. 
With regard to the t'tle deeds, the 
auditors make the same statement 
‘as last year when I gave you a full 
explanation, to which there is no- 
thing to add. 

Our production, you will observe, 
did not come up to the estimate, 
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oWiig entirely to the unusually 
Poor rainfall during & period | of 
about four months, but expenditure 
was reduced from the original 
estimate more than in proportion 
to the smaller output. 

I now come to » point which T 
think interests you more in these 
times than ing else—and that 
is the question of dividend. Our 
Profits: this'year and the liquid 

in hand would be sufficient 
in norma] times to pay you say five 
Per cent., but I need hardly say 
these are not’ ordinary times 
under the existing conditions your 
directors feel that it is’ advisable 
to defer the payment of a dividend 
for two or three months which will 
enable us to guage more accurately 
the effect of the war on the rubber 
market, 

If the price of rubber continues 
in the neighbourhood of 2/- per 
Tb. it is’ the intention of your 
directors to pay an interim dividend 
shortly out of the available liquid 
fands, which amount to about Tls, 
30,000; in doing so they will, how. 
ever, have to consider the advisa- 
bility of installing machinery to 
‘cost about Straits $10,000, 

In addition to the liquid funds 
there is of course, the share in. 
vestment fund of 2,000 Senawang 

standing in the books of 
the company at Tl. 5. ‘These 
gould easily be realized to-day at 
T¥s.'8 per share, but if it can be 
avoided your directors would pre- 
fer not to realize this holding at 
Present. 

‘The area under cultivation re- 
mains exactly the same as last 
yeu; the estate has been visited 
both by Mr. Osborne and Mr. Ri 

}© report most favourably on the 
condition and prospects, as well as 
the our manager, Mr. Mo- 
GulllocH, has constantly adopted in 
ctrele and rentice weeding, which 
apart, from being more economical, 
has’ Proved a decided success on 
thIN estate. 

Mr. MeOulloch is at present on 
leage’ sid returns probably only 
for another twelve months when it 
is hid ititéntion to Ieave us for 
good. We much regtet this con. 
thiigenoy, ashe has worked ex- 
tientely well for the estate and his 
experiences as a planter go back 
befote: the days of rubber which 

think, the exception to the 
rite in tHont cases, 

1 do’ not think there is anything 
to add to the figures in the direc: 
tors’ teport; you will note that the 

of upkeep, cultivation and 
Production show a steady improve- 
ment and satisfactory progress and 
I feel confident that this satisfac 
tory state of affairs will be more 
than maintained also during the 
Present financial year. 

following ‘resolutions 
carried without discussion : 

That the report and state. 
ment ofsecaounts for the year 
tnded September 30, 1914, as pre- 
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sented, be adopted and passe 
Proposed by the Chairman, second- 
ed by Dr. Ivy. 

‘That Mr. Byrne be re-elected a 
director of the company. Proposed 
by Mr. E. W. Noel, seconded by 
Mr. F. Crangle. 

‘That Messrs. G. H. & N. Thom- 
son be re-elected auditors of the 
company to serve until the next 
annual meeting of shareholders, 
and that their remuneration be 
Tis, 150. Proposed by Mr. Heaton 
Smith, seconded by Mr. E. W. 


and | Noel, 


‘The proceedings terminated with 
a vote of thanks to the directors, 
proposed by Mr. E. W. Noel. 


—— 
SPORT. 
———————— 


ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL, 


MARINE ENGINEERS’ CHARITY 
cup. 


‘Shanghai Football Club v, Shanghat 
Recreation Olub. 





The annual football match for 
the Marine Engineers’ charity cup, 
presented by the late Mr. J. H. 
Scott, London, attracted a big 
orowd to the Recreation Ground cn 
Christmas Day. The game was be- 
tween the Shanghai Football Club 
and the Shanghai Recreation Club, 
and a fairly fast game resulted in 
4 victory for the Football Club by 


three goals to m/. The  Foot- 
ball Club thoroughly —deserv- 
ed to win, for their combina. 


tion and play generally was much 
superior to that of the “Recs.” 
game was ably ro 
fereed by Captain E. I. M. Bar- 
rett, the linesmen being Messrs. B. 
Anderton and W. E. Wilson, 

At the close of the game, the cup 
was presented to R. D. Murray, 
Captain of the Football Club, by 
Mrs. John Prentice, who was. in- 
troduced by Mr. A. J. Stewart, Pre- 
sident of the League. Cheers were 
given for Mrs. Prentice and for both 
teams, 

The financial result of the match 
is that the Shantung Road Hospital 
will benefit to the extent of about 


81,000, an scoeptable contribution |, 


to the funds of a 
institution, 


THE PAPER HUNT CLUB. 


very deserving 


The Hunt, 
Excellent weather conditions 
favoured the great event of the 


hunting season, and towards half 
Past three on the afternoon of 
Christmas Day the roads to the meet 
Were thronged with merry crowd. 
The long procession of motor cars, 
riders, and vebicles of every des. 
cription wound their way along the 
narrow Hungjso Road to the 
bridge over Old Handicap Creek, 
where the hunt began. The at- 
tendance was large, far larger than 
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88 
as expected under present cond? 


tions, and numerous were the pink 
coats bright in the sunshine, while 
spectators in coata and furs formed 
dense masses on the numerous 
points of vantage around. : 

Promptly at 3.30 the bunt got 
away over the big cut which bee 
formed a finish in many husite; and 
leaping the One Wide River jump 
swung left to the Plum Tree and: 
thence around Five Hurdle village 
to the Hong jump. From here éa- 
sued the usual run over the six or 
seven big jumps of Schultz line, at 
the end of which an interesting 
diversion was created by a! rider 
who, charging at full gallops ner 
row stone bridge high above the 
Water, parted company with his 
steed on the summit and met bis 
fate below. After kindly inquiries 
as to bis health, the hunt passed. on, 
aud the run continued over Pons 
platform to the Slough of Despond,- 
where at the Waters of Marah some 
took a check in bitter disappoint- 
ment The trail led over Westward 
Uo, a line of big jumps, the last a 
mighty leap, where many were left 
behind. The huut now passed by 
Drop and Crawl to the Barrier 
Creck, and then got away down the 
Bee Line to » check at thé bottom 
near Highland Grips,~ But: there 
was no breathing space, for “tally 
ho” on the right aad on over the’ 
Grips sped the bunt along thé low 
flats to Burkill’s platforth.’ It’ was 
now that the tired: poniew begat to 
fail, this being but the second hunt 
and ponies still green. They came 
down on the flats in dozediy’ ‘ahd 
riders were spilt as the autumn 
leaves, But the rest sped on, over the 
Graveyard jumps and into sight of 
the flags at Skinner's Dry Cut. At 
tho Graveyard three riders, breasted 
a8 one, but two of them came 
down, and Mr. Benbow Rowe 
on Bornite passed on to the 
finich between the flags Mr. 
X. W. Hickling on Controller pres. 
sed closely, but the issue was not 
in doubt, Mr. J. A. Hayes on Jupiter 
was third. Mr. A. W. Burkill, sixth, 
was the first heavyweight in and 
gained the first prize for this clase. 
‘The card reads as follows: 


1 Mr. E. 8. Benbow Rowe on Bor- 
ite. 


























2 Mr. N. W. Hickling on Control- 
ler. 

3Mr. J. A. Hayes on Jupiter. 

4 Mr. I. Ezra on Baby Mi 

5 Mr. C. R, Burkill on Spinaway. 

6 Mr. A. W. Burkill on The Be- 
cretary Bird. 

Before leaving the field, an i 
teresting little ceremony took pl ce, 
at which Mr. D. W. Crawford pre. 
sented two cups given by Mr. Loftua 
E. P. Jones to the winners, Mr. F," 
S. Benbow Rowe and Mr. A, W. 
Burkill. 














Boxing Day, 
Saturday's hunt took place 
in the Rubicon country "and 
was laid by Mr. F. W. Potter, 








Y OF MICHIGAN 





ot 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


Tanvary 2, 1915. 


je 








winner of the previous Satur- 
day’s hunt. The start was at 
3 p.m. at Po- ing, and the 


hunt proceeded by the usual route 
by the platform at No, 2 Trees to 
long and troublesome stretch of 
rut and furrow, giving on to the 
No. 2 Yellow Josshouse line. This 
succession of big jumps, cut out a 
couple of years ago, proved a se- 
vere test to the ponies, and many & 
failure resulted. Close by No. 7 
Bridge, the hunt swung to the right, 
and passing through the Crow 
Creek, turned west for a consider- 
able distance, and reaching Chepoo 
Creek ran parallel to it for some 
miles, At the Pawn Shop, the trail 
turned east, following upon the same 
run as last year, made direct for 
the Blasted Trees, and over the No. 
2 Yellow Josshouse Creek, at a very 
steep place to the No. 2Trees. From 
here with a right-handed diversion 
‘and another platform, the hunt ar- 
rived back at the place from which 
it started. Mr. I. Ezra came in 
first, but having inadvertently mis- 
sed a jump, the bunt was awarded 
to Mr. J. Ezra. There w: no 
heavy-weight in the first The 
card read as follows 

1 Mr. J, Ezra on Leap Year. 

2 Mr. H. Morriss on Wingfield. 
Mr, J. K. Brand on Demure 
Bird. 

4Mr. A. E. Lockyer on Ripon. 

6 Mr. Voigt on Faust. 

6 Mr. A. O. Beckett on Farthing 
Damages. 














SHANGHAI GOLF OLUB. 
CHRISTMAS POOL 
COMPETITION. 

The following is the result of the 
competition for the Christmas pool, 
played on December 25, 28 and 97. 
The conditions were: eighteen 


holes, medal play. 
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SHANGHAI FOOT HOUNDS. 
On Christmas Day the meet was 
at the kennels at 8 a.m. A hare 


was quickly found within a few yards | ® 


of the Jessfield Road. With « 
screaming scent hounds raced her 
away to Yu Yuen Road just short 


of which she went to ground. A 
terrier quickly bolted her and 
hounds soon rolled her over. Re- 


crossing Jessfield Road hounds 
carefully worked out adrag to 








Connaught Road and there marked 
to ground. A short dig followed 
and a big badger was unearthed. 
Tt was intended to give him su 
ficient law to enable him to make 
a bid to reach another earth some 
distance away. —_ Unfortunately 
hounds broke away from the hound 
coolies before he conld 
start and he was quick! 








On Bunday hounds met at Han- 
yang College. 


A hare was found 












the flats close to 

She gave 

a fast hunt to a big pstch of cover 
close to the eraveyard jump. 
Tlounds hustled her backwards and 
forwards thronh it for some time 





and then forced her away across 
the open to Drummond's Water, 
where seent failed 





COR°E* P°NDENCE. 





OPIUM IN SHANGHAI. 
To the Editor of the 
“Noartu-Cuxa Dairy News.” 


Sin, L have been asked to write 
something on the opium question. 
I do not wish to trespass on your 
space by repeating what others 
have said, whether pro or con. 1 
want to be very brief, but I hope 
clear and definite. 

1. The first thing I wish to aay 
that I rejoice to gather from what 
has been written that the Municipal 
Council intends to put an end en- 
tirely to the sale of opinm in the 
Settlement within the next two 
years, After the good name of 
Britain has been stained in Parlin 
ment for over forty years, and at 
the Hague Conference, one is glad 
to feel that these stains will shortly 
be removed. 

2 If the Chinese Government is 
very anxious to put an end to this 
opium traffic at once it seems to me 
that the easiest way for all concern 
ed would be that it and the British 
Government should each buy back 
one part of the opium, since India 
has ceased to export it, at the rate 
at which the Indian Government 
sold it plus a sum which wonld en 
snre fair interest on the capital in- 
vested, and then do with it what 
they like. 

3. As Shanchai is an International 
Settlement I wonld snewest that 
this opportunity shonld be tak 
anpaint Chinese on the Municinal 
Connell to represent their fellow- 
countrymen, so that we micht hav 
the benefit of their sdvice on thi 
other autestions where it worl] 
be valuable. 


If the course I have snecested 

































above be taken, then the good name 
of the Chinese Government, the 
British Government, the Indian 
Government, the Municipal Council 
and the opium merchants who have 
traded in accordance with treaty 
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rights, will once more stand —un- 
sullied and an example to the world. 
Tam, ete., 
Trmotay Rucuap. 
Shanghai, Dec. 26. 





To the Editor of the 
“Nonra-Crina Dairy News.” 
Sir, Having reference to your 

leaderette this morning, I am not 

aware that there is an anti-opium 
party. Every man acts entirely for 
himself, consequently there can be 
no possibility of approving or re- 
pudiating as a party, any action 
taken by any individual. 
Having reference to Dr, Myer 
letter, you surely could have re- 
{rained from publishing the letter if 
vou strongly disapproved it. You 
will remember you positively de- 
clined to admit to the hospitality of 
your columns my first correspon- 
dence with the Council. The exer- 
cise of censorship on your part 
would therefore not have been the 









I have conducted the 


personalties, 
fight on other grounds and propose 
to continue in the same way to the 
end. 

Now that you have permitted the 
question to be raised, I trust I may 





say without animus and without 
any trace of personal animosity 
against any one that it has been ao 
unwritten law in connexion with the 
Council that when matters are 
under disenssion in which any Coun- 
cillor is interested, that gentleman 
should withdraw from the Council 


Meeting. 
The attitude of the Council in 
vastly increasing the number of 


opium shops contrary to the wish of 
the Ratenayers and of the British 
and Chinese Governments has evoked 
a considerable amount of criticism. 
Tt is a matter of common knowledge 
that opium dealers are expecting 
their stock of opium to advance to 
even Tls, 10,000 a chest, consequent: 
ly the Council by prolonging to the 
uttermost limit the licences for 
shops in Shanghai are adopting ® 
policy which is calculated to put 
millions of taels into the pockets of 
a limited number of individuals. 

I tnke this opportunity of saying 
that there is not and never has been 
in my own mind any thought of 
eraft on the part of any member of 
the Conncil. I was myself, as is 
generally known, a member of the 
Conneil for three vears and I am 
perfectly certain that there never 
has been to my knowledge anything 
anproaching the nature of graft on 
the part of any Councillor. 

Having said all this, it is still « 
nerfectly proper statement to make 
that the present attitude of the 
Council does not commend itself to 








action in greatly increasing the 
facilities for the sale of opium is in 
the interest of a very limited num- 
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ber of persons and in, my opinion, 
contrary to the interest of the Com- 
munity as a whole. 
Lam, ote, 
Epwarp 8. Litmus. 
Shanghai, Dec. 24. 
%.The advisability of p 






Myer? letter is. suficiently sore 
te promptitude with which Mr. 1 ae 
and “A missionary " 


fra from Thy view wise the 
letter contained. The correspondence 
between, Mr-,Little and the- Couneil was 
rejected because at the time it did not 
concern us.—Ed. 





To the Editor of the 
“Nonts-Caua Datty News.” 
Sim,—The reasoning powers of 

the “‘Antiopiumites” seem -to he 

8 little below par. 

Mr. Little objeote to the uso of 
the term “Anti-opium party” and 
saye there is none. Does nob a 
London Liberal belong to the Li- 
beral party in common with Liberals 
in Dublin or Edinburgh even though 
be may not exchange personal 
views with them? 

Dr. Richard is aaked to say eome- 
thing on the Opium question and 
he responds with, among other 
things, a suggestion ‘thet, Chinese 
bo asked to sorve on the 
Manisipat Council. ‘The only con- 








would be able to modify the atti- 
tude of the Council towards, say, 

& treaty between a foreign Bower 
and China. 

‘May be, but, if 80, it is under- 
standable that gome of us object to 
the proposition. 

The most serious part of Dr. 
Richard's, letter ia the first para 
graph, If it is necessary to mest the 
endeavours of acertain Power to 
influence the neutral world in its 
favour by a journalistic campaign, 
and to show up their inacouracies 
lest the Chinese chould be misled, 
0 also is it necessary to combat 
the mischievous and equally untrue 
statement thet the honour of Great 
Britain ia sullied by the Opium 
Trade. Bir, it is not sullied, cx- 
copt in the statements of those who 
ought to be ashamed thus to befoul 
their own national nests, If Dr. 
Richard will consider the history of 
this matter further, be will find 
that if war had not broken out 
with China at that time on the pre- 
cise point then involved, it would 
have done #0 sooner or later upon 
tome other and perhaps less con- 
troversial grounds. Slavery may 
be reprehensible, but it was poli- 
tical and not moral reasons that 
were the real cause of the Civil 
War in the United States, 

Finally, I do nob see why Great 
Britain should share in purchasing 
the present stock of opium. She 
has already enough to do, and, if 
Chins really wants to rid herself 
of opium, she can buy it herself, 
while if the. ‘‘Anti-opiumites” want, 
to do good to Obina they can preagh: 

7 Sees] 











to her that Oharity, Love for her 

countrymen, begins at Home. 
Tam, ete, 
“Disrrerestep.”” 


Shang! Deo, 23, 





“A SHAMEFUL CHARGE” 
REPUDIATED. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Carna Datty News.” 

S1n,—Permit me, as one of the 
number who are working for the 
suppression of opium ‘shop licences, 
to “repudiate as strongly as pos- 
sible the disgraceful insinuations 
advanced by Dr. H. V. 8. Myers as 
his contribution to the opium dis- 
cussion.” I quote from your issue 
of to-day’s date. 

I cannot follow the ‘“‘ North-China, 
Daily News” in some of the argu- 
ments presented in thie discussion, 
nor can I support it in ite attitude 
on the opium question in general. 
I do not think it represents the 
strongest and best British senti- 
ments on the questions involved in 
the present discussion, but after 
more than a quarter of a century, 








in the missionary ranks of China, 
good portion of which has been 
spent in Shanghai, I venture to say 
that Dr. Myers’ letter does not ex. 
press tho sentiments of missionaries 
in general, nor of the Shanghai 





| missionary body in particular. 


"When the question was under dis; 
cussion in the recent meetings of 
the Shanghai Missionary Associa- 
tion no such insinuations were made, 
and hed they been voiced they 
would have baen promptly suppress 
ed. We do not expect all business 
men to look at this question as we 
missionaries view it. No doubt 
some of them feel the commercial 
interests involved aro of far more 
importance than the moral intereste. 
No doubt some of them have been 
so blinded by financial interests 
that they cannot see the iniquities 
of the traffic. No doubt to some of 
the members of our Council the 
financial interesta involved loom s0 
Inrge they do not see the disgrace 





to the city and the ruin of body and| x; 


soul which the traffic brings to mil- 
lions of the Chinese. But in saying 
this I must dissent from Dr, Myers’ 
statement thet each member of the 
Council says to himself, “If my 
business. @ threatened I should 
expeot my fellow Councilmen to pro- 
tect me, so I will protect my fellow 
Councilmen.” This is an insinuation 
which should not be made and I 
wish to enter my protest as a rate- 
Rayer and a missionary. 

Thanking you for publishing this 
protest, I enclose my card, 

T am, etc., 
A Missionary. 
Shanghsi, Dec. 24. 


THE GREATEST OF ALL WARS. 
‘To the Editor of the 
“NorteCara Dattr News.” 
Sm,—The war now gomg on is 
usually referred to as characterized 
in the above heading. 
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No less an authority than Sir Wil- | 
liam Osler, speaking of the numbers 
killed hitherto in the various wars 
of any duration, said that those sol- 
diers killed by bacilli far exceeded 
those killed by bullets and bayonets, 
and that in the present one in 
effect he would back the bacilli - 
against the bullets Hoe was ad- 
dressing medica] men and soldiers _ 
in camp about the precautions that 
should be, and it is to be hoped are = 
being, taken to protect our soldiers, 
amongst others from dangers con- 
nected with food and water supplies 
while in training camps. 

Now, most of the efforts of pre- 
ventive medicine that are worth a 
cent are based on our knowledge of 
bacilli and their congeners in caus- 
1g disease—and many more lives 
have been saved amongst civilians 
in consequence of that knowledge 
than have been lost in the same 
time in war. And yet, how far it 
is from being generally realized by 
those whom doctors desire to pro- 
tect from disease that their advice 
is usually based on knowledge of 
ch exactitude—I refer to preven- 
tive medicine, 

Tf any man up for examination for 
a medical degree or diploma ven- 
turned to express a doubt that tep- 
hoid fever, cholera, dysentery, eto., 
are due to organisms and can be 
prevented by precautions directed 
by the knowledge of their cause- 
tion, that man would certainly not 
get ‘his qualification, 

A phase of the war against bacilli 
waged by medical men and those 
who cooperate with them was under 
disousaion last evening at the Golf 
Club mecting—a matter of interest 
to every householder who ie con- 
cerned about the food part of her 
or his charge, and who more or less 
puts in practice the directions set 
out in Dr. Stanley’s sanitary card 
which if it does not hang in every 
Shanghai kitchen or pantry, oertain- 
ly ought to. 

‘The fact, that the resolution was 
carried, viz., to discontinue the 
tiffins as at present supplied at 
wan and not to resume them 
until it can be done under condi- 
tions regarded as reasonably safe 
by an authority in whom the Com- 
mittee has confidence, speaks well 
for the regard which the majority 
at the meeting had for the interests 
of the junior members of the Club. 

I am, ete., 
N. Mactzop. 














Shanghai, Deo, %. 





“Norta-Cmrwa Datty Nunes.” 
Sm,—Notwithstanding the ae 
surances of the authorities, armed 
robberies continue throughout the 
Settlement with the usual successful 
result to. the perpetrators—Is it 
not time that the European Polite 
and a proportion of Sikhs were 
armed t—Is it necessary for a latge 
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wmber of harmless civilians and 
police te be shot by these des- 
peradoes before sufficient pre 
vaative methods are taken!—If my 
memory serves me correctly some 
years ago the European force and 
Bikh sergeants were temporarily 
armed with revolvers when on duty. 
Ts Shanghai so highly civilized, and 
free from crime, that such measures 
are promptly discontinued and 
considered unnecessary when it is 
a fact that the Police Forces are 
permanently armed in the majority 
of countries in Europe, and many 
fates in the U. 8. AT Furthermore 
is it fair to expect unarmed coa- 
stables to effect the arrest of armed 
and determined criminals? Why 
should they be so severely handicap- 
ped, if they have to risk their lives? 
Be just and give them a fair chance 
to defend themselves. 
Tam, ete., 
E. 








H.G. 
Shang! 





‘i, Dec. 30. 





FRENCH PLACE NAMES. 
To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Caina Dairy News." 
S12,—With regard to the pronun- 
eiation of French place names, let 
me quote Browning’s “De Gus- 
tibus,” 
“Queen Mary’ 
(when Fortune’ 
Lost her—Cal 








saying serves for me 
ico 






from which i 


pee 
has been treated like 
some people. 


Tam, ete. 

Apa Hopozs. 
Dee. 30. 
mut, then Browning would 
‘that suited him, and the 
en in the lines ‘quoted is 
& merry confession of wrong-doing.—Ed, 


BIOLOGICAL WORK IN OHINA. 
To the Editor of the 
“Nonra-Caiva Datty News.” 
61n,—While others are discussing 
opium reforms, and questions relat- 
ing to the war, I would like to oc- 
cupy a bit of your valuable space 














to call attention to another entirely 
different matter and one that it 
seems to mo we all should be able 
to agree upon. 

Some of us who are workin 
biological 
China feel the need of # biological 
station on the China sea coast 
where we could go to work « bit 
during our spare time upon the salt 
water forms that abound all along 
the coast. Woild it not be possible 
for the schools of this part of the 
country to get together and support 
such a station in an inexpensive way 
to begin with and at the same time 
furnish a place where @ lot of good 
and valuable work could be done? 

First let » commission investigate 
the coast and locate a suitable 
place, then Chinese buildings might 
‘be rented and # small outfit provided 
and a man kept there. This man 
might even be a well-trained coolie 
who could collect and ship material 
during the winter season and then 








during the summer we might ap- 
point certain of our interested men 
who could go there and give suitable 
courses of instruction during the 
vacations. In a short time this 
station would pay for itself and it 
might be thought wise for the 
schools to keep some one or more 





men there for special work all the 
year around. 
I believe that it would be pos- 


sible to interest scientific societies 
in America aad on the Continent in 
such a scheme if it were properly 
undertaken. 

Will you kindly open your columns 
to an expression of opinion on this 
matter? 








Yours ete. 
N. Gist Gus, 
Professor of Biology, 
Soochow University. 

Soochow, Dec. 28, 

*, As will be seen from our “*N 
and” Comment” on the subject of t 
letter, we are heartily in favour of any 
scheme likely to advance the cause of 
scientific. work in China. We shall be 
glad to help our correspondent in ascer- 
taining the opinion of others about the 
acheme he suggests. — 

















MISCELLANEOUS, 








PRESIDENTIAL 
MANDATES. 


Peking, Dec. 21. 
By order of the President:— 
Chiang Ko-ch'ing is hereby ap- 

pointed Chief Administrative Secre- 

tary of Fukien. 

‘The regulations for increasing the 
amount of the Internal Loan of the 
Third Year of the Republic, passed 
by the Tsanchengyuan, are hereby 
promulgated. 








Peking, Dee. 27. 
By order of the President:— 


‘The Sale of Loan Bonds in Shanghai. 
Liang Chib-ch’ao, Prosident of 
the Currency Reform Bureau, hav- 
ing repeatedly requested —permis- 
sion to resign in very earnest terms, 
hereby permitted to relinquish 
his present post. 

Referring to a memorial from the 
Ministry of Finance, requesting 
the bestowal of some honours upon 
persons for their service in con- 
nexion with obtaining subscriptions 
for the Internal Loan at Shanghai, 
ete. The subscriptions received 
Shanghai on account of the Internal 
Loan of this year aggregated = 
very large amount, and, as repor' 
ed by the said Ministry, this grati 
fying result was not achieved with- 
out true devotion to the national 
welfare on the part of persons who 
handled the sale of loan bonds. 
‘Their effort is much appreciated by 
us. Chou Chin-piao and Pei Jen- 
yuan are hereby each given the 
Chiaho Decoration of the 3rd class; 
Chu Fang-kan is given the same 
decoration of the 5th class; Lu Peh- 
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hung and Hu Shan-teng are ech 
given that of the 6th class; Chen 
Yung-ching, Hau Tang, Ku Lev- 
kuei, Shih Tseb-chin, Su Peng-yen 
and Kuo Huei are exch given that 
of the 7th class; and Chu Pei- 
cheng, Chen Tooling, Heiei Lun. 
huei, ‘Tao Hsiang, and Fu Tsung. 
yao ‘shall each receive an Ordet 
marking our appreciation. 


The Naval Cadets’ Case. 

The Ministry of Marine submite 
a report of a decision by the High 
Civil Oficials’ Penalty Commission, 
stating that in regard to the case 
in which Hsu Chi-hsiang, Chief of 
the Naval Judicial Department, is 
charged with having acted impro. 
perly in trying and deciding the 
case arising from naval cadeta’ de 
mand for an increase in their pas- 
sage allowance, the penalty should 
be that provided in sub-section I 
under Article V, for having violat 
ed the duties of his office as men- 
tioned in Paragraph I of Article Il, 
in the Provisional Penalty Law for 
High Civil Officials, ete. Hsu Chi- 
hsiang is bereby cashiered as sug: 
gested. 














The Currency Reform Bureau is 
hereby abolished. Its affairs aro to 
be amalgamated with those of the 
Ministry of Finance. 

The rules and regulations gor 
erning the terms of service for the 
officers in the Navy are heroby 
promulgated. 








FROMM THE CHINESE 


PRESS. Baca: 


Telegraphic News trom Peking. 

1g, Vice-Minister of 
urse, is conducting 
negotiations with Mr. Hioki, Japss- 
ese Minister, in respect of the ap- 
pointment of » Commissioner of 
Customs at Teingtao by the Chin- 
ese Government. There is good 
ground for hoping than an amicable 
solution of this question will be 
reached. 

The Japaneso Minister, in re 
sponse to the Waichiaopu’s protest 
against the construction by the 
Japanese of a telegraph line from 
Lungkow to Kaomi, haa replied that 
as the said line has not yet been 
constructed, he will confer with the 





Foreign Ministry on the matter 
later on. 
In official circles, it is believed 


that General Wang Shi-cheng, the 
senior director at the Generalis 
simo’s Office, will shortly act as 
Chief of the General Staff, Lieut.- 
General Chen Huai, Vice-Chief and 
the present Acting Chief, will be 
appointed to s province as Civil 
Governor, and Lieut-General Tang 
Tsai-li will succeed him as Vice- 
Chief of the General Staff. 

A telegram from the Governor of 
Kueichow reports that forty li of 
telegraph lines in the Weining dis- 











trict have been cut by bandite and 
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that repsiring work is being pushed 

-on, while a single line has been 
Burriedly put up to restore eom- 
munications, 

The Presidential Election Law is 
to be amended, and on December 
22 the Provirional Constitution Con- 
ference devoted its attention to the 
first reading of the Amended Bill. 
The reasons which necessitate its 
amendment were explained by Mr. 
Yen Fu, and afterwards referred 
to a special committes of fifteen 
members, including Messi 
Ma Liang, and Liang Shib-yi, and 
Prince Na-yen-tu for study and re- 
port. The chief point for amend- 
ment is the fixing of the Pre- 
sident’s term of office at ten years 
instead of six. It is aleo said that 
the President will be required to 
write out the names of three per- 
sons whom he may desire to be his 
successor in the event of 
occurring before the expi 
office; he will have to do this once 
every year and lock the names up 
in a cabinet, which will be opened 
by the Council of State in an em- 
ergency, and one of the three will 
be chosen by the Council to succeed 
to the Presidency. 

‘A telegram from Canton reports 
the discovery of a secret rebel office 
at Shakee, just opposite Shameen, 
and the capture of twelve rebels, 
including s Rebel Commander nam- 
ed Tang Kuei-ching. These captives 
have admitted that their sole duty 
was to tempt the troops to join 
their cause. 


The Destination Tax. 


The imposition of, or rather the 
attempt to impose, the so-called 
destination tax by the Government 
Kiangsu has met with serious op- 
Chinese merchants 

Meetings have 
been held at vari Chambers of 
Commerce to discuss the subject, 
with the result that this imposition 
is thought injurious to native trade 
and prejudicial to the interests of 
Chinese merchants, as there can be 
no doubt that foreign merchants 
will not agree to submit to it while 
the Chinese Government has no 
power to enforce obedience from 
alien subjects. To this effect, a 
lengthy petition, protesting against 
this new tax and, failing its total 
abandonment, praying that the im- 
position be deferred to a more pro- 
sperous time, has been sent to the 
Government by the Nanking 
Chamber. 































Relief of Tsingtao Residents. 


Mr. Shen Tun-ho, Director of the 
Red Cross Society in Shanghai, has 
received a letter from Tsingtao, 
signed by Chao Teh-li and_ thirty- 
one other persons, describing. the 
pitiful condition of the people 
within the arca where fighting 
actually took place, and appealing 
for help to relieve the suffering r 
sidente of these places whose hous 
were demolished and property de- 
vtroyed. Mr. Shen has already ap- 














pointed an officer to proceed to 
Shantung with the sum of $10,000 
for the relief of the people in 
distress. But as the area is ex- 
tensive, the people in want must 
be very numerous, and he has tele- 
graphed to Lu Hai-huan, Director- 
General of the Society, laying the 
case before him and asking him to 
give further help to these people. 





Dec. 28. 


A Mow Yoar Day’s Feast. 
Binco the inauguration of the Re- 
public and the adoption of the Gre- 
gorian Calendar, all classes of Chin- 


ese have not unanimously embraced | try 


the new order of things, doubt- 
leas owing to their lengthy acquain- 
tance with the lunar system. The 
Kiangsu Board of Education has, 
therefore, dec‘ded to make an effort 
to combat this old habit which 
would stultify all developments on 
modern lines if not vanquished. It 
is proposed to hold a ‘‘Feast on 
January 1, 1915,” or the Ist day in 
the 4th year of the Chinese Repub- 
lic at the “Yes Garden.” The 
Board has issued invitation cards 
mentioning that (1) The “Garden” 
ide the West Gate, easily ac- 











(2) Those who righ to take part 
should notify the Board of their in- 
tention not later than December £7; 
and (3) Each person should bring 
81 to cover the expense of the 
feast, and pay the money to the 
Treasurer of the Board on the day 
of the feast. No time is given in 
the report appearing in the Chinese 
Press. 


Mooting of the Infdigo Merchants. 
As a result of the meeting held 
by all the dyers of this port, com- 
plaining of the unreasonably high 
price of foreign indigo since the 
European war broke out, a meeting 
of indigo merchants was convened 
last week at the Foreign Goods 
Trading Association, in order to 
discuss and explain their situation 
to the dyers. Some cloth mer- 
chants also attended. Mr. Pei 
Shun-seng, manager of the Juikang 
Indigo Hong, and several compra- 
dores of fore'gn firms dealing in this 
business, spoke at great length. In 
effect they pointed out that when 
foreign indigo was first imported to 
China, it cost over Tis, 100 per cask, 
and owing to the subsequent com- 
petition between three firms, 
price came down step by 
step until it reached the 
low amount round about Tis. 
30 per cask. Following upon 
the outbreak of the war in Europe, 
losses bad been suffered, in addition 
to the scanty quantity obtainable for 
China, so the price rose to Ts. 90 
or thereabouts per cask. The rise 
was caused, in short, by force 
majeure. They said that the dyers 
threatened to revert to using na- 
tive . indigo, but inasmuch as the 
quantity of native indigo to be used 
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to equal a cask of foreign atuft 
would cost Tis, 160 or Tls. 170, they 
would not profit in this way. ‘They 
added that they would not’ ‘object 
in the least should it be really” pos- 
sible to substitute for the foreign 
produce China’s own article, “for 
that would mean a great boon wo 
China. 





Mr. Su Yun-shan, a guest, ad- 
dressed the meeting on the subject 
“The fittest will survive.” He said 
that this principle was no less true 
if applied to the keen competition 
in trade now-a-days. He deplored 
the present state of aff when 
the fate of the whole dyeing indus- 
was practically in the hands of 
Germans. The foreign indigo did 
not depend alone on its natural 
advantage of growth, as scientific 
inventions and careful researches 
had made it as perfect as it was to- 
day. Therefore, he would imoress 
upon his hearers that it could not 
be replaced as the dyers had 
thought it could, viz., by the cul- 
tivation of native indigo on an ex: 
tensive scale, 

Next, Mr. Hu, cloth merchant, 
id a his business had the most 
connexion with the dyeing 
so it bad also some in- 
direct connexion with the ind'go 
business. Since the enhanced price 
on indigo had been ruling. the cloth 
merchants had been asked three or 
four times to agree to an increase 
in their charges for dyeing cloth. 
The cloth dealers had found th's 
unbearable, The cloth wae only 
worn by the poor; it was woven 
by the poor too. Thus it was 
doubly difficult to increase prices 
on cloth. The cloth merchants had 
resorted to the plan of cutting 
down their buying prices; for ‘n- 
stance, if a cask of indigo which 
could dye 500 pieces of cloth cost 
$50 more than before, then they 
cut 10 cents from the price on each 
piece of cloth they bought from the 
country weaver. How could these 
oor men withstand such a shrink- 
age in their earnings? The dyeing 
industry had the custom of engag- 
ing the workmen on or before the 
Winter Solstice Day. Now ‘he 
workmen were still waiting for 
their definite engazement and were 
in great alarm. Mr. Hu then on- 
dertook the task of effecting a com- 
promise between the dyeing busi- 
nessmen and the indigo merchants. 




















Dec. “29. 


‘Wireless Telegraphy at Woosung. 

‘The wireless installation at Woo- 
sung has now been completed and 
Admiral Tstng Ju-cheng and Ad- 
miral T. 8. Lee have appointed de- 
puties to make a joint inspection. 

It is understood that wirelers 
messages may be sent and received 
at the Woosung Station on and 
ter New Year Day. Some rules 
have been framed regarding the 
handling of wireless telegrams, to 
the following effect: 
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Private unpaid telegrams will not 
be transmitted by wireless  tele- 
graphy. 

Every wireless telegram should 
be clearly marked as such. 

Plain English only is acceptable 
in_a wireless telegram. 

The International Morse slp- 
habet will be used for wireless 
telegraphy signals. 

Messages addressed to ships on 
the high sea must bear, in legible 
writing, the name of the receiver 
and the name of the ship. 
Capture of Alleged Rebel Leaders: 

Upon the receipt of a telegraphic 
request from Field-Marshal Lung 
Tsi-kuang, of Canton, the local 
Chinese police, in conjunction with 
several officers of the Arsenal, suo: 
ceeded in effecting the capture of 
two men named Wen Chi-feng and 
Sien Tib-kuang, who are alleged 
to be. Commander-in-Chief and 
Chief of Staff appointed for Can- 
ton by Sun Yat-sen and Huang 
Hsing. They are said to have es- 
caped, after a recent failure at 
Canton, by slipping to Hongkong. 
The Hongkong authorities are re 
ported to have refused to agree to 
the Chinese General's request for 
their extradition. However, they 
were constantly shadowed by Chin« 
eee detectives, so their departure 
for this port in company with 
several adventurers was reported to 
Canton and the report was retrans+ 
mitted to Shanghai, with the re 
sult that they were intercepted and 
arrested as soon as they were in a 
ferry boat heading for the Settle: 
ment on the morning of December 
mw 

‘A eearch of their luggage, it is 
reported, disclosed correspondence 
between the two prisoners and Dr: 





Sun Yat-sen, ex-General Huang 
Hsing,. ex-Viceroy Tsen Chun 
hsuan, ex-Tutuh Chen  Chiung- 


ming, etc. It trai 
forty of their followers had pre+ 

them and were living in di 
ferent hotels in Shanghai. 
alleged that these men aimed 
assassinating 








at 
important officials; 
thereby creating a panic during 
which they might start another re+ 


volution, 

‘Admiral Tséng has asked Mri 
‘Yang Cheng, Special Envoy for 
Foreign Affairs, to request the 
foreign police to co-operate in tra+ 
cing and arresting the remainder of 
the rebels known to be hiding in 
the. two Settlements. 


A Sino-Japanese Telegraph Co. 

Hitherto, the Japanese _Con- 
swlate, ag well as Japanese residents 
in Shanghai, have always depended 
upon the Great Northern Telegraph 
Co, for telegraphic communication 
with their country, and a 
tract for the service for a term of 
twenty-five years was madd. As 
the term. of the contract will soon 
expire, the Japanese have made 
arrangements with the Great 
Northern Co. to take the cable un- 














con-j 





der their own control. As many 
of the intermediate ports are in 
Chinese territory, the Japanese and 
Chiness Governments have agreed 
to cooperate in working this line, 
and to name the company to be 
thus formed “The Sino-Japanese 
Telegraph Oo.” The Shanghai 
Office will be situated on the upper 
floor of the Fapanese Post Office 
near the Garden Bridge, and public 
patronage will be accepted from 
January 1, 1915. 


Corporal: Puntyhment in‘ Shanghal. 
- By order of the Government, the 
Prefect of Shanghai has _insued 
a notice to his underlings that on 
and after Janvary 1, 1915, pu 
ment may be meted out with the 
bamboo and that the bamboo, made 
according to the authorised pattern. 
measures 9 Chinese feet in lengt! 
one and a» fifth Chinese inches 
broad at the upper end and four- 
fifths of an inch broad at the lower 
end. 


Explosion. on. a Chinese Cralser. 

At €.30°a.m. on December 2%, 
boiler explosion ocourred on 
the Chinese cruiser Tsetien killing 
three men outright and wounding 
eight or nine others, who were sent 
to the Woosung Hospital for treat- 
ment. The oruiser had just com- 
pleted a voyage carrying Deputy 
Miao on tour of inspection for 
poppy plants. She was anchoring 
at Wooswng when the aocident oc- 
curred. Some attributed the 
mishap to carelessness on the part 
of the frremen who had permitted 
the boiler to get overheated, while 
others believed that it was due to 
the old age of. the boiler. 











Deo, 30. 
‘New from the Ospital. 
A Peking telegram to the 


Sinwanpao”” states that Dr. Yen 
Hui-ching, Chinese Minister at 
Berlin, has telegraphed reporting 
Germany's victory in East Europe 
and her occupation of Warsaw. 
the old capital of Poland! (No 
date ia given in the telegram). 


‘The tax on business is fixed at 2 
per mille, to which rate the mer- 
chants are protesting vigorously as 
being too high. It is expected that 
the rate of the tax will be reduced. 


The President in office, according 
to the amended constitution, has 
the privilege of naming three per- 
sons as nominees to succeed him, 
the names to be written on a 
paper which shall be treblelocked 
and kept in the President’s Palace, 
a set of three keys to be separately 
placed in the custody of the Pre- 
sident, the Speaker of the Tsan- 


chengyuan, and the Secretary of 
State. 
General Tuan Chi-kuei left Pe- 





king for Hupeh on Decembet 28. 


UNIVERSIT 


Huang Heiung, who was at 
‘New York when he beard of the re- 
ported negotiation for an American 
oan to China, went to Washington 
ith the object of damaging the 
credit of the Chinese Government 
He called at the White House and 
at the Foreign Office there, but he 
was refused an audience for want 
of an introduction by the Chinese 

inister. He then addressed 900 
letters to the senators and editors, 
reviling. Yuan Shih-kai, and wrote 
to President Wilson, counselling 
him to break off the loan negotis- 
tion, After finding that hie effort 
was fruitless, he returned to New 
York. 





Duties of a Neutral Nation, 


After the fail of Tsingtao, the 
duties of the Chinese officials with 


+| regard to neutral affairs have been 


Joos: numeroue and arduous. Still, 
the Centeal Government appears as 
vigilant as ever, as it has i sued 
‘orders regarding the sale, keeping 
and preservation of all articles be- 
longing to belligerent nations but 
interned: in this country, espesially 
armaments and other contraband 

‘The local authorities are 
ordered to pay speci i 
four importent pointe:—(1) Das- 
gerous articles—if there ia: any 
article charged with electricity oF 
anything inflammable or easily ex 
plosive. (2) Insanitary articles—if 
there is any food-stuff rotting or 
decaying and hurtful to health. (a) 
Forbidden articles—if there are dam 
dum bullets and explosive cart 
ridges or articles. (4) Articles to be 
preserved—anch na guns, rifles, 
machinery, etc., whether the place 
in which these articles are kept is 
suitable or not for their preeerva- 
tion. 








Deo. 4. 

‘The New Governor of Stechuan. 

General Chen Huai, Vice-Chief 
of the General Staff, will be most 
probably appointed Chiangehiin and 
concurrently Civil Governor of Bze- 
chuan. All arrangements have al- 
most been completed. In order to 
centralize the control of military 
affairs he will take with him to 
Szechuan a brigade of Peking 
troops who are under the oom- 
mand of Tao Yun-ho, General 
Chen’s retinue will be large, as he 
will go to his post with his Chief 
of Staff, secretaries, and a multi- 
tude of officials, including Taoyins, 
prefects and magistrates. As soon 
as his successor and other officers 
of the General Staff have been 
chosen, a Mandate will be isoued 
announcing his appointment to 
Brechuan. 

‘Telegraphic News from Peking. 
The Government proposes to post- 
pone indefinitely the creation of the 
Land Survey and Demarkation 
Bureau, 

‘The Northern troops at Foochow 
are said to have molested the people 
ie 
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there, and in consequence the shops 
in the South Main Streot have 
been closed. 

Mr. Hsu Chi-hsiang, who has 
been cashiered in connexion with 
the naval cadets’ scandal, will con- 
tinue to serve in the Ministry of 
Marine by permission of the Pre- 
sident, 


The British Minister, Sir John 
Jordan, returned to Peking on 
December 97. 


GERMANY AND HER 
PETROL SUPPLIES. 


ACTION OF SCANDINAVIAN 
GOVERNMEN'S. 


Writing in a recent issue of the 
“ Autocar” on the eubject of the 
petrol supplies of Germany, Mt. 
Erik Hildeshoim, of Copeahsgen, 

Tho fact ia that Denmark, as well 
as the other Scandinavian nations, 
Sweden and Norway, have pro- 
hibited the export of petrol since 
the beginning of the war. On 
August 6 an Act of Parliament was 
passed forbidding the exportation 
of all goods useful to belligerent 
countries, including coal, firewood, 
petrol, paraffin, and other fuels 
under penalties ranging from £30 
to £600 or imprisonment and the 
confiscation of the goods. 

‘While most people will admit 
this to be acting in accordance with 
the claims of strict neutrality, 
there may be others who suppose 
that some Danish petrol dealers 
would yield to the temptation of 
German bribes to part with the 
fuel. Such contingency was not 
likely to occur, as we were our- 
selves experiencing # serious short- 
age of petrol, for just when the 
war began the military authorities 
in Denmark seized all stores, 
while at the same time all foreign 
supplies were stopped from the 
Galician sources because of the 
war and from America for lack of 
suitable tonnage. The tankships 
bringing the American petrol oar- 
goes to Denmark were unfortunate- 
ly German, and, owing to the 
operations of the British navy, 
were captured and taken to British 
harbours if they had not a wireless 
installation, as the big tankship 
Excelsior, and could be warned ot 
to continue the voyage. The Ex- 
celsior thus reached a neutral har- 
bour at Azores. 











Shortage in ‘Demmark. 

For two months and a half Den- 
mark waa quite short of petrol, 
which was sold at about 7s. er 
gallon, so there was no temptation 
to sell to Germany, nor is there 
any such temptation at present, as 
we have only received one cargo in 
three monthe, © supply which un- 
der normal conditions would barely 
suffice for one month. These nn- 
usual conditions, concurrent with 








the stopped Galician supplies, ex- 
plain quite satisfactorily the in- 
creased petrol importation from 
America. 

Mr. Lidgett’s suggestion that 
the reason for resorting to the anti- 
quated system of shipment in bar- 
rels is out of regard to easier 
handling by sea and land is answer- 
ed by the fact, already referred wo, 
of the lack of tankship tonnage. 
‘The shipment of petrol by barrels 
waa discarded because of its ox- 
travagance and enormous cost as 
compared with tank conveyance, 
and it was revived simply 
because tank steamers could not 
be obtained. Mr. Lidgett mentions 
the fact that towards the end of 
September there was quite a rush 
for vessela for prompt sailing to 
North-western Europea This ia 
true, but it arose by reason of the 
fact that, where one ship of bulk 
oil transport system sufficed, the 
barrel system demanded ten times 
‘as much tonnage in these difficult’ 
times. The proof of this is furn- 
ished by Mr. Lidgett’s statement 
that the first and second ship to 
arrive in Denmark during 2 the war 
with petrol cargoes, viz., the Glitra 
and Aquila, each carr cay 6,000 
barrels (600 tons). Besides this, 
the East Asiatic Co. (of motor 
ship fame) has brought two con- 
signments of petrol on its merchant 
ships, a deck cargo of 2% tons, These 
are the whole of the petrol sup- 
plies received during the war, 
or, in plain words, a tota! not sx- 
ceeding 1,250 tons. The normal 
consumption in the month is about 
1,000 tons, or 10,000 tons per year. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to ox- 
press to Mr. Lidgett—or, more 
correctly, allow the Danish nation 
to express to the British nation— 
that while Great Britain isat war 
and while Denmark is strictly neu- 
tral the best mutual feelings bo 
continue to prevail between 
two nations, Denmark can — 
Great Britain that ehe is not using 
any unfair means in this respect. 


























GENERAL JOFFRE 
AT WORK. 


A DESORIPTION OF 
HEADQUARTERS. 

‘The nerve centre that moves more 
than 2,000,000 men is in a village 
school house seventy miles bebind 
the firing lines. The rare observer 
who is permitted to learn its where- 
abouts and approach finds @ con- 
trast between the tranquility here 
and the intense action near the 
trenches. No cannon, machine gun 
or rifle fire can be heard here. The 
commander-in-chief co-ordinates his 
information and arrives at his de- 
cisions not only far from the dis- 
turbance of actual conflict, but in 
the depth of the couatry away from 
the first and seoond lines of reserves, 
the incessant noise of moter trans- 
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port and the dislocation of civil Hite. 
An air of repose surrounds the bead 
quarters, but life is intense here 
also; a twenty-four hour day of 
study and acts of judgement. 

“What young colonels you have 
here,” remarked the correspondent 
to a member of the staff. 

“They aro the men of the fature,” 
he replied. “Some of the young 
colonels are at their desks at five 
o'elock in the morning and leave for 
their quarters in pleasant private 
dwellings nearby at ten o'clock at 
night. They are relieved by others, 
and such sort of work goss on 
throughout the night.” 


In Touch With All. 

General Joffre has six subordinate 
norve centres in the armies into 
which the field forces are divided. 
‘The six generals commanding those 
armies, Pau, Foch, Dalstein, 
Franche d’Esperray, 
Manoury, each with his general 
staff, are connected by direct tele- 
graph and telephone wires wi 
headquarters. General Joffre often 
talks over situations by telephone, 
receives suggestions and gives 
orders which are confirmed and re- 
corded by telegraph. Ho is also in 
direct and frequent communication 
with Field Marshal French and tho 











ITCHED AND 
BURNED BADLY 


With Eczemaon Faceand Ears. Came 
First As Pimples. Could Not Bear 
Pain at Night. Used Cuticura Soa 
and Ointment, Now Quite Well. 


120, Mansteld Ra, Astoo, Birninghas, 
En 





not run at all. Now Tam quite well, thanks 
to Caticura Soap and Olntment.”” (Signed) 
‘Witlam Bosworth, Jan, 28, 1014. 

Why worry about your hair? Cuticura 
Soap shampoos and an occasional use of 
Cuticura Ointment will clear the scalp of 
arviruft, allay ttching and trritetion, aod 
Promote hair-growing conditions. 


Samples Free by Post 

Although Cutleura Soap and Cutleure 
Otntment are sold by drugaiste and dealers 
throughout the world, a Hbecal samplc of 
‘each with 32-p. Skin Book will be sent free 
upon request. Address post-card: F. Now- 
bevy Sous, 27, Coarterhouse Sq, Leodua, 
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Belgian headquarters, and with 
Bordeaux and Paris. 

‘A tingle sentinel paces in front of 
the entrance. Except for a few 
forester guards, there aro no sol- 
diers in General Joffre’s village, ex- 
cept. the group of youngish men on 
his staff, picked for their talents 
among the 60,000 officers of France. 

‘The roads of approach are watch- 
ed by gendarmes, and it is impos- 
sible to enter the place except by 
pass signed either by the chief of 
General Joffre’s staff, or by one of 
the few persons in the military ad- 
ministration authorized to sign such 















An Automobile Omce. 

‘The headquarters of » command- 
ing general used to be distinguished 
by the orderlies and horses in front, 
and his rank could be pretty well 
devermined by their number. Now 
it is the number of motor cars. 
Some fifteen or twenty long, bigh- 
power runners are usually lined up 
in” the playground of the school 
house. There is no tooting of horns. 
The cars come and go quietly and 
swiftly. The representative of the 
British War Office, Colonel Yarde- 
Buller, arrives, or the Russian mili 
tary agent, or an officer from the 
immediate front, or a delegate from 
the Government, but for the most 
part there is little coming and going. 
‘Tho vast business of the drama is 
. The meaning 














be determined by events remote 
from here. 

Genoral Joffre, when he goes to 
the headquarters of one of the 
armies, has with him an automobile 
fitted as an office. It looks, inside, 
very much like the little drawing- 
rooms attached to steamer cabins. 
A writing desk lets down from one 
end. Two divi e along the 
sides, and there are convenient de- 
vices for docketing the pape 

General Joffre himself appears 
in grave, calm mood, and in vigor- 
ous health. 




















IMPROVEMENTS OF 
THE PORT OF 
LONDON. 


WIDENING THE NAVIGABLE 
CHANNEL. 

From the Nore up to Crayfordnes 
the navigable channel is to be 
widened and deepened to 1,000 ft. 
and 30 ft. at low water; this work 
is practically completed up to 
Gravesend, opposite the Tilbury 
Docks. To the Albert Docks, seven 
miles further up, the same depth i 
to be maintained, but the width is 
only.to be 600 ft. The widths and 
depths further above are to be 600 
ft., 500 ft..480 ft., and 26 ft., and 
finally 14 ft., 
figures referring to the reach, Tow- 
er Bridge to London Bridge. 

This work will involve the remov- 
‘al of 20,000,000 cubic ft. of gravel, 











@ _ last-mentioned | di 





sand, chalk, and mud; the dredging 
plant comprises the suction-dredger 
Lord Desborough, raising 3,500 tons 
of sand per hour, and six bucket- 
dredgers, with twenty-one steam- 
hoppers for taking the soil down 
to the sea. 


‘The Groups of Docks. 

The docks consist of five groups. 
The first, the Tilbury Docks, covers, 
with their three branches for the 
Bombay, Australian, and Atlantic 
passenger services, 54 acres; 138 
acres are to be added; the main 
dock is tobe extended to 3,°30ft. oy 
600 ft., and involes an addition of 
1,600 ft, to the South Quay, and of 
three large transit sheds, 550ft., 600 
ft, and 650 ft. long and 120ft., wide. 
The new quay walls are “ounded 
‘on monoliths sunk to the b: 
a depth of 60 ft. below coping level. 
The ultimate extension will require 
‘a new entrance-lock, 1,350 ft- by 130 
{t., with 55 ft. of water over sills; 
the depth of high water of spring 
tides in the main and transit docks 
is 38 ft. 


‘Two New Dry Docks. 

Two new dry docks and a deep- 
water jetty for cargo-steamers are 
also under construction, says “Ea- 
gineering.” The latter is designed as 
‘a doubse-deck structure, 1,000 ft, by 
50 ft., built on reinforced concrete, 
to be equipped with 3-ton electric 
cranes. The new riverside landing- 
stage for passengers is to be 1,500 
ft. by 80 ft. 

‘At the Victoria and Albert Docks 
the heart-centre of the docks, a very 
large development schem in 
progress. The water area, of 184 
acres, is to be increased by 64 
acres; the depth is to be 35 ft. 
(ultimately 38 ft.); access is to be 
afforded.by an entrance-lock, 800 ft. 
by 100 ft., with 45 ft. of water 
below Trinity highwater, over the 
sills, The new and old docks are 
to be connected by # passage, 100 
ft. wide, spanned by a swing-bridge; 
but ultimately a still larger dock 
will be built north of the present 
site, 





























An Important Feature, 
‘An important feature of the pre- 
sent scheme is the provision on the 
south side of seven jetties for the 
transference of goods between ship 
and barge, without interfering with 
the direct discharge on to the dock 
quay. A graving-dock, 650 ft. long 
(ultimately 800 ft.), is being provid- 
ed at the extreme inner end. Similar 
improvements are planned for the’ 
next group of docks, the East India 
system, which closely adjoins the 
West ‘India, the Millwall, and 
Surrey groups. The improvements 
of the West India Docks, the 
pioneers of modern dock accommo- 
ion, dating from 1802, involves 
the reopening of the old Limehouse 
Basin and Lock. At the Surrey 
Docks there is ample area for 
further development. 
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At the London Docks the. chief 
urgent improvement is the en- 
largement of the entrance chaanels; 
& two-storey jetty, 783 ft. by 192 ft., 
0 being constructed there, the 
upper part to serve as a warehoute, 
the lower for transit. 

—— 


COMMERCE AND 
FINANCE. 


Dec, 25. 


MONEY AND EXCHANGE. 

‘The rates improved }d, when the 
market opened yesterday, but owing 
to some demand dropped 4d. again. 
The market at the close was uncer- 
tain. Bilver improved }d. owit 
it is stated, to the buying of Chins 
banks in London. 

‘The market opened on Saturday 
with a drop of fd. in the rates. The 
rates dropped 4d. again on Monday 
to 28, 2fd.; Since then, after mov- 
ing up twice to 28, 3d., closed yes 
terday at 28. jd. 

Silver opened at 22fd. on Satur- 
day or with a drop of 3d. since clos- 
ing last week. After moving up 
to 93d. prices dropped fd. Yester- 
day, silver improved 4d. to 224d. 
Tl feature of the week was the 
small buying by Chins and India in 
London. 

‘There was o slight improvement 
in the import business during the 
week. The stock of silver in the 
banks yesterday was composed of 




















Tis. 60,120,000, $21,080,000 and 356 
bars; of this total the native banks, 
including the Bank of Cl Bank 


of Communications and the Com- 
mercial Bank of China, held be- 
tween them Tle. 3,420,000 and 
87,540,000. 
THE SHARE MARKET. 
Ther was no noteworthy change 


in the market during the week. 
Prices were fully maintained. 


THE COTTON TRADE. 

Mid-Americans have become 
firmer in New York owing, it is 
stated, to the favourable situation 
in Liverpool as also to a fair amount 
‘of German buying, The latest New 
York quotations are 7.25 cents De- 
cember, 7.64 cents March, 7-81 cents 
May and 8.24 cents October. 

The Liverpool market is reported 
to be doing fairly well. The latest 
quotations are 4.19d. May/June and 
4.6%. January/February, 1916. 

Local cotton prices have improved 
considerably, owing to demand from 
local mills. The market was firm 
at the close. . 

About 2,500 bales are reported to 
have changed hands in Indian yarn 
at prices about Tis. 2 bigher than 
those ruling last week. The tone 
of the market at the close was good. 

The Japanese yarn market has 
also been active. and prices have 
advanced about Tis, 3. Business in 
about 5,000 bales reported to 
have been done during the week. 

Prices for local mill yarn have im- 
proved about Tis. 4 during the 
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week and business estimated at 


15/20,000 bales ia reported—the | M< 


greater portion of the — busi- 
ness being in 14s and 16s. 
Prices were on the following basi 
10s, Tis, 69/76.50; 198. Tls, 76.50/78; 
14s. Ths, 73.50/80; 168. Tis. 78/860; 
90s, Tle, 84/87. 

At the piece goods auctions, quan- 
tities were decreased slightly, and 
all prices were up—especially at the 
Yuen Fong. 








RUBBER. 
London, Dec. $2. 
The quotation for Plantation 
Rubber, First Latex, Standard 
Crépe, is 28. ofd.—Reuter. 


BULLION. 

Meesrs, Samuel, Montagu & Co.'s 
weekly circular dated London, 
November 2%, states that “the influx 
of gold was comparatively mall. 
‘The receipts were announced by the 
Bank of England as follow : 
Nov. 19 £503,000 in bar gold. 
Nov. 90 «. 120,000 Sy 

“No withdrawal took place for 
abroad, but £1,000,000 was set aside 
on account of the Treasury Note 
Currency Reserve, raising the total 
of that reserve to £13,500,000. The 
net reduction was therefore £377,000. 

The outpute from Rhodesia and 
West Africa continue to increase. 
The Rhodesian total for October, 











1914 is £337,241, compared with 
£247,068 for October, 1913 and 
£300,308 for September, 1914. The 





total in West Africa for October, 
1914 is £159,410, compared with 
£137,153 in October, 1913, and 
£154,316 in September, 1914. 

“The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
stated in the House of Commons on 
November 8% that no necessity to 
prohibit the exportation of gold 
from the United Kingdom has arisen 
since the outbreak of war, except 
in circumstances which render it 
contraband of war.” 

With reference to sil 
calar contains the following :— 

The tone continues fairly good. 
‘After the purohases for shipment 
by last week’s steamer to the East 
bad been completed, prices sagged 























slightly until 22§d. was touched on 
jonday. 
“Supplies, however, are not large, 


and a measure of support was given| state that cotton 


by orders for coinage. 


AMERICAN COTTON. 


Reports dated December #1 
freights from 
America to England were ruling at 


“The Indian Bazaars had kept|the high rate of 95s. per ton, but 


limits of 29fd. in force, but, finding| the smallness of tl 


supplies insufficient to meet their 
needs promptly, they raised thei 





limits, with the result that prices| Osaka telegram quoted by 


demand ' this 
year should depress prices to at 
least an equivalent degree. An 
the 





hardened to 22 13/16d. on Tuesday, | “Mainichi” states that the total ox- 


and again to 23d. on Wednesd: 
“To-day, demand was not 





295d. 


ports of American cotton to Europe 


80] upto the 11th instant amounted to 
keen, and’a reaction took place to| 1,500,000 bales, 


against 4,400,000 
bales in the corresponding period 


“The fact that insurance rates to| last year, while exports to other 


India have fallen over 25 per cent. 
since the destruction of the Emden 
has been, doubtless, an encourage- 
ment to Indian buyers. 


issued on November 22, as follows :— 
Figures in Lakhs of Rupees :— 


Notes in circulation .... ~ 61,55. 
Reserve in silver coin . -- 30,97, 
Gold coin and bullion 93. 


East Indian securities -. 
Gold in England .... 
Securities in England 


10, 





7,85. 
- 4,00. 


| 24 states that a few more 


countries and the demands of Amer- 
ican spinners combined have 
amounted to 3,400,000 bales against 
5,700,000 bales in the corresponding 


“An Indian Currency Return was! period last year. 


coAL. 


Messrs. Wheelock « Co.'s report 
for the fortnight ended December 
annual 

have 
ill un- 


contracts for Japanese co: 
been settled and others are 





“The stock in Bombay consists of | der consideration; otherwise there 


3,800 bars, 
bars last week. 
“No shipment has been made from 


compared with 3,400] is not much business doing as ex- 





ly 


change is fluctuating unfavour: 
again and is very weak at the mo- 


San Francisco to Hongkong during} ment. Stocks on the spot are some- 


the week.” 


LANGKAT OUTPUT. 
We are informed that the follow- 
ing telegraphic information has 


been received from the Sumatra]: 


Director and Manager of the Maats- 
chappij tot Mijn-Bosch-en Land- 
bouwexploitatie in Langkat. 

The Output of Crude oil for De- 
cember 23 was 174 tons, 








Dec. 28. 
RUBBER. 
London, Deo. 2%. 
The quotation for Plantation 
Rubber, First Latex, Standard 
Crépe, ‘is 28. 0d. —Reuter. 
BEANS. 


The following were the 
tions at Tairen on December 11 

Beans Y.3.038/3.09. 

Bean Cake Y.1.19}/1.14. 

Bean Oil Y.11.40/11.50. 






ta. most contracts 
—|next year at prices slightly in ex- 


what above the average. In Japan 
coal prices are firm, ss usual at 
this time of the year. Japan «: 
pects her trade to increase con: 
rably on account of the war ow- 
g to supplies ef numerous kinds 
of merchandise not being 20 easily 
obtainable from Europe under the 
circum and therefore « 1a: 
ger demand for coal is expect 
for home consumption. We 
to report the arrival of the str. 
Hermiston on the 9th instant with 
about 6,000 tons of “Admiralty 
List” Cardiff coal, sold to arrive. 
Sellers of Fushun coal are still at 
work on contracts for next yeai 

otherwise no news. The Kaip’ 
coal market remains quite firm and 
now fixed for 





























cess of 1914, Btocks are at pre- 
sent small and deliveries are well 
maintained, 








THE CHINA MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. LTD. 


A BRITISH COMPANY. 
Registered under the Hongkong Ordinances and with the Board of Trade (England) 


With Assets totalling Taels 8,729,659.20. 


AGENCIES THROUGHOUT ASIA. 
POLICIES FREE FROM ALL UNNECESSARY CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 


Reduction of Premiums for Home Residence. 
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FREIGHT. 

Messrs. Wheelock & Co.’s report 
for the fortnight ended December 
% etates that the demand for space 
to Europe still continues heavy 
and shippers are experiencing 
great difficulty in filling their re- 
quirements as the Conference iin- 
ers are booked-up well into next 
M This congestion is attrib- 
utable to the shortage of tonnage 
on the berth, partly owing to the 
withdrawal of the German Liners 
and partly to the fact that better 
rates are being obtained from the 
South where Conference steamers 
are easily filling up. Good crops 
and the present low exchange rul- 
ing have also assisted in bringing 





this state of affairs about. Cargo 
to the United States vid Pacific and 
vid Suez is also plentiful, and 
steamers are having no difficulty 
in filling their allotments, Ship- 
pe to New York by the Suez and 

‘anama Conference Lines are noti- 
fied that the present rates will be 
raised 10 per cent. all round, still 
maintaining the surcharge of 10 
per cent. except tea, strawbraid 
and bristles, from to-day, but three 
days’ notice is given (until the 30th 
instant) in which to declare exist- 
ing contracts and shipments must 
be made within three months of 
that date. Shippers are further 
notified that the rate on zinc-ore is 
deleted, but inquiries will be con- 
sidered. Bills of lading are not 
to be made out “to order” in fu- 
ture, but the name of consignees 
must appear on same. The coast- 
wiso trade continues good 
and rates are being maintain- 
ed all round, especially in the 
South. The next cargo-boats on 
this berth are as follo “Mar- 
seilles and London. Hirano Maru 
(January 8) and Nankin (January 
14); Marseilles and Liverpool, Ajax 
(December 30); New York via 
Suez, City of Naples (December 30) 
and Pathan (January 19); Chal 
ter (January 7) and India (end of 
January). Cargo is so plentiful 
for New York that the noxt sail- 
ings, up to end of January are 
practically all fully engaged. 

LANGKAT OUTPUT. - 

‘We 4ré informed that the follow- 
ing telegraphic information has 
been received from the Sumatra 
Director and Manager of the Maat- 
echappij tot Mijn-Bosch-en Land- 
bouwexploitatie in Langkat. 

The Output of Crade oil for 
December 24 was 186 tons, for De- 
cember 25, 194 tons and for Decem- 
ber 26, 195 tons. 

Deo, 29. 


MONEY AND EXCHANGE. 

There was @ small amount of 
speculative demand in the market 
yesterday, and the market was in- 
clined to be easy at the close. The 
rates opened the same 2s when 
closing on Thursday. Silver im- 
proved yd. 











THE SHARE MARKET. 
Langkats were in slightly better 
demand yesterday than for some 
time past. The market, on the 
whole, was quiet. 


COAL OUTPUT. 

‘The Kailan Mining Administration 
inform us that the total output of 
the Administration's mines for the 
week ended December 19, amount- 
ed to 66,023.33 tons and the sales 
during the same period, to 55,905.21 
tons, 


BULLION. 

Messrs. Mocatta & Goldsmid’s 
weekly circular dated London, 
November 97, states that “the 
silver market has been very steady 
with again a fair demand for India. 
The quotation has fluctuated be- 
tween 22fd. and 23d., but at the 
latter rate some silver which had 
been held for higher rates was put 
on the market and buyers being 
satisfied the market has since 
sagged to 92Hd., which we quote 
to-day. The recent reduction in the 
rates of insurance to India certainly 
seems to have encouraged the 
Bazaars to buy and should these 
purchases continue, in addition to 
coinage orders, the present level 
may well be expected to continue.” 


COPPER. 

Anxiety is felt lest the improve- 
ment in prices of copper in London 
lead to over-production in Japan. 
The “Maintchi” notes that the 
American mines, which had been 
restricting output and withholding 
stock since Beptember last, have 
begun to dispose of their holdings, 
seeing the improvement in 
London market, which has risen to 
the same level as a month before 
the war. This has already slightly 
weakenéd the London market, and 
the most important question now 
pending for Japanese mine owners 
is whether the American mine 
owners will resume work immediate- 
ly or not. In America copper ore 
can be won at Y.18 per picul, but 
even with the great saving effected 
by the low price of rice, it cannot 
be produced in Japan under Y.20 
per picul. At present electro cop- 
per is quoted at Y.34.50 and 98 per 
cent. quality at Y.32, which sare 
good remunerative prices, and may 
tempt mine owners to an undue 
increase of output. Despite th. 
improvement in London for», 
exporters are not buying all 
eagerly, and the congested stocks 
are moving off the market very 
slowly, such relief as is seen being 
mainly due to Government orders. 
Any increase of output, therefore, is 
looked forward to with some 
anxiety, and merchants are taking 
precautions accordingly. 
STATE SUPPORT FOR 

INDUSTRIES. 

It is hoped, says ‘The Financier,” 
that at no distant date the Board 
of Trade will make known ite in- 
tentions 20 to the giving of sup- 
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NEW 





port, after the war, to such new 
British industries as may have 
come into ‘being to fill the gap 
vacated by Germany. The view is 
that, when peace is resumed and 
the Germans attempt to recapture 
the trade they have forfeited, many 
of the newly-formed industries 
will be hard put to it to maintain 
the position they have secured. 
This fear is founded on the know- 
ledge that German manufacturers 
can rely upon the strongest finan- 
cial support from the banks, in ad- 
dition to subsidies, whereas 
British trader must fight 








his 
battlee unaided. There is no doubt, 
too, that in some of the German 


industries, notably that of toy: 


making, sweating is rife, 





competit 

effectively by manufacturers 
are willing to adopt similar 
methods, Then, again, the system 
of dumping abroad by Germany 
such goods as do not come up to 8 
certain standard of quality places 
the home manufacturers at @ ser- 
Obviously, 








ious disadvantage. 
there are certain lines of German 
goods the trade in which our own 


manufacturers could never hope 10 
capture and retain while industrial 
conditions in the two countries re- 
main as they are State support 
will be needed, and, recognizing 
this, the various Chambera of Com- 
merce have colletively approached 
the Local Government Bosrd, ask- 
ing what action, if any, it proposes 
to take, 


LANGKAT OUTPUT. 
We are informed that the follow- 


pe ing telegraphic information has been 


received from the Sumatra Director 
and Manager of the Msatschsppij 
tot Mijn-Bosch- Landbouwexploita- 
tie in Langkat. 
The Output of Crude oil for 
December 27 wae 230 tons. 
Dec. 30. 


MONEY AND EXCHANGE. 

Both silver and the rates were 
unchanged yesterday. The market 
was steady with’ véty little businést 
doing. 
HANKOW EXPORT PRODUCE. 

Tho following statistics, pnblished 
under the direction of the Hankow 
General Chamber of Commerce, are 
dated Hankow, December 23 :— 

"The prices quoted are for the nt 
shipping weight, exclading cost cf 
packing for export :— 

















par picol 
Tis. 

Cowhides, Best selected Nominal 64.50 
Cowhides, Beconds ...... 46 60 
Buffalo hides, No. 

om 10/8 } 21.60 

>» 36/80 
Goatskins, Untann — 
Buffalo Horns, average 3lb. 

ead 6.60 
White China Grass, Wachang 

‘andjor Poochi (Hemp or 

Romie) . a 16.00 











TY OF MICHIGAN 


Tanvary 2, 1915. 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


43 


ee 
White China Grase, Sinsban 
andjor Chaya (Hemp or 
Ramie) 6 


Exchange Paris on London, 
New York on London, T. 
4.86. 


Fr. 
r, 





@USTOMS HOUSE EXCHANGE 
RATES FOR DECEMBER. 

£1 B22 £1—Hk.Tls.8.11 

aaa Ak,Tls.l— Francs 3.10 


ks @  L—Marks 2.43 

Gad $@53z Gold $ |—Hk.Tls 1.67 

Yen @91} Hk.Tis.1—Yen 1.22 

Rupees@15 —,,,_- 1—=Rupees 1.85, 

Mex.$@1.60 |, 1—Mex. $1.50 

Ronbles@129__ |, 1—Ronblesl.44 
© No quotation. 


The market was steady yesterday, 
with a fow bills offering. The rates 
opened unchanged and silver ad- 
vanced rd. 

‘The opening quotations at the 
Bank yesterday were as follows: 








Bean Oil 


AMERICAN TRADE WITH 
THE FAR EAST. 
American 


The “Journal of the 
Asit Association” 
that our commercial 
resumed their tabul: 
figures of the calenda: 
the records of the eight months 
ending with August are not  par- 
ticularly encouraging in their rela- 
tion to Asiatic trade. Our exports 
to China are two millions less than 
they were for the same period as 
last year; our imports from China 
remain about stationary; we have 
exported nearly a million less to 
British India than the figures of a 
year ago, and over four millions less 
than in 1912; the exports to Japan 
have dropped thirteen mi 
though the imports from Japan 
have increased over ten millions; 
and the whole export trade to Asia 
shows a loss as compared with the 
corresponding period of last year, 
amounting to $17,000,000. 

Des. 31. 


MONEY AND EXCHANGE. 
Soversigne—Bank’s buying 
Rate .@2/3)=Tls. 8.77 
@ 72.4=$12.11 
Mexican Dollars..market rate 


Tis, 72.075 

Shanghai Gold Bars, 978 
Touch Sh. Tis. 428 
Tis, 111.20 

















Bar Silver 
Copper Cash 
Native Interest 
Peking Bar @ 429 








LAST LONDON QUOTATIONS. 

Bar Silver, 298 

Bank rate of discount, 5% 

Market rate of discount 3 m/s. sight 
%, 4 m/s, sight %, and 6 m/s. 
sight %. 


Ox Loxpox—Bank Tael. 
Tel. Transfer ad. 
Demand . std. 
Credit, 4 m/s. 

do, 68 m/s. 
Docy. Mills, ¢ m/e 
do. 








4a. 


On New Youre 


profit and loss account on Novem- 
ber 30, 1914, of Tis. 159,313.43, ar 






















follows :— 
Ts. 
To wey 9 dividend of Tle 1.20 
on 75, 90,000. 
To write off buildings * 12.00.00 
To write off plant and 000.00 
To write off furniture . 100.00 
To write off motor car 146.55 
20,000.00 
To pay a bonus to staff at mill. 1,700.00 
To carry forward to new ac- 
count 5,366.90 
‘Ta, 159,313. 





RUBBER. 

Messrs, Hugo Reiss & Co. inform 
us that the following telegram was 
received by them from Mesors. 
Kimmel & Co., London, yesterd: 





Spot price, standard quality, 
Ribbed Smoked Sheet 2/3. 
Spot price, standard quality, 


First Crepe 1/112, 

Market steady with & moderate 
enquiry. 

The export of plant tion rubber 
from Malaya during the month of 
October amounted to 2,006 tons as 
compared with 1,602 tons in the 
previous month, and 1,144 tons in 
the corresponding month Inst year. 
The following table gives the com- 





283) parison month by month for three 





Demand .. 
Ox Honoxono— 

Bank, Demand (Nom.) 
On Yorouama— 

Bank, Demand 


THE SHARE MARKET. 
The official business on the Shang- 

hai Stock Exchange yesterday com- 

prised :— 

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Cor- 
poration $850 cash. 

Mastechappij, ete, in Langkat, Ld. 
Tie, 34 cash. 

Shanghai Dock & Engineering Co, Ld, 
‘Tis. 48 cas 

Gul ator Rabber Estates, Ld. 


Anglo-Java Estates, Ld, Tle. 5} cash. 

Chinese Eng. & Min. Oo., Ld., *B” 
cam. div. Tis. 14} cash. 

Direct cash business reported : — 

Shanghai Gas Co., Ld, Tls. 41 cash. 

Philippine Exploration & Mining Co, 
Ld, Ths, 4 cash. 

Mastechappij, etc., in Langkat, Ld 
Tis. 334 and Tis. 34 cash. 

Permata Rubbor Estates, Ld. Tis 24 


cash. 
—_— Rubber Co, Ld. Tis. 34 
cash, 




















03| KUNG XIK COTTON SPINNING 


& WEAVING CO., LD. 
‘Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
Ld., general managers of the Kung 
Yik Cotton Spinning & Weaving 
Co., Ld., inform us that, at a meet- 
ing’ of the consulting committee of 
this Company, held on December 
29, it was decided that the share 
holders should be recommended to 








Coneols, 
Exchange on Shanghai, 60/dr. 


apportion the balance at credit of 
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years:— 

1912, 1913. 1914, 

Tons, Tons. Tons. 
January 784 1,181 
February 743 1,703 
March 898 1,285 
April 762 1,048 
May 814 1,309 
Tune 12 1,480 
July 380 1,190 1,884 
August 729 1,315 1,895 
September 597 1,087 1,602 
October 650 1,144 3,008 
Total (tons) 4,428 9,449 17,088 


These figures include trans-ship- 
ments of rubber from various place: 
in the neighbourhood of the Straits 





"'| Settlements, such as Borneo, Java, 


Sumatra, and the non-Federated 
Malay States, as well as rubber 
actually exported from the Colony, 
but do not include rubber exports 
from the Federated Malay Btates. 


THE mone, MARERT IN 


Tho “Mainicht” slates that Jap- 
anese banks show an unsatisfactory 
half-year’a work, particularly bank: 
in the interior. These banks 
vanoe money mainly on the security 
of bonds, rice, raw silk, and landed 
property, and the low prices of rice 
and raw silk, reflected as they are 
also in depreciation of bonds and 
land, have placed these banks in an 
awkward position. The “Mainichi” 
ports that a certain bank in Oka- 
yama, desiring to dispose of some 
land which it held as security. so as 
to realize cash, found that it was 
difficult to sell it even at prices 40 
ner cent. below the assessed value. 
The depreciation in bonds. though 
not so serious as this, quite seri- 
ous enough. The general result of 
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this depression is that few debtors 
can put up the additional security 
the banks are demanding on their 
loans, while the banks are unwilling 
to dispose of the security they hold, 
as it Gs often insufficient to cover 
their credits. The tightness of 
money in the interior will be accen- 
tuated at the time of the old calen- 
dar settlemente—about s month 
hence—and there may be some fin- 
ancial disturbance in the interior. 


LANGKAT OUTPUT. 
We are informed that the folloy 
ing telegraphic information has 
been received from the Sumatra 
Director and Manager of the 
Maatschappij tot Mijn.Bosch-en 
Landbouwexploitatie in Langkat. 
The. output of crude oil for 
December 28 was 236 tons. 


TELEGRAMS. 
“Continued from page 8.) 




















The Germanophobe 
dplla Serra’ is indignant at the 
vexatious treatment of Italian 
shipping and declares that Great 
Britain is mistaken if she believes 
that she can force Italy to her side. 

Uneasiness is reigning in Italy on 
account of rumours of the immin- 
ent annexation of Tunis by France. 

Unfriendly comments are _ being 
published in part of the French 
press about the British protector- 
ate over Egypt. 

Russian soldiers at Lemberg 
have attacked the Mohammedan 
soldiers of the Russian army. 

French pay allege that Herr 
von Bode, Director General of the 
Prussian Museums, has taken the 
famous picture “Adam and Eve” 
by van Dyck from Brussels to Ber- 
lin. This report is denied, it being 
officially declared that the picture 
had been left in Brussels, where 
the public art collections will short- 
ly be reopened. 

‘The Austrian General Staff ce- 
futes the allegation of the official 
bulletin of the Russian General 
Staff that the Austrians have lost 
3,000 prisoners and a number of 
guns and machine guns. The re- 
port is quite unfounded as the total 
‘Austrian loss in killed, wounded 
and missing during the fights alluded 
to was but 307, while no gun and 
no machine guns were lost. 

The “Russkojo Slovo" reports 
that the Turks and the Kurdish 
troops have occupied nearly the 
whole Persian province of Azerbeid- 
jan and that Djulfa, opposite to 
Isfahan on the Zende Bud river, 
is menaced. 

The “Worddeutscher Allgemeine 
Zeitung” commenting on a French 
Yellow Book just published refutes 
minor calumnies and states that 
Germany never merely declined 
the British proposal of a confer- 
ence for the settlement of the di: 
putes between Russia and Austri: 
but made a counter proposal of dir- 











“ Corriere | PO! 











ions between Vienna and 
St. Petersburg. Germany further fa- 
cilitated the negotiations by caus- 
ing the Austrians to negotiate. 
The negotiations were started, but 
were interrupted by the Russian 
mobilization, on July 99, against 
Austria and, on July 30 and 31, 
against Germany, whereby Austria 
was forced to mobilize on July 31 
and Germany on August 1. Russia 
declined to demobilize because of 
the assurance of British support 
in case of war. 
Deo. 26. 


The German Foreign Office pub- 
lishes the following report : 
Headquarters, Dee. 25. 
Tt has been generally quiet dur- 
ing the last twenty-four hours. 
East of St. Hubert the Germans 








wrested from the British another 
part of their fortified _ position, 
Near Chivy, north-east of | Vaill 


the German troops dislodged a 
company of the enemy who had got 
& footing in front of the German 
ion. Here 172 French sold- 
iers were made prisoners. The en- 
emy, who tried to recapture the 
position, had heavy losses. The at- 
tacks near Souain and Perthes, 
north-west of Verdun, and west of 
Apremont have been repulsed. 

The situation in the eastern thea- 
tre of war is unchanged. 

The “ Deutscher Ueberseedienst 

















reports: 
“In spite of the evidently stubborn 
nature of the fighting. along the 
whole eastern front, Major Moraht, 
the military correspondent of the 
“Berliner Tagehlat!’ is inclined 
to believe that the Russian resist- 
ance is no new offensive, but mere- 
ly rearguard combats designed to 
cover the retirement of the main 
armies for their reorganization bey- 
ond the middle Vistula. This, 
Major Moraht thinks, is particul- 
arly the case in south Poland and 
Galicia, where the nature of the 
country behind the Russians is such 
that time must be gained to permit 
them to reach the position set for 
the reorganization, even at the risk 
of the rearguard troops being un- 
able to get back. Despite all this, 
partial successes of the Russians 
here and there are possible since 
they do not hesitate to sacrifice 
great numbers 








troops behind their line. 
The Austrian report 

that the Carpathians 

gradually cleared of the enemy, but | 


indicates 
are being 
the latter are stubbornly holding 
their own in Galicia, where Vienna 
has no snocesses to report. On 
lower Nida, however, 2,000 Rus: 
have been captured, 

The Petrograd carrespondent of 
the London “Morning Post” re- 
ports that the Russians have been 
foreed to give up their attack 
against Cracow and that they must 
retire to the inner line of defence 
on the Warsaw-Vistula front. 
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No change of importance is re- 
ported from the western theatre of 
war. 

Constantinople reports a deci- 
sive victory in Caucasia between 
Id and Olty. 

Constantinople reports also that 
British cruiser endeavoured to 
enter Akaba, but was forced to 
withdraw. 

The Turin ‘Stampa!’ reporte « 
great defeat of the French in 
Morocoo. The French lost thirty 
officers and 200 men killed. 

Dr. Kampf, the President of the 
German Reichstag, and Dr. 8yl- 
vester, the President of the At 
trian House of Representatives, 
agree, in articles published by the 
Christmas papers, that the pre- 
sent war must bring freedom to 
trade and commerce from the re- 
straints formerly imposed by Great 
Britain. The other nations mut 
acquiesce in the right to work and 
trade with liberty and to earn the 
fruits of their peaceful labour. It 
is therefore probable that the eco- 
nomical question will play the 
largest part in the future peace 
negotiations. Dr. Sylverter adds 
that the present war is demonstrat- 
ing the necessity of forming an 
economical unity of Central Eu- 
rope, comprising Austria-Hungary 
and Germany. 

M. Hernoteaux, former French 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in the 
“Figaro” again objects to the call 
by M. Pichon, another former Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs, for the 
help of the Japanese, because 
France, who performs the hardest 
task of the Allies in the present 
war, would thereby be robbed of 
the fruits of the effort and would 
be obliged to eubject herself to the 
wishes of the other allied nations. 
M. Pichon has published his answer 
in the “Petit Journal” saying that 
ten French departments are occu- 
pied by the enemy. Therefore *elp 
is necessary at once and is most 
urgent. 

The German Governor-General 
of Belgium has withdrawn the priv- 
‘ilege of issuing banknotes from the 
National Bank of Belgium and has 
granted it to the Société Generale 
de Belgique, the oldest Belgian 
bank. The National Bank had 
transferred its gold, its stock of 














“| banknotes and its note press to tre 


Bank of England and had endanger- 
ed the Belgian circulation. Further- 
more, the former Minister of Fin- 
ance in Belgium had forced the 
mal Bank to grant a large 
Ioan to the Belgian Government 
without it being covered by securi- 
ties, thus violating the bank’s con- 
stitution and possibly putting the 
resources of the bank at the dis- 
posal of the military hostile to Ger- 
many. The new notes of the So- 
ciété Generale will be currency 
henceforth. The Société Generale 
is also entrusted with the task of 
abolishing the Belgian moratorium 
and, in cooperation with the civil 
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government, of securing the deposits 
transferred during the general de- 
Fangement and retreat to the Bank 
of England and now withheld by 
pal latter contrary to international 

w. 

Copenhagen reports that Russia 
has vedéd to Japan her part of the 
Island of Saghalien in exchango 
for heavy guns, 

Russian papers are upset de- 
cause Great Britain has forced Rus- 
sia to send 75 million gold roubles 
‘to London as guarantee for a loan. 
‘The Britich financiers point out as 
an exouse for Great Britain’s vi- 
gour, the necessity of improving 
the London market by a gold re- 


sorve, 
Berlin, Dec. 26. 
‘The “Deutscher Ueberseedienst ” 
reports 





The ‘‘Corriere della Sera” re 
ports that the French battleship 
Courbet ich was torpedoed by 
tho Austro-Hungarian submarine 
U 18, has been badly damaged. The 
paper declares the Anglo-French 
blockade of the Adriatic to be ut- 
terly insufficient. 

The “Corriere del Mattno” a 
paper closely connected with Signor 
Giolitti, the Italian Premier, points 
out that the British Navy against 
the German in the North Sea and 
against the Austro-Hungarian in 
the Adriatic has proved little 
ciency. Respect for Bri 
naval supremacy is quickly vanish- 








The Association of German Stage 
Managere has agreed not to dis- 
continue the performance of operas 
written by authors belonging to the 
enemy nations, provided they are 
of truly artistic value and do not 


July 31 after the British navy had 
been concentrated and the whole 
Russian army had been mobilized, 
while the French were making pre 
parations for the war. The con- 
ferenco would, consequently, have 
been held under the pressure of the 
mobilized arms of the Triple En- 
tente. Forcing Austria to it would 
have been exactly what Russia had 
previously declined to do. The 
Chancellor states that the French 
Yellow Book proves that France 
never took the slightest step for the 
preservation of peace. Germany, 
therefore, was obliged to mobilize 
on August 1. 
Berlin, Dec. 27. 

The German Foreign Office pub- 

lishes the following report: 
Headquarters, Deo. 26. 

Near Nieuport the French and 
British attacks during the night 
from the 2th to the 25th instant 
have been repulsed. The success 
of the fighting near St. Hubert with 
the Indiane and tbe British could 
only to-day be ascertained. Nine- 
teen officers and 819 coloured and 
British prisoners have been made 
and fourteen machine guns, twelve 
mine throwers, several searchlights 
and other war material captured. 
The enemy left on the battlefield 
yer 3,000 dead. A truce for bury- 
dead has been asked for by the 





-| British and granted. The German 


losses are small in proportion. 
In skirmishes near Tracy-le-Val, 
northeast of Compiegne, the Ger. 





hausen, and in Upper Alsace west 
of Benthoim and south-west of Le 
kirch, some skirmishes took place, 
yesterday, but the situation is un. 


involve the payment of royalties | changed. 


to the enemy. Thus, the Royal 
Opera at Berlin will represent to- 
morrow “Lohengrin” and on Sun- 
day Bizet’s “Carmen.” 

The Imperial Chancellor has ad: 
dressed & circular to the German 
diplomatic representatives abroad. 
He refutes therein the speech of 
M. Viviani, the French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, before the French 
Chamber. He states: On July 
31 it was impossible for Germany 
to avoid war by sccepting the pro- 
posal for the cessation of military 
preparations and of the London 
Oonference. The first con‘erence 
proposal was made on July 2% by 
Great Britain, but it was also ce 
jected by Russia. Germany pro- 
posed on July 26, direct negotia- 
tions in Vienna. France was ji 
trustful, and fearing to compromise 
ber good relations with Russia, did 
not undertake any step to preserve 
peace. Great Britain formally 
agreed, but ab the same time she 
manifested an intention to part: 
cipate in s European wer, which 
meant victory for the Russian war 
party. The Imperial Chancellor 
states that the British navy was 
concentrated on July 2%. Another 
‘conference proposal was made on 














On the 20th instant # French 
aviator threw bombs on @ village 
though there was only a hospital, 
which was easily recognizable 
tors. No damage worth men- 
tioning was done, In retaliation for 
this act and the former throwing 
of bombs on the open town of Frei- 
burg, which is situated outside tho 
range of operations, some places in 
the enemy’s positions in Nancy 
were thrown at with middlesized 
bombs. 

In the eastern theatro of war the 
Russian attacks on the position 
near Lostzen have been repulsed. 
One thousand Russians have been 
taken prisoners. 

In north Poland the situation is 
unchanged north of the Vistula. 
South of the Vistula the Germ: 
attacks on the Bzura are progrei 
ing. On the right bank of the Pil- 
ica, south-east of Tomazoff, the 
German offensive is successful. 

More southward the situation is 
unchanged. 











Berlin, Dec. 26. 
The German Admiralty bulletin 
of the 26th instant says 
On December 25 eight British 
men-of-war made a dash into the 
German Bay. Hydroplanes convey- 





UNIVERSITY OF 


| during the mon! 


ed by them advanced against the 
mouths of the German rivers and 
dropped bombs on anchored ships 
and 8 near Ouxhaven, 
without, however, hitting them or 
doing damage to them. When the 
British aeroplanes were fired at 
they withdrew in @ westerly direc- 
tion, German airships and sero- 
planes reconnoitred against the 
British forces and hit by bombs two 
British destroyers and one convoy 
Fire broke out on the latter. Fog 
prevented the fighting being oon- 
tinued. 

The “Deutscher Uebereeedienst 





reports: 

The German Secretaries of State 
and the Prussian Ministers have 
contributed together Mka, 30,000 
for Christmas presents for soldiers 
who have no relatives or are poor. 

The Germans found in the dis 
trict of Roubaix in the French de- 
rtment of Nord, s town of spin- 
ning and weaving mills, which pro- 
duce every year nearly half a mil- 
liard marks worth of cotton and 
woollen goods, wool valued at three 
hundred million marks, which is 
now at the dieposal of Germany. 

The “Vossische Zeitung” pub- 
lishes letters addressed by British 
publishing houses to Italian bool 
stores requesting them to swear 
that the books purchased dre not 
for sale in Germany or Austria- 
Hungary. The cost of the sworn 
declaration is 1/6 which is charged 
to the Italian buyers. 

Great Britain's foreign trade 
of August to 
November has dwindled enormous- 
ly. The imports have 
by £62,560,000 or 94.4 per cent, 
while the exports have gone down 
to £73,826,000, a decrease of 41.5 
per cent. During the months of 
November and December the de- 
crease of the British exports a 











by | mounts to 45 per cent., which speaks 


sufficiently for the success of the 
British commercial warfare. 

The Turkish headquartere re- 
port that the Caucasian Army has 
chased the Russians near Id across 
the frontier and has taken several 
Russian positions, the Russians re 
treating in great disorder. 

NOTES FROM PEKING. 

Peking, Deo. 96. 

The President on January 1 will 
give a great banquet; all high 
Chinese dignitaries, officials and 
the foreign and Chinese advisers 
have been invited. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
asked leave to spend $3,000,000 for 
the building of the commercial 
port of Hulutao. 

The Ohbinese Government has 
again protested against the new 
treaty between Russia and Mongolia 
as the Russian reply to the first 
note is not satisfactory. 

Des. £7. 


An anti-Japancse Association has 
been establiched in Shantung with 
the object of keeping peace in the 
Far East. Two representatives of 
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the Association are expected in 
Peking to-day in order to make 
proposals to the Tsanchengyuan 
and Waichiaopu with regard to the 
extermination of the Japanese in- 
fluence in Shantung. It will be 
suggested by the two representa- 
tives that the military districts in 
the war zone be cancelled, that the 
Japanese be induced to ‘withdraw 
their troops along the Shantung 
Railway and that Japan he asked 
to pay an indemnity to China for 
the occupation of districts in Shan- 
tung. The two representatives of 
the Association will be welcomed in 
the Shantung Guild House outside 
the Shunchimén by the Shantung 
people living in Pekin, 








WEDNESDAY. 


STUBBORN STAND OF THE 
GERMANS IN FRANCE. 


Through Reuter's Agency. 


Paris, Dec. 28. 

The official communiqué issued 
this evening says: 

We continued our advance west 
of Lombaertzyde and reached vbe 
foot of the dunes, where the enemy 
had established a line of resi.tance. 

We lost a section of our trenches 
south of Ypres, near Hollebeke. 

In the region’ of Lens, near Cre- 
nay, we captured 800 metres of the 
enemy's first line of trenches. 

There has been intermittent can- 
nonading in the Aisne and Cham- 
pagne, which was especially intense 
in the districts of Reims and Per- 
thes. The enemy paid special at- 
tention to the positions we had 
captured. 

‘Wo have progressed slightly 
along the whole front on the heights 
of the Meuse. 

The enemy bombarded the rail- 
way station of Bt. Die, but the 
railway service is uninterrupted. 

‘A German counter-attack to the 
north-east of Steinbach was te- 
pulsed. 


SPLENDID COOPERATION 
OF ALLIES. 


London, Dec. 28. 

The Press Bureau's Eye-witness 
at British Head-quarters states: 
“Fighting on the 21st continued 
with determination. Our efforts 
were directed towards lessening a 
small gap in our centre. The Ger- 
mans were gradually driven back, 
but made a frech effort in the after- 
noon and our men, in the face of 
a severe fire from three sides, 
compelled to retire from the 
they were holding. 

The British were reinforced, 
stormed the village and firmly re- 
established themselves in trenches. 

French troops cooperated and 
rendered very valuable assistance. 

‘The next day, after an all-night 
fight, we advanced and seized a 
German line of trenches but, the 
position being too exposed, we re- 















tired to our original line and se- 
cured @ firmer hold on the village. 


PROGRESS AT SEVERAL 
POINTS. 

The fighting throughout was 
over a veritable quagmire. On the 
23rd, it was evident that the force 
of the enemy’s attack had spent it- 
self and they attempted no further 
advance, having suffered severe loss. 

Action on the 24th was confined 
to mortars and hand-grenades, ‘wut 
the Belgian and French troops made 
progress at several points between 
the British forees and the "North 


NOTABLE PROMOTIONS. 
London, Dec. 28. 
The Gazette announces that tem- 
porary Brigadiers Colonel Haking 
and Colonel P. C. Shaw are pro- 
moted to be Major-Generals for 
distinguished conduct in the field. 


GERMANS REPULSED IN 
POLAND. 








REINFORCEMENT PREVENTED. | 


Petrograd, Dec. 28. 
The official communiqué issued 
thie evening states: 
German attacks in central Poland 
were everywhere repulsed with 
heavy loss. 


The enemy is retreating preci- 
pitately in the Carpathians. 5,000 
prisoners were captured on the 
26th. The Russians took 15,000 


prisoners during a week’s fighting 
south of the Upper Vistula, 

An attempt made by the enemy 
to reinforce their troops in the 
Carparthians has been frustrated. 





[FROM RUSSIAN LEGATION, PEKING. ] 
Petrograd, Dec. 28. 





yesterday ; partial German attacks 
were everywhere repulsed. Thi 
enemy's losses were specially severe 
during unsuccessful attacks made 
in a south-easterly direction. 

Between the Pilica and tho upper 
Vistula the enemy has assumed the 
defensive. We stormed the village 
of Schitnika, which the Austrians 
stubbornly defended. The left bank 
of the Nida is now completely 
cleared of the enemy. 

‘The action on the -Opatovetz- 
Duboch front is developing favour- 
ably. From the 18th to the 26th we 
captured 200 officers, 15,000 men 
and 40 maxims. The enemy's re- 
treat in the region of the Dukla 
Passes and the roads from Lyske is 
becoming hurried and disordered. 
We captured 5,000 men here on the 
26th. 

The enemy’s operation of throwing 
forces from Czenstochovo to the 
Carpathians was met by a counter- 
maneeuvre which, by the 27th, re- 
sulted in the complete failure of 
these plans of the enemy. 

In the Caucasus, in the direction 
of Oltinsk, we crossed the Laurzin 
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and stopped the advance of con- 
siderable Turkish forces in the 
region of Saramysh. An action is 
developing. 

In the region of Dutkh, on the 
28th, our advance ended in the oc- 
cupation of the Kamua-Agadave 
line, from which the Turks re- 


treated after losing considerable 
numbers of prisoners. 
On the other fronts there has 


been no change. 


THE NOVEL BATTLE NEAR 
CUXHAVEN. 


FULLER DETAILS OF THE 
FIGHT. 


London, Dec. $7. 
The Admiralty announces that, 
on the 25th instant, the German 
menof-war lying | in Schilling 
Roads, off Cuxhaven, were attack- 
ed by seven British naval sea- 
planes. 





The attack was delivered at day- 
break, starting from a point in the 
vicinity of Heligoland. The sea- 
planes were escorted by light cruis- 
ers and a force of destroyers, to- 
gether with submarines. 

As soon as these ships were seen 
by the Germans from Heligoland, 
two Zeppelins, three or four hos- 
tile sea-planes and several hostile 
submarines attacked them. 

It was necessary for the British 
ships to remain in the neighbour- 
hood in order to pick up the avia- 
tors on their return, and a novel 
combat ensued between most modern 
cruisers on the one hand and the 
enemy's air craft and submarines 
on the other. 

By swift mancuvring the on- 
emy’s submarines were avoided, 
and the two Zeppelins were easily 
put to flight by the guns of H.M.8. 
Undaunted and H.M.8. Arethusa. 
‘The enemy’s seaplanes succeeded in 
dropping ‘their bombs near to our 
ships though without hitting any. 

‘The British ships remained for 
three hours off the enemy's coast, 
without being molested by any our- 
face vessel, and safely re-embarked 
three out of the seven British avia- 
tors with their machines. Three 
other pilots, who returned later, 
were picked up, according to ar- | 
rangement, by the British eubmi 
ines which were standing by, their 
machines being sunk. Six out of 
the seven pilots therefore returned 
safely. Flight Commander Fran- 
cis E. T. Hewlett is, however, miss- 
ing. His machine was seen in a 
wrecked condition about eight miles 
from Heligoland and the fate of 
this daring and skilful pilot is at 
present unknown. 

‘The extent of the damage done 
by the bombs dropped by the Brit- 
ish aviators cannot be estimated, 
but all of them were discharged om 
points of military importance. 
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GEARMAN AVIATION 
SHED BOMBED. 


DENSE CLOUDS OF SMOKE. 

(now surmsx LeotioN, Pexmxc. } 

London, Dec. 27. 

On Thursday last Squadron Com- 
mander Davies of the Naval Air 
Service visited Brussels in a bi- 
plane for the purpose of dropping 
‘twelve bombs onan air-ship shed 
which was reported to contain a 
German. Parseval. 

Eight of theee bombs, of which 
six are believed to have hit, were 
discharged at the first attack and 
the remaining four on the return 
flight. 

‘Owing to the clouds of smoke 
which arose from the shed the ef- 
fect of the bombs could not be dia- 
tinguished. 





POSSIBILITY OF A RAID 


ON LONDON. 
PRECAUTIONS AGAINST 
ACCIDENT. 

London, Dee. 29. 

The naval and military authori- 
ties call the attention of persons 
using the streets to the danger 
arising from fragments of shells 
‘and bullets of guns used against 
hostile air craft should they attempt 
to raid London. Civilians are war- 
ned to keep under cover, preferably 
in basements, on hearing the sound 
of firing. 

— 


AMERICAN CONSULS IN 
BELGIUM. 


HIGH-HANDED ACTION BY 
GERMANY. 
Washington, Dec, 28. 

Germany hae formally notified 

the State Department that American 
Consuls in Belgium must be ac- 
ceptable to the German military 
authorities and that it is desirable 
that some of the American Consuls 
be withdrawn temporarily. 














GERMAN REPORTS. 


The Editor takes no reaponsibility for 
‘he assertions of German reports, 


“ Ostasiatischer Lloyd.”” 


Berlin, Dec. 97. 

The German Foreign Office pub- 
lishes the following report: 

Headquarters, Dec. 27. 

No important events were report- 
ed from Flanders yesterday. This 
morning British ships appeared off 
the Belgian coast. ‘ 

‘The enemy has tried to advance 
on La Boiselle north-east of Albert. 
This was followed this morning by 
@ successful attack of the Germans. 

The French attacks in the 
Maurissons valley, in the Argonne 
and south-east of Verdun have 
broken down under the German fire, 

In Upper Alsace the French have 
attacked the positions east of the 
Thano-Dammerkirch line, but all 
their attacks have been repulsed. 
At the beginning of the night the 
French occupied an important 
height east of Thann, but were dis- 
lodged later by a strong countsr- 
attack; the height remained in the 
hands of the Germans. 

There is no change in cast and 
west Prussia, 

In Poland the attacks of the Ger- 
mans on the Bzura and Ravka are 
slowly progressing. The  Germi 
offensive south-east of Tomazoft is 
iccessfully continuing. The Rus- 
sian attacks from the south on 
Tnowlodz have been repulsed with 
heavy losses for the enemy. 

The “Deutscher Ueberseedienst " 
reports: 

After two days’ suspension the 
papers resumed publication on Sun- 
day morning, but aside from ffi- 
cial war reports they contain no- 
thing new, not even the experts 
contributing an analysis of the 
situation. 

While the German advance on the 
Baura and along the Pilica is re- 
ported to be progressing, the Aus- 
trians appear to be having a hard 
struggle to maintain their positions 
east of the Dunajee, although they 


seem to be holding their own on 
the lower Dunajec and to be stead- 
ily gaining ground in the Car- 
pathians, 

The Servians are again back at 
the border along the Drina and 
Save, but probably not in consider- 
able force. 

Count Reventlow comments on 
the Britons’ visit to the German 
Bay, stating that it was undoubted- 
ly the answer to the bombardment 
of tho English coast by the Ger- 
mans and that it was dictated by 
the British Admiralty’s desire to 
influence public opinion at home. 

The “Berliner Tageblatt’s” Oon- 
stantinople correspondent confirms 
the report that the Russians in the 
Erzerum district have been thrown 
back across the border and forced 
to give up their fortified positions 
at Id and Olty. The action against 
Batoum is also declared to be pro- 
ceeding favourably, 

The holy banner of the Prophet 
has been brought into Damascus 
with great rejoicing. 

The Rome paper “Vita” re- 
ports the outbreak of serious riots 
in Alexandria, Three thousand men 
with machine guns were neces- 
sary to suppress them. Eighty-five 
Arabs were killed. 

Mr. Katayama, the leader of the 
Tokio socialists, publishes an arti- 
cle in the “Vorwaerts condemn- 
ing Japan's war policy and blam- 
ing the Japanese Government for 
not trying to come to a peaceful 
understanding with Germany. 

It is reported from Copenhagen, 
that the Warsaw authorities have 
removed to Vilna, 

Tho “ Secolo” states that Servia 
is refusing the transit of Bulgarian 
ammunition steamers on the Dan- 
ube, thereby exasperating the Bul- 
garians. The Bulgarian papers 
of the 














Italiane are most energetically pro- 
testing against the French and 
Britislt impediments to the Italian 
shipping trade, and that the pro- 
posal has been made to convey the 
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Italian merchant ships by Italian 
‘men-of-war 

A British despatch, dated De- 
‘cember 2, contains the following 
untruth: 

The “Norddeutscher Allgemeine 
Zeitung” says that the great danger 
for Germany is the stoppage of the 
import of saltpetre, This would 
sult in a lack of nitrogen, which 
must lessen the harvest and also 
entail a shortage of ammunition 
and explosives. 

The “Norddeutscher Allgemeine 
Zeitung did not express an opin- 
ion of its own on the subject, but 
it merely reported, on the 20th ‘n- 
stant a meeting of the producers of 
artificial fertilizers. It was stat- 
ed at this meeting that the Ger- 
man army needed all natural and 
partof the artificial saltpetre, which 
together form an ample supply. 
‘The meeting therefore devised 
means to increase the output of wr- 
tificial fertilizers for German agri- 
culture as well as economical way 
of using fertilizers. The falsified 
quotation issued by the British For 
eign Office and signed by Sir Ed- 
ward Grey, Minister of Foreign 
Affaira, again proves what little 
credit British reports about Ger- 
many deserve. 

The French reports of defects ‘n 
German artillery fire are semi-offi- 
cially explained by the Germai 
having captured immense suppli 
of French and Belgian ammunition 
which, although it was decidedly 
inferior, had to be used in some 
way. 

‘The reopening of the London 
Btock Exchange is here considered 
to be a farce, inasmuch as coercive 
measures have been taken to main- 
tain artificially a quotation above 






























an undesirable level and  intern1- 
tional transactions are strictly 
prohibited. 

‘THURSDAY. 


PROGRESS IN ALSACE. 
Through Reuter's Agency. 
London, Dec. 29. 
The oficial communiqué ixsued 
in Paris on the evening of the 28th 
states that “a violent storm has 
prevented operations taking place 
over most of the frout, but we made 
some progress in the Argonne.” 
Paris, Dec. 29. 
The official communiqué i ued 
this afternoon states :— 
In Belgium our troops carried the 





village of St. George’s and est: 
ablished themselves. 
The enemy somewhat violently 


bombarded our positions from the 
Lys to the Somme. 

‘Calm prevails in the district north- 
west of Roye. 

In the Argonne we gained some 
ground in the Bois de la Gruric 
Bois Bolante and Bois Courte 
Chausco. 





German counter-attacks on _ the 
heights of the Meuse were repulsed. 
We re-cuptured some trenches west 
of Apremont after three successive 
counter-attacks. 

In Upper Alsace we are closely 
investing Steinbach. Following a 
violent action we also seized the 
ruins of a chateau north-west of the 
village. 








ORGANIZATION OF 
DEFENCE. 
London, Dec. 28. 

Ano Note issued in Paris 

says that at the capture of the 

German trenches in the region of 

Perthes the spoils included two 

quick-firers, several siege and other 

heavy guns, and one bomb thrower. 

This shows the German defensive 
organization. 


GERMAN 











VILLAGES STORMED BY ‘THE 
SIANS. 





[vost nunvent LeestIos, PeKisE. | 
Petrograd, Dec. 29. 

Between the lower Vistula and the 
Pilica ouly sinall engagements oc- 
curred, ‘Ihe Germans evacuated 
three trenches on the right of the 
Beura, near Mist jevitz, and retired 
‘o the leit bank, Our artillery on 
the Ravka successfully opposes 
numerous German heavy batteries. 
We and the Germans alternately 
attacked at Bolimow, The enemy 
captured @ tench at Gumino, but 
were driven out by our counter- 
attack. We captured some prison: 
ers and quickBrers. 

Between the Pilica and the upper 
Vistula there was only an artillery 
duel; we advanced on both flanks. 
During an attack on a German re- 
doubt south of Inawlodz, on the 
, we captured three quick- 

















cossed the lower Ni 
great success, They 
stormed the fortified villages of 
Korchin and Senislavitz and captur- 
ed forty Austrian officers, 1,700 men 
ud three quick-firers, 
In Western Galicia we erossed a 
alar quagwire and repulsed the 
cuemy from the Gromnik-Gonlice- 
Yasliska front, We captured some 
guns and many quick-firers, 

During the second half of Decem- 
ber we captured 50,000 Austrians. 


™r ATMENT OF 
ERISONERE: 





















nprisoned 
Austrian officers who eaid that they 
were well fod pad were satisfied 
h the ent they were 
iving from Seevian mili. 








tary anthofities, 








A GERMAN METHOD OF 
WAGING WAR. 





[Rom murrisu LeGATION, PEKING.) 


London, Dec. 28. 
As showing the spirit with which 
Germany wages war the following 
statement by Count Reventlow is 
instructive: “A successful issue of 
the war for Germany depends on 
her carrying it on without mercy 
thout being moved by any 
jan considerations.” 








A GERMAN INVASION OF 
ANGOLA. 
ANOTHER ACT OF WAR ON 
PORTUGAL. 





[rnow eririsu LeaaTion, PextwNe.] 
London, Dec. 29. 

A Government communiqué _ is- 
sued inLishon says that the Por- 
tuguese province of Angola, in West 
Africa, has becn invaded in the 
direction of Naulila by # foree of 
2,000 Germans. 

The Portuguese 
pending the arrival 
ments. 





troops retired 
of reinforce- 





BRITISH MOSLEMS AND 
THE NEW ORDER IN 
SGYPT. 








[ynow apirisi Leostios, PEXING.] 


London, Dee. 28. 

A letter has been received from 
the chief Moslems under British 
rule expressing joy at the new 
régime in Egypt and an assurance 
of the complete cooperation and 
loyalty of British Moslems against 











all the enemies of the King. 
THE GIFT OF AN INDIAN 
PRINCE. 





[rmow anirisH LeoATION, PEKING. J 
London, Dee. 28. 
His Highness the Maharajah of 
Gwalior has offered a convalesoent 
home, with complete staff and 
equipment, for six Indian officers. 
and fifty sepoys, in the East Africa 
Protectorate 
H. M. Government has accepted 
the offer. 








GERMANY’S FOOD 
SUPPLIES. 


ATTEMPT TO VIOLATE 
DANISH] NEUTRALITY. 
Marbin, Dee. 30. 


A telegram received from Copen 
hagen states that 
bee 


notices have 
up in conspicuous 
1 Post-offices in Ger- 
z the population to 

way 


posted 
ions 
many be; 
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Rumours are current that some 
German merchants in Denmark 
purchased kerosene and petrol and 
attempted to transport them across 
the frontier into Germany, despite 
the export prohibition. The at- 
tempt was unsuccessful as squads 
of the Danish Dragoons are rigidly 
guarding the frontier. 





THE DETENTION OF 
NEUTRAL CARGOES. 


AN AMERICAN PROTEST TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
Washington, Dec. 29. 

The American Government has 
sent a long Note to Great Britain 
insisting upon an early improvement 
of the treatment of American com- 
merce by the British Fleet. It 
warns Great Britain that much foel- 
ing has been aroused owing to wn- 
warranted interference with legit- 
imate trade, and says that the 
American Government feels com- 
pelled to ask for definite’ informa- 
tion regarding the attitude of Great 
Britain, in order to take measures 
to protect the rights of American 
citizens, Numerous specific cases 
of detentions and seizures ot 
cargoes are cited. 

The Note declares that the repre- 
sentations are made in a frien 
spirit, but the United States con- 
siders it best to speak in terms of 
frankness, lest silence be considered 
to be acquiescence in a poli 
which infringed the rights 
American citizens, 

‘The chief difficulty is the moral 
effect of the practice on American 
exporters, who are restrained from 
taking risks which should not sur- 
round the legitimate trade of the 
United States and of other neutral 
countries, 

Tho Note adds, with reference to 
the detention of American ships at 
sea, that the American Government 
cannot tolerate undue delays to 
American ships caused by the ex- 
amining or the convoying to British 
ports for detailed examination, and 
argues that proof of the hostile 
destination of cargo must be made 
clear at the time of search at sea; 
that the presumption of guilt cannot 
test with the neutral shippers and 
that the burden of proof must be 
imposed on the belligerent interfer: 
ing with that cargo, 

The Note is practically intended 
for all the members of the Triple 
Entente. 























GERMAN REPORTS. 


The Editor takes no responsibility Jor 
the assertions of German repurts 











“ Ostasiatischer Lloyd. 
Berlin, Dee. 2. 

The German Foreign Office pub- 
lishes the following report: 

Headquarters, Dec. 

Near Nieuport the enemy has 

again attacked unsuccessfully, sup- 














ported by the fire from British 
men-of-war, which did not harm 
the Germans but killed and wound- 
ed some inhabitants of Westende. 

The attack of the enemy on the 
farm of St. George's, which in the 
cnewy's official bulletin is claimed 
to be in their hands, has likewise 
failed. 

South of Ypres the Germans have 
taken a trench of the enemy and 
have made some dozen of prison- 
ers. : 

Sevoral attacks by the enemy !n 
force north-west of Arras have been 
repulsed. 

South-east of Verdun the enemy 
has renewed his attacks without the 
least success. 

The same has occurred in an st- 
tempt to win back the contested 
height west of Sennheim. 

In east Prussia and in Poland 
north of the Vistula no events are 
reported. 

On the left bank of the Vistula 
the German offensive is developing 
in spito of the unfavourable woath- 
cr. 

The “Deutscher Ueberscedtenst ” 
report 

‘tho discussion of the military 
happenings at Christmas indicates 
a great feeling of confidence, which 
has gained support here by the n- 
orgetic offensive of General Joffre, 
announeed in his army order of the 
17th instant, having buen every- 
where succcesfully resisted, and by 
the defeat of tho British at St. 
Hubert, which leaves the Allies in 
a worse shape than they were when 
General Joffre’s offensive started. 

The chief interest continues to be 
centred in Poland, where the posi- 
tions of the Germans and the Aus 
trians are regarded as promising. 
‘The feeling is prevailing here that 











important developments are prob- 
able there in the next fow days. 
While the outlook on the Bzura 





and Ravka section is satisfactory, 
it is believed that the most pro- 
mising point is southeast of ‘To- 
maszoff. To-day’s report mentions 
tho repulse of the Russian attack 
upon Inawlodz, which is the most 
easterly point of the German ad- 
vance named in that section during 
the present operations, Foreign 
reports are foreshadowing ths with- 
drawal of the entire Russian aru: 
ies behind tho Vistula and th 
cuation of Warsaw. This agrees 
with the impression existing here 
that the Russian position is grow- 
ing untenablo. This impression is 
not diminished by the Russians 
claiming partial strategical succes- 
ses in tho Carpathians during the 
past few days, the conviction being 
that the result of the campaign will 
bo decided further north. 
At Warsaw tho Polish 

tionaries have blown up the 
ment erected in INM1 in the 
of the Poles loyal to Russia. 
official bulletin 


















revolu. 
monu- 
mory 











the Caucasian front, not specify- 
ing the operations in detail. An- 
other Turkish bulletin reports that 
an unnamed Turkish man-of-war— 
evidently the Midillih, former Gos 
ben—encountered on the @ist 
stant seventeen Russian vessels i 
cluding five battleships, The Turk- 
ish man-of-war successfully sbell- 
‘ed the Russian battleship Restisat- 
Jaw and sank two minelayers. At 
the same time another Turkish fleet 
has bombarded Batoum. 

Turkey officially declares that 
there was no bombardment of the 
Dardanelles during the last week. 

It is noticed with the keenest in- 
terest at Constantinople that the 
Sultan has received the new Apos- 
tolic delegate, presenting an auto- 
graph letter from the Pope, for 
the first time without the French 
Ambassador's mediation. The Se 
cular Protectorate of the French 
over the Christians in the Orient 
is thereby definitely abolished, The 
establishment of a Turkish Embassy 
at the Vatican will be the imminent 
consequence ‘thereof. 

The “Frankfurter Zeitung” re- 
ports that the Bank of France is 
opening to the Russian State bank 
a credit of 500 million francs to 
clear the advances of French banks 
to Russian debtors who are incap- 
able of discharging their liabilities 
towards French creditors. 

Professor Vergines, in Paris, de- 
monstrates in the “Temps” the 
heavy damage done by the war to 
French foreign trade. France has 
lost since the beginning of the hos- 
tilities the most important part of 
her foreign trade which has ap- 
palling declined. Professor Ver- 
gines at the same time criticizes the 
most unsound measures of ‘he 
Minister Ribaut, 


NOTES FROM PEKING. 
Peking, Deo. 29. 

A Presidential Mandate orders 

the Tsanchengyuan, as a legislative 

body, to be closed’ in accordance 

with Article 17 of the Provisional 

















Constitution, Hsu —Shi-chang, 
Sceretary of State, representing 
President Yuan Shih-kai, will de- 


liver an address at the last meot- 
ing. 

‘The Land Surveying Scheme of 
the Government has been postponed 
in order to avoid an increase of 
the taxation of the people. 





GENERAL 
TELEGRAMS. 





Throw 





Reuter's Agency. 
THE LONDON STOCK 
EXCHANGE. 

London, Dec. 33. 
It is officially announced that the 
Stock Exchange will re-open on 
January 4. 
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CHRISTMAS AT 


SANDRINGHAM. 
London, Dec. 23. 
Their’ Majesties the King and 
Queent have gone to Sandringham 
for ‘Christmas. An enthusinstic 
crowd ‘witnessed their departure. 








DISSOLUTION OF THE 
JAPANESE DIET. 


AN OLD STUMBLING-BLOCK. 
Tokio, Dec. 2 
The dissolution of the Diet an- 
pears to be inevitable and will pro- 
bably ocour on the sth. The Oj 
position, which is in the majori 
opposes the army increase of two 
divisions upon which the Govera- 
it 















men| 8. 

The Budget Committee reported 
adversely upon the expenditure 
necessary, whereupon Count 
Okuma, the Premier, said that an- 
less the Committee re-considered ‘ts 
decision he would be obliged to 
exercise his prerogative and dis- 
solve. 

Since the opening of the session 
the situation has been considered 
to be untenable, the Government 
being in a minority. Count Okuma 
himself favours a dissolution, pre 
ferring to go to the country. 

The result of the elections, which 
will occur within fifty days of the 
dissolution, ig impossible to  fore- 
cast, but the Cabinet does not re- 
sign. 

WHE EXTRA ARMY DIVISIONS 
FOR KOREA. 
Tokio, Dec. 25. 

‘The Diet has rejected the _pro- 


posed increase of the army and has 
been dissolved. 














Dec. 26. 
After a lengthy debate, the 
init ining the necessity 
of not refuting to support the 


Budget, the Chairman, at 1 p.m., 
read an Imperial Rescript  dissolv- 
ing the Lower House. Up to the 
last moment it was believed that 
an outlet was possible. 

Twenty members of the Opposi- 
tion are leaving the Seiyukai party 
on the ground that its action in re- 
fusing to: support the Government 
is unpatriotic. 

‘The elections have been ordered 
for March 95. 

ja 

THE HUTUKTU’S PALACE 
DESTROYED. 

Harbin, Dec. 24. 

Tho Hutuktu's Palace at Urga, 
with all the relics therein, has been 
burnt down. The loss is enormous. 
The cause of the fire is unknown. 





THE SIBERIAN RAILWAY. 
Harbin, Dec. 24. 
A weekly express from Vladivo- 
stok, Harbin and Irkutsk will begin 
to run on the 29th, leaving Vladi- 
vostok on Thursdays. 


GREAT BRITAIN 
AMERICA. 


A HUNDRED YEARS OF PEACE, 
London, Dec. 24. 

To-day is the centenary of the 
signature of the Treaty of Ghent. 
The papers, in their editorials this 
morning, point out that, though 
the celebrations are overshadowed 
by the war, they zain in significance 
on of our motives 


AND 











the unshakeable. bas 
pathy existing between Great Bri- 
tain and America, 

The British Committee av: 
nouinees that plans for the celchra- 
I be renewed at the end 





Ear! Grey, on behalf of the Bi 
tish Committee, has telegraphed 
fraternal greetings to Colonel 
Roosevelt. who is President of the 
American Committees. 
EMPEROR FRANCIS 
JOSEPH. 
Rome, Dec. 25. 
It is rumoured that Emperor 
Francis Joseph is dying and has re- 
ceived the Last Sacrament. 
Amsterdam, Dec. 25. 
Emperor Francis Joseph is orle- 
brating Christmas in the midst of 
his family at Schoenbrum. 














ISLAND OF SAGHALIEN. 


IMPORTANT CESSION BY 
RUSSIA. 
Washington, Dec. 26. 
‘The Japanese Embassy has re- 
ceived official advices that Russia 
ceded to Japan its half of the 
island of Saghalien in return for the 
heavy-guns supplied by the latter. 
The other half of the island was 
ceded to Japan at the end of the 
Russo-Japanese War. 











RUSSIAN AND JAPANESE 
DENIALS. 

Petrograd, Dee. 27. 
The report that Russia has ceded 
its half of the island of Saghalien 
to Japan is officially and emphati- 
cally denied. 








Tokio, Dec. 2. 
The Foreign Office ‘enies em 
phatically the report  enanating 


from Washington concerning Sagha- 
lien. Sixteen guns were returned 


to Russia gratis and ordnance 
valued at £1,000,000 was _ recently 
sold by Japanese to Russia. 






Reuter 





ITALL 





TROOPS FOR 
ALBANIA. 
London, Dee, 27. 
A regiment of Bersagliere will 
land at Valona, in Albi 
eplace the bluejackets 
months ago.— 








landed ther 
Renter, 


A TURKISH MISSION TO 
BERLIN. 


Harbin, Dec. 28. 
‘The Bukharest correspondent of 
the Petrograd Agency telegraphs 


that Zekki Pasha, with a large 
suite, has arrived in Bukharest, 
from Constantinople. He is bound 
for Berlin on t special mission.— 





Reuter. 





A FIERCE GALE @VER 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


London, Dec. 28. 


A hurricane has interrupted the 
telegraphs between England, and 
the Continent. 





London, Dee, 29. 

The wettest December on record 
culminated yesterday evening in a 
very fierce gale and a fall of snow. 
Three houses were wrecked at 
Clapham, one person being killed 
and three injured, There were 
many casualties in thé country. A. 
terrible sea arose in the Channel. — 
Reuter. 

—+__ 


CANTON Y.M.C.A. 
Canton, Dec, 29. 

Tho ceremony of Jaying the corner 
stone of the Y.M.O.A. building will 
be held on January 1. A repre- 
sentative of the Governor and the 
British and American Consuls 
will attend the ceremony. The 
building costs $25,000 and will be 
named the Robert Morrison 
Memorial. 

—-+-___ 


THE ERA OF PEACE IN 
SZECHUAN. 


ANXIETY AS TO CHANGE OF 
OFFICAL. 


Ohengtu, Dec. 29. 

Much uneasiness is felt among the 
better classes owing to a persistent 
rumour that Peking intends trans- 
ferring Hu Tutuh to another pro- 
vince. They say that during his two 
years of office he has restored order 
and curbed the Kolaohui and proved 
his uncommon loyalty to the 
Central Government, and fear that 
this removal will upset the era of 
peace and prosperity and cause a 
recrudescence of the Kolachui 
activity. 


ALL QUIET IN CHENGTU. 





From Our Own Correspondent. 
Chéngtu, Deo. 29. 


All és quiet here. 

‘The abeve message is a reply 
inguivien made "in consequence 
rumours of a revolutionary 
which were current in Shanghai—! 
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THE ELECTION OF THE 
PRESIDENT OF CHINA. 


CRITICISM OF THE NEW 
REGULATIONS. 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Peking, Dec. 30. 

The regulations for the election 
of the President have been pro- 
mulgated. They have evoked much 
criticism inasmuch as the President 
alone has power to nominate candi- 
dates. 

Tho regulations authorize him to 
nominate three persons whose 

es he will inscribe on a gold 
plate which will be locked in a 
gold casket and be opened in the 
Presence of the Electoral College, 
composed of fifty members of the 
Council of the Lifayuan. The 
College may, in addition, vote for 
the retiring President. 

The Council of State also has 
power to extend the term of 
office of the President without 
proceeding to an election. 

The President also nominates 
three candidates for the — Vice- 
Presidency and the term of office 
is fixed at ten year: 


REVOLUTION INDEMNITY 
CLAIMS. 
Peking, Dec. 20. 

The Chinese Government to.day 
requested the doyen of the Dip- 
lomatic Corps to secure the consent 
of his colleagues to the payment 
to the Government of  £1,300,000 
remaining from the sum set aside 
for the settlement of the claims 
arising out of the revolution. 








LOCAL AND 
GENERAL NEWS. 


Mn. A. Bassity of the Kailan 
Mining Administration, has been 
ordered home on sick leave. 

Prince Ransitsinout, Jam of 
Nawanagar, will proceed to Eu- 
rope shortly on active service. 

In the middle of November, the 
Manchester figure for recruiting 
was 50,000: that of Glasgow over 
30,000. . 

Srxoarore merchants have given 
over 1,000 cases of preserved pine- 
apples'to the British Fleet in the 
North Sea. 

Mr. P. R. Borger, Consul for 
the Netherlands, left Shanghai 
on Monday evening for Home, via 
Siberia, on furlough. 

Accorpina to the Paris “Journal 
des Debate” the Kaiser has a new 
title, Turkish Moslems being taught 
to shout “Long live Hadji Moham- 
med Wilhelm.” 

Tue latest German bogey, says 
the “L. & C, Express,” is th> sug- 
gestion of a Chinese invasion of 
India, presumably to be led by 
German officers, 











Arran spending vacation at 
Hankow, Nanking, and Shanghai, 
Mr. J. V. A. MacMurray, first 
secretary of the American’ Lega- 
tion, left for Peking on Tuesday. 

Ow Lord Kitchener's suggestion, 
fifty-eight cadets belonging to the 
Duntroon military college, Mel- 
bourne, will accompany the Aus- 
tralian expeditionary forces as 
Tieutenants, 

Messas. L. E. P. Jones, G. V. 
Robins, P. Lambe and H. M. Hind, 
who recently received commissions 
in the Army, left Shanghai for 
Home on December 25 by the 
N.Y.K.8, Fushimi Maru. 

Tax Foreign Missions at Hang- 
chow celebrated their jubilee at *he 
close of last week, On Decem- 
ber 94 the representatives of 
the five Churches each gave a short 
history of their Mission in Hang- 
chow. 

Sin Robert Bredon has stated in 
an interview at Peking that the 
entire Chinese population of Pe- 
king from the head of the State 
downwards are firmly of the opin- 
that Germany is winning all along 
the line. 


Aw inquest was opened at the 
mortuary by Mr. G. W. King, 
Coroner, on Wednesday morning 
touching the death of an Indian 
watchman who died in Sinza Road. 
The inquiry was adjourned until 
January 6, 

‘Tue firm of Krupps is augmenting 
its capital from 180 to 250 million 
marks, this step being necessary on 
account of the great orders on hand 
for war material. ‘The extra capital 
will be provided exclusively by the 
Krupp family. 

Ir is stated, in the “Neue Freie 
Presse,” of Vienna, that one of the 
doctors working at a hospital at- 
tended patients speaking in all as 
many as eighteen languages, and 
was able to make himself undor- 
stood by all. 

Mr. Arnoup Horson, Assistant 
Harbour Master in the Chinese 
Customs Service, who was recently 
stationed at Canton, has arrived in 
Shanghai from Home leave and 
left again on Thursday for Canton 
to report for duty. 

Tur commander of the cruiser 
Emden has been awarded the Iron 
Cross of the First and Second 
Class. All the other officers and 
fifty of the petty officers and men 
have been awarded the Iron Cross 
of the Second Class. 

Mr. Carl Boeddinghaus, one of 
the oldest foreign residents in 
Japan, died at Nagasaki on the 
December 15. Mr, Borddinghaus 
has lived in Japan ever sinoe he 
made the long sailing vessel voyage 
from Europe in 1863. 

Amon the many military offices 
left vacant by the death of Earl 
Roberts is that of Master Gunner 
of St. James's Park, an honorary 





position in the Royal Regiment of, 
Artillery which ranks second only 
to that of Colonel-in-Chief. 

‘A TELEGRAM has been received 
stating that half a dozen Hankow 
children who were at School: at 
Scarborough are safe. Their par- 
ents, who belong to the Wesleyan 
mission, were greatly alarmed over 
the German bombardment. 

Because of the war now raging 
in Europe the Japanese Govern- 
ment has decided not to allow the 
cruisers Ibuki and Chikuena to 
proceed to San Francisco to take 
part in the opening of the Exposi- 
tion, as was originally planned. 


In @ letter received by tho 
“Morning Post” a naval 
officer says: “The latest dodge 





of the Germans is to put a. thing 
closely resembling a periscope ona 


mine in the hope that our people 
will ram it, but we have found 
out the dodge.” 

Me. K. J. McEvex, Captain 


Superintendent of Police, has 1e 
ceived telegraphic news of the 
death of his brother, Captain Jamoa 
Stewart McEuen, of the 20th Dec- 
can Horse, at the front. We ten- 
der Mr. McEuen our deepest sym- 
pathy in his sad loss, 

Ix Northamptonshire, the great 
centre of the British boot-making 
industry, the factories are working 
up to their limit to supply orde1 
for 6,000,000 pairs of soldiers 
boots. Four millions of these are, 
for the British, and two millions 
for the French armies. 

AN officer in charge of » train 
of prisoners being taken to the 
centre of France placed the private 
soldiers in first-class carriages, the 
non-commissioned officers in seoond 
class, and a particularly haughty 
and obnoxious general and his staff 
officer in @ cattle truck. ; 

Ten of the American students at 
Oxford University, of whom eight 
are Rhodes scholarship men, have 
volunteered for service with the 
American commission, which will 
have charge of the relief work to 
be carried on in Belgium from the 
various funds raised in the United 
States. 

Ix connexion with the naval 
fight off the Chilian coast, it is 
now stated with regard to the 
non-appearance of the Canopus, 
which had been sent to reinforce 
the British Squadron, that she 
was unable to reach the scene of 
ction on account of her inferior 














Sin Edward Grey has advised Mr. 
Bryan that Britain would permit 
copper shipments which in total do 
not exceed the consumption in neu- 
tral countries contiguous to enemy 
countries provided it was guaranteed 
that such shipments would not find 
their way across the frontier to the 
enemy. 

Ovr 
writes : 


Hangchow correspondent 
The Anditors who were 
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appointed when the Government 
took over tho railway gave in their 
report yesterday and it showed 
that the sum of $9,538,000 had been 
spent on making the railway, 
buildings, ete, and $2,657,000 on 
rolling stock. 

‘Tux naval court-martial on the 
wreck of the auxiliary cruiser 
Oceanic, totally lost on the coast of 
Foula, in the Shetland Islands, in 
‘August, has brought in its verdict. 
Lieut. David Blair, navigating 
Tieutenant of the steamer, has been 
found guilty of stranding the ves- 
sel through negligence. 

Two Belgian refugee children, 
brother and sister, who had been 
adopted by a resident at Abercyacn 
and his wife, prove to be the 
children of the lady’s sister > 
went to Belgium years ago and 
died there. The identity of ti 
children was revealed by portraits 
in @ locket worn by the little 31! 

‘A starmwent issued by the Ad- 
miralty, giving the full casualties 
of all kinds in the Navy, excluding 
the action of the naval reserve w 
Antwerp, shows that, up to the 
last week in November, 215 officers 
and 4,075 men had been killed and 
thirty-three officers and $47 men 
wounded. 

“I wholly disagree,” says the 
Very Kev. Arthur Purey-Cust, 
Dean of York, “with those who 
hold that it is disrespectful to call 

iers by the name of ‘Tommy 























Atkin It ie & name to be hon- 
oured, and, as we call our friends 
by familiar names, so by its use, 
tho British soldier becomes more 





closely associated with us all.” 

Accorpina to a statement made 
‘oy Mr. Stevens, a member of the 
Canadian House of Commons, it 
is now definitely known that the 
‘Komagate Maru, which took 
shipload of Hindu emigrants to 
British Columbia last July, was 
part of a German scheme to cauae 
trouble within the Empire. 

‘Tae Turkish Minister of the [n- 
terior has replied to the United 
Btates’ demand for an explanation 
of the firing in Smyrna Harbour 
at the launch of the Tennessee. He 
says that the shot was fired across 
the bows of the launch as a warn- 
ing against mines, and the ex- 
planation is regarded as satisfac: 
tory. 

Tr was recently announced in the 
House of Commons that the United 
Btates Government had consented 
to use its good offices with the 
Governments of Colombia and 
Ecuador in view of the informa- 
tion conveyed by the British Gov- 
ernment that those governments 
had departed from an attitude of 
strict neutrality. 

A recent despatch from San 
Francisco states that Mr. Martin, 
assistant Governor of the  Philip- 
pines, urged the Senate Committee’ 
to pass the Philippine Autonomy 








Bill as soon as possible. He said 
that to the United States the 
Philippines are not only valueless, 
but form a defect in the national 
defence of the States. 

‘Tue term “Sublime Porte,” fre- 
quently used in recent communiques 
has been a misnomer since the fire 
which ravaged Constantinople, in 
1865. The Serai Palace, where 
councils wore held and ambassadors 
received, had for its chief gate, the 
Bab-Humayum, or Sublime Porte, 
from which the Turkish Govern- 
ment derives its title, and this was 
burned down, never to be rebuilt. 


‘Tux prize distribution st the 
‘Thomas Hanbury School for girls and 
boys took place on December 
93, when Mrs. Bondfield pre- 
sented books to the successful 
scholars, Several members of the 
school committee were on the plat- 
form, and the Rev. A. J. and Mrs. 
Walker and Mrs, F. E. Hodges 
were also present. During the 
evening a short programme of songs 
was given by the children. 

Amono those who left 
Nagoya on Monday was Mr. 0. 
Benbow Rowe, of Messrs. Shewan 
Tomes & Co., Kobe, Japan, who 
has been recommended for a com: 
mission in the new service batta- 
Tions and spent a few days in 
Shanghai while en rowe for home. 
Mr. Rowe is a brother of Mr. E. 
8. Benbow Rowe, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Shanghi Municipal 
Council. 

Ovr Hangchow correspondent 
writes:—The Civil Governor has 
‘been informed by the Minister 
the Interior that the result of the 
prohibition of Opium must be re- 
ported before January 1, 1915, and 
he has commanded the Di 
magistrates of the province to re- 
port how much opium has been 
uprooted in the country and how 
many opium smokers have been 
caught. 

Tue Winter Garden at Great 
Yarmouth, familiar to innumerable 
Londoners of all classes, and =the 
scene during the summer months of 
informal dances every evening, is 
now being used as temporary quart- 
ers for five Belgian women and 3 
dozen children. They fled from 
COslais in a fishing-boat of only Sf- 
teen tons, and had a terrible pas- 
sage before they sighted the Nelson 
Column. 

‘Aw undelivered letter tragedy in 
Shanghai has just been but nar- 
rowly averted. The other day 2 
letter arrived from Canada ad- 
dressed to the Hon. T. Sammons 
(Consul-General for the United 
States). The letter somehow found 
its way to the “ undelivered” box 
at the British Post Office, and a 
smart clerk there endorsed the let- 
ter in red ink “Try the American 
Consulate.” 

Few names have been more 
English mouths than Calais. Yet 
it has never been Anglicized. Paris 
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has an English form—at least, an 
English pronunciation—while Dun- 
kerque, Reims, Lyon, Marseille, 
Bruxelles, Anvers have English 
forms both as spoken and as writ- 
ten words. Why Calais, with: its 
neighbour, Boulogne, has no form 
corresponding to these is a problem 
in linguistics. 

Preree Wittman, & Bar 
workman aged twenty-seven, 
just been sentenced by court-mar- 
tial at Toul to five years’ imprison- 
ment, the payment of a fine of 
fr, 5,000 and to ten years’ banish- 
ment from France, for espionage. 
Witteman, passing as a French- 
man, had managed to obtain em- 
ployment as a navvy at the Fort 
de Charmes, and thus to enter the 
entrenched camp of Toul. 


Warst on visit to Wuchang 
recently, Sir John Jordan recom- 
mended ‘the following for Commis- 
sions in the British army: C. 
Busay, (Mesars, Sassoon & Co.), P. 
A. Cadman (Messrs, Dodwell & 
Co.), A. Gregory (Messrs, Jardine, 
Matheson & Co.), G. K. Leach 
(C. M. Customs), ©. I. Lloyd 
(Hongkong and Shanghai Bank), 




















R. Moon (Chartered Bank), C. 
Palmer (Mess Liddell Bros. ). 
Mr. Garrison, the United 


States Secretary for War, has an- 
nounced that the Krag-Jorgensen 
rifles, which have been discarded 
by the United States authorities, 
will not be sold until the termina- 
tion of the European War, lest 
they should fal] into the hands of 
the belligerents. There have been 
inquiries for the Krag-Jorgensen 
rifles, ostensibly for a South Amer- 
ican country and for China. 


‘Tue principal Port Officer at 
Rangoon has issued the following 
notice to mariners 

Naval intelligence repérts that 
a three masted schooner Ayesha, 
with forty-four German officers and 
men and with four maxim guns, 
which left Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
before November 9, also the collier 
Exford with an armed German 
prize crew, are still unaccounted 
for. Mariners are hereby warned. 

A new league called the League of 
the Khaki Button has been started 
in England. There is no subscrip- 
tion and no expense other than to 
buy and wear a small khaki button. 
Everyone wearing the button 
pledges himself not to stand anyone 
a drink and not to be stood a drink 
until after peace a ‘The 
pledge of the Khaki Button is not, 
however, intended to interfere in 
any way with hospitality in the 
home. 

The twenty-ninth yearly edition 
of the Shipping World Year Book, 
which is shortly to be issued, pro- 
mises to be of unusual interest, and 
may well be termed an encyclopae- 
of the mercantile marine. ‘There 
are a number of sections, including 
the port directory of the world, 
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foreign and colonial tarif fs, a digest, 
of Shipping Acts, a map of the 
world, and others equally as inter- 
esting and useful. The edition is 
edited by Major Evan R. Jones, 
Luror. A. E. J. Oollins, who 
when @ lad at Clifton College es- 
tablished the record for the high- 
est individual cricket  score—623 
not out—has been killed in action. 
The score was made in a Junior 
House match in 1990, his innings 
being spread over five afternoons 
and occupying 6 hr. 80 min. He 
won the bronze medal for boxing 





at Aldershot in 1901, and when at| w 


the Royal Military Academy, Wool- 
wich, he was in the Rugby XV. 

An interesting case was mention- 
ed at the Mixed Court on Saturday 
morning, concerning the circulation 
of false notes. A’ coolie was 
arrested late on Christmas Day with 
nine $10 notes, purporting to have 
been issued by the Bank of China, 
in his possession, and we under- 
stand that three other men were 
later arrested at Nantao, the ar- 
rests being made by Det. Inspector 
J. Burnside. A special hearing 
was ordered, 

Aw Oxford Street tobacoonist 
shows in his window an iron cross, 
which is stamped “W.” and 
“1914.” Below it be has written: 
“This is the famous Iron Cross 
awarded by the Kaiser to his soldi- 
a for conspicuous bravery and 
risk of life. We give them away 
to anybody buying one box of 
cigarettes at 1s, 6d., and do not 
ask you to risk your life.” The 
concluding statement is presum- 
ably by way of establishing confi- 
dence. 








We regret to learn that news has 
reached Hongkong of the death at 
the front of the Rev. Foster Pegg, 
Army Chaplain, who went Hom 
last year after a period of servic 
in Hongkong. Shortly after return- 
ing Home from Hongkong Mr. 
Foster Pegg married. It was «nly 
a short time ago that he was “men 
tioned in despatches” for services 
tendered at the front. The deceas- 
ed will be remembered by !ocal 
golfers ae @ player of considerable 
abilit 





Tr will be interesting to see how 
many Victoria Crosses will be 
awarded in the present war and 
compare the total with those of 
previous wars. So far, the largest 
number gained was in the Indian 
Mutiny, when no less than 182 were 
awarded. The Crimean comes ce 
cond with 111, and the Boer War 
has 78 to its credit. The Zulu 
War was responsible for twenty- 
three V.0.’s, the Afghan War for 
sixteen, and the New Zealand for 
fifteen. 





The Iast of a series of experiments 
thich were to reveal to him the 





veeret. of the great German chemists 
‘or the manufacture of aniline dyes, 
caused an explosion followed by 
three others less severe on Novem- 


ber 13 in the chemical and dye works 
of Dr. William Beckers, 107-113 
Underhill Avenue, Brooklyn. The 
blast killed one man, wounded Dr. 
Beckers probably mortally, injured 
twenty-five others and caused such 
havoc that its horror left reseuers 
momentarily stunned and powerless, 


Ataost simultaneously with bis 
attainment of the distinction of 
being the only holder of the Vic- 
toria Cross with a seat in the 
House of Lords, the Earl of Dun- 
more, who, in a period of half a 
dozen years, saw service in three 
ars or expeditions, received an 
appointment for the gr 
paign of all—that of a 
Staff officer. Lord Dunmore’s 
selection was gazetted at the same 
time that the Prince of Wales was 
made an aide de camp to Sir 
John French. 


Ovr war expenditure, which Mr. 
Asquith places at from £900,000 to 
£1,000,000 a day, is at a consider- 
ably higher rate than that incurred 
by France during the last conflict 
with Germany. M. — Frangois 
Delavigne estimates that the Franco- 
German war cost his country 
£140,000,000, leaving the indemnity 
out of account. This works out at 
about £600,000 a day. At the time 
of the Agadir crisis four years ago, 
M. Delavigne reckoned that a war 
between France and Germany would 
cost the former country £2,000,000 a 
day. . 

Cotone; Lloyd Evans, Broom 
Pwilhell, has undertaken to convert 
the old school building at Chwilog, 
an agricultural centre in South 
Carnarvonshire, into a residence 
comprising dormitories and living 
rooms to accommodate Belgian re- 
fugees. The intention is to take 
agricultural refugees and provide 
them with a plot of land. It is 
thought that the departure may 
Prov valuable object-lesson to 
local farmers, seeing that the Bel- 
gians are considered to be among 
the best land cultivators in the 
world. 


Owe of the minor sights of Lon- 
don at the present moment is the 
building of the great span roof 
over the new platforms at Pad- 
dington Station. In its skeleton 
form this single span locks a 
mighty business, especially 
one discerns the rivetters, almost 
hidden from sight, high up among 
the steel work, busy with their flar- 
ing blow-lamps and hammers. But 
in reality it cannot approach in 
magnitude the great single span of 
St. Pancras, which is 240ft. in 
width and twice the size of that at 
the Agricultural Hall, 


A recent presidential mandate 
gives official sanction to a practice 
which has been in existence for 
some time. It establishes four official 
grades. Ministers will be of the 
first grade (Tehjen); vice-ministers 
of the second (Chienjen) ; 



































grade (Tsienjen); while ordinary 
clerks will be of the fourth 
(Weijen). The President will have 
the final word in the selection of 
those eligible for the first three 
grades, while Ministers will have 
Power to appoint men to the fourth 
grade, 

A KINDLY thought on the part of 
Mr. and Mrs, Thomas Sammons 


enabled “Father Christmas” to 
make an extensive tour of the 
Settlement on Christmas eve, in 


@ motor car laden with toys for 
the children of their many ids. 
In many homes Father Christmas 
was received with surprise and de- 
light, and if all the promises made 
to him to “be good during the 
coming year” are faithfully kept, 
as doubtless they will be, quite a 
number of parents may be grate- 
ful for an unexpected and pleasant 
visit. 

Mr. Spenser Wilkinson, the well- 
known military critic of the 
Morning Post, explains in “First 
Lessons in War’ the nature and 
use of modern weapons, the mode 
of operation of the various arms, 
and their organization up to and 
including the division. He also 
describes the conditions of the 
march and the battle. Itis a 
volume which will be useful to 
officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and men of the new armies, and 
will be found interesting by those 
who, without being soldiers, are 
following the course of the wa! 

Warts the German Emperor ar- 
rogates to himself tho posta of 
Commander-in-Chief of the Ger- 
man Army and Grand Admiral of 
the German Fleet, the Tsar of 
R has never aspired to any 
military rank higher than that of 
colonel, either in his own army ur 
any other. When, on the occasion 
of his coronation, the Emperor 
Nicholas was offered the insignia 
of a German General Di mn, he 
declined the honour, pointing ‘out 
that Peter the Great, during the 
whole of hie reign, contented him- 
self with the rank of colonel. 

According to a private message 
from Berlin, the Austrians, in their 
attack on the Servian positions out- 
side Belgrade, used a remarkable 
engine of war for the first time. 
‘This machine is constructed on the 
principle of the ancient Roman 
catapult, and throws barrels filled 
with stones and explosive at a high 
trajectory into the enemy’s positions 
with terrible effect, the stones being 
split up into thousands of pieces and 
and hurled over a wide area. The 
range of these machines is necess- 
arily small, but for the warfare on 
the Danube they have proved 
Peculiarly effective. 

APPLICATION was made recently 
to the Hastings magistrates that 
Miss Marie Caroline Dinet, o 
Dutch heiress, should be handed 























Coun-/over to her friends. The Chief 


cillors and senior clerks of the third! Constable said the young lady, who 
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fras very wealthy, had eloped with 
her tutor, who is considerably her 
sénjor. He had charged the pair 
under the Aliens’ Act with not re- 
fisterldg, d#ith the object of detain- 
ing the young lady and restoring 
her to her friends, and he now 
asked to be allowed to withdraw 
the case against her, and that she 
be handed over to her uncle, who 
Would take her back to Holland. 


Ar the prize-giving of the Anglo- 
Chinese School, at Ipoh, the Rev. 
W. E. Horley suggested the estab- 
ment of a Straits University on 

phe same lines as that at Hong- 
ng. Ho said it would be a fit- 
ting memorial to Sir Stamford 
, as marking the centenary 
of the founding of Singapore. Mr. 
Oliver Marks, the Acting Resident, 
supported the idea, but considered 
the establishment of a technical 
school more important. Govern- 
ment had intended to place in this 
year’s estimates a vote for a School 
‘of Agriculture, but the financial 
state of the country did not per- 
mit of it, 

‘Tur Hongkong Supreme Court 
hae sentenced a Chinese to reven 
years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour for being in possession of 
half a pound of dynamite and five 
detonators in such circumstances as 
to give rise to reasonable suspicion 
that he did not have the explosiv-s 
in his possession for lawful us: 
pose. The jury was asked for a 
special verdict and found as a fact 
that prisoner was passing through 
the Colony with the explosives: in 
his possession with the object of 
finding some person to make it int» 
& bomb and throw it at the Gov- 
ernor-General of Canton, wherever 
he might be, 

Two armed robberies were com- 
mitted in the Hongkew district 
on the night of December 29. 
The first occurred shortly before 
seven o'clock, when a gang of four 
Chinese, armed with revolvers, 









raided a silversmith’s shop, situat-| A 


ed near the junction of Boone and 
Purdon Roads. In the struggle 
that ensued, one of the shop assist- 
ants was shot through the arm. 
The robbers managed to make thei 
escape, carrying off a quantity of 
silver and money. The second rob- 
bery took place about 7.50. p.m., 
when five armed Chinese raided a 
cash shop, No, 385 Miller Road, 
and carried away about $40 in 
money. In this raid no shots were 
fired. 


Brapriztp Coutecr, of which 
Mr. Costley-White recently resi 
ed the headmastership, was found- 
ed about 1850 by the Rev. Thomas 
Btevens, @ versatile “ Tractarian,” 
whose educational zeal landed him 
in financial difficulties. An 
sistant-master who applied for 
salary would be advised to recite 
the Nicene Creed! Prosperity was 
brought to Bradfield by Dr. Gray, 
the Inte headmaster, who cleverly 




















excavated an old chalk-pit into an 
al fresco Attic theatre for produc- 
ing Greek plays. Of more prac- 
tical importance at present is the 
fact that Bradfield was one of the 
first public schools to form a rifle 
corps, and cuts # éteditable figure 
at Bisley. 


Ir was mentioned at a recruiting 
meeting at Wickham Market, at 
which the Speaker took the chair, 
that of the eight Suffolk M.P.s, 
six are serving in the Army in one 
capacity or another. The six are 
Major the Hon. W. E. Guinness, 
Major Sir Cuthbert Quilter, Cap 
tain the Hon, Harry Pearson, Ma- 
jor Frank Goldsmith (all in the 
Yeomanry); Colonel Robert Peel, 
commanding a battalion over 2,000 
strong at Devonport; and Lieuten- 
ant Ganzoni, who has joined the 
Ipswich Territorial Battalion, The 
two Suffolk members who are not 
in the Army are Sir Daniel God- 
dard and Sir Edward Beauchamp, 
who are respectively sixty-four and 
sixty-five. 

Ir is interesting to learn that 
notwithstanding the war in Europe 
the British Engineers’ Association, 
which is composed of a large and 
Smportant section of the engineer- 
ing and manufacturing firms in 
Great Britain, maintains its excel- 
lent financial position. Of course 
the Association's activity in China 
has been somewhat curtailed as a 
result of the war, but steps have 
been taken to prepare for a resump: 
tion of full activity when conditions 
approach to the normal. During 
the absence of the Chief Commis- 
sioner, Captain Fitzhugh, who has 
placed himself at the disposal of 
the British War Office, Mr. Alexan- 
der Ramsay has been sppeiaied to 
act as Commissioner in 

We have received from ae pro- 
prietors of Horlicks’ malted milk, 
who are known throughout the 
world for their valuable milk food, 
an unusually attractive almanac. 
new idea is embodied in this 
production, A date card for 1915 
(moveable in months), a calendar 
for 1914 is on the left and for 1916 
on the right—an extremely useful 
plan for business men wishing to 
refer back or forward. There is a 
very speaking central design—a 
Royal tiger in its native jungle— 
a lifelike production, by an artist 
who knows India, and has therefore 
portrayed the tiger and natural 
surroundings in vivid and appropri- 
ate colours. Another special feature 
is the frame ; when the almanac is 
hung up, xt appears, from a short 
distance, to be an oak framed pic- 
ture, glazed and mounted. 

‘Tuere was some mystery about 
the cause of the loss of ths French 
refugee s} ip Amiral Ganteaume at 
the time at which it occurred. It 
was suggested that the disaster 
was occasioned by a boiler explos- 
ion or alternatively by the action 
of a mine. It has how been proy- 
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ed 6 the satisfaction of _ the 
ish Admiralty that neither 
of these explanations was corteat. 
‘The discovery of a fragment of a 
German torpedo in one of ‘he 
wrecked vessel's lifeboats puts it 
beyond doubt that the ship was 

submarine. The 
Bureau, summing up 
whole incident, remarks :— 








the 
“This action of destroying with 
aim and deliberation in broad day- 


ight © defenocless passenger ship 
filled with refugees is, on the 
whole, the best specimen of Gor 
man methods yet recorded.” 


‘Tae Petrogrid correspondent of 
the “ Morning Post” in the course 
of a despatch writes: A published 
letter from the front, addressed 
by a lieutenant to his people at 
home, expresses regret that he has 
been ‘unable to send a present vf 
chocolate with the letter for the 
children, “for,” he says, ‘we got 
an awful lot of chocolate. We cap- 
turned a German train loaded with 
all sorts of handy comforte, warm 
clothing especially, nd five wag- 
gons filled with no.ing but huge 
boxes containing chocolate. The 
chocolate was good, but the wrap- 
ping was even better, Every tablet 
bore, on an ari wrapper, the 
touching insoription in German: 
“The Empré& to the gallant 
troops of Germany for the taking 
of Warsaw.’ I,am keeping the 
wrapper. No chooolate ever tasted 
so good aa, after reading that 








SHANGHAI TRAMWAYS. 

The following is the traffe return of 
the Shanghai Tramways (Foreign Set- 
tlement) for the week ended December 
23, 1914, with figures for the corres- 
ponding week lant year : ~ 


1914, 1913. 


$ $ 
Gross receipte,, 24,1°7 0 22,671.98 
Loss by car- 





rency depre- 

2 6.45132 5,042.90 

ipts 17,685.78 17,647.08 
Percentage of 
lose by cur- 
reocy de- 

preciation ... 28.61 23.48 

Car miles run, 59,266 56.927 
Ps syencers car- 

rica 1.062614 920.337 





THE SUNDAY CONCERT. 


The six numbers in Sunday's 
programme were all most attractive 
and were listened to with great 
pleasure, At the piano, Mrs. Powell 
won much appre 
selections played with admirable 
skill and charm, the first being 
Schumann’s Concerto in  A-minor 
(the first movement) and the second 
Brahms’ Rhaphsody in G-minor. In 
both, and particularly in the first 
piece with its orchestral acoompani- 
ment, style and tone were perfectly 

oars and the interpretations 
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were full of character and _expres- 
sion. For an encore a “Gavotte” 
Tone 





given with brilliant effect, the great 
defnands upon the orchestra being 
adequately met. The wonderful 
manger in which simple, almost 
commonplace phrases are turned at 
a touch into the fairy gold of music 
was most clearly revealed, and the 
whole performance was highly 
creditable. Tho “Oberon” ‘over- 
ture, and the Liset Rhapsody (No. 
2) were included in the excellent 
programme. 


THE ETHICS OF WAR. 


AN OFFICER’S IDEAL. 

At the burial of the late Captain 
Norman Leslie, the Primate of 
Ireland read the following extract 
from a letter which the unfor- 





tunate officer had written to a| hay 


friend while at the front, The 
magnificent spirit of British officers 
is well illustrated in its passages. 
It is as follow: 

“Try and not worry too much 
about the war units, Individuals 
cannot count. Remember we are 
writing a new page of history. 
Future generations cannot be al- 
lowed to read of the decline of the 
British Empire and attribute it 
to us. We live our little lives and 
die, and to some are given the 
choice of proving themselves men, 
and to others no chance comes. 

“ Whatever our individual faults, 
virtues, or qualities may be it mat- 
ters not; but when we are up 
against big things let us forget 
individuals and let us act as one 
great British unit, united and 
fearless. Some will live and many 
will die, but count not the loss. Tt 
is better far to go out with honour 
than survive with shame.” 


FIRES. 

Asout 5 p.m. on December 24 
the Deluge Company sent a 
motor in answer to a call of fire 
in Chihli Road. On arrival they 
found that a tar boiler had been 
on fire, the outbreak being dealt 
with by the P. W. D. coolies.—The 
Brigade received another call the 
same day, this time to Tsz¢poo Roa-t, 
where a quantity of straw on a 
verandah at the back of No. 758 
was in flames. Police from 
Hongkew station wero already on 
the scene and doing good work. The 
fire was put out after an hour's 
work. 

Tar. Fire Brigade was twice call- 
ed out on Sunday, but neither oc- 
casion, fortunately, provided them 
with serious work. The first call 
was at 1 o’clock in the afternoon, 
to a Chineso dwelling houss in Sin- 
zs Road. The cause of the alarm 
was the burning of » quantity of 
straw in a kitchen, and the flames 
were put ont by means of buckets 
of water. About 11 p.m. the’man 
at the Sinza watch tower reported 
} a fire in the direction of Sinza aid 
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Roads. All stations were 
informed, and when the Brigade 
appeared on the scene it was found 
that the fire was in Chapei, and 
outside the Settlement boundary. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTE. 

Mr. Thomas F. Millard, editor of 
the “China Press,” has sent us a 
copy of a letter addressed to Dr. 
Gilbert Reid in which he says. 

“IT have noticed in the aews- 
papers that T was among these elected 
to the Advisory Committee of the Inter- 
national Institute, on its Inst meeting. I 
had not known that my name was to be 

yposed, or I would have explained that 

alwaya have refused to be directly con- 
nected with any public institutions in 
that might" quality "editorial 

octasion arise 

to criticise them.” I therefore request 
that’ you accept, my resignation as. 
member of the Committee. The 
and objects of the International Institute 
1Y approval and sympathy, and I 

hope to be able from time to time to be 
of assistance in furthering its objects.” 

Wo have received a copy of a 
letter to the same effect from Mr. 
George Bronson Rea, proprietor of 
thh “Far Eastern Review,” and 
a copy of a letter written by Dr. 
Gilbert Reid to Mr. Thomas F. 
Millard, in which Dr. Reid says: 

1 regret that your name wan added to 
the Institute's. “Avisory Council, without 

teviously securing your consent. ‘The 
fut i my own, and not that of th 
Executive Committee. The list of addi- 
tions to our Advisory Council was only 
amped tow hore before our meting, 
nd ce of duty ‘was in your 
one sha tha. Mr. Geo. Bronsoa Reo, 
for whic lease accept my ay fo 
Independent es ‘opinion intgo 
wise hampered by connexion with the 
International Institute, and I trast that 
publicity given to your name as included 
in the Institute's list of Advisory officers 
will not embsraas you too much, for this 
is'far-from my desire.” 


THE POWER OF 


PROJECTILES. 

In an article published 
“Engineering,” Mr. W. Lan- 
chester gives particulars of the 
power of certain projectiles, The 
kinetic energy of a projectile com- 
monly represents from 10 to 30 per 
cent. of the total energy of the 
explosive or powder charge by 
which it is projected; the lower 
figure corresponds to the perfor- 
mance of a small-bore low-velocity 
rifle such as a rook rifle, the latter 
being that approached under the 
most favourable conditions by the 
military or big-game rifle. The Bri- 
tith service rifle with Mark VI. 
ammunition thus has an efficiency 
of approximately 23 per cent. ; in 
the ordinary sportsman’s twelve 
bore gun the figure is about 11 per 
cent. The total energy released on 
combustion by black powder is the 
equivalent in round numbers of 500 
foot-tons per Ib. The corresponding 
figure in the case of cordite is half 
ag touch again, or approximately 
‘750 foot-tons per Ib. ; and in general 
it may be taken that most of the 
explosives in, common use have an 
energy \content» between 500 and 
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1,000 foot-tons per Ib. In the case 
of the service rifle the weight of 
the cordite is 30 grains, the bullet 
215 grains and the velocity 2,050 ft. 
per second, Thus the total energy 
of the charge is 3.2 foot-tons, and 
the muzzle (kinetic) energy is 2,000 
foot-pounds. 


VOLUNTEERS FOR THE 
FRONT. 


DEPARTURE FROM SHANGHAI. 


The departure of another con- 
tingent of British volunteers -n 
Monday morning was witnessed by 
a large crowd, and the men were 
given an enthusiastic send-off. The 
party consisted of men who have 
been recommended for Commissions 
and of the thirty 
or so down on the list, the following 
left on Monday by the P. & O, 8. 
Nagoya: Messrs H. 8. Oppe, K. 
Parsons, T, M, MacQueen, Da 
Brand, W. J. C. Budd, W. A. Powell, 
H. McGhee, H. 8. Sweeting, J. 
Waterhouse, W. N. Lowe, and G. A. 
Robertson. The farewell scene on 
the Customs Jetty is now becoming 
a familiar one, and the enthusiasm 
displayed on Monday was no less 
thtn that which was evinced on the 
occasion of the departure of the first 
contingent. 

Sir Havilland and Lady de Saus- 
marez, and may members of the 
Shanghai British Bar, were present 
to give their good wishes to Messrs 
Oppe and Parsons, and the other 
members of the party were also re- 
cipients of the heartiest good wishes 
from the two or three hundred 
people on the jetty. When the 
“Alexandr: moved away three 
rousing cheers were given. Mr. J. 
Waterhouse, who is accompanied 
by his wife to London, had only 
been resident in Shanghai a few 
months. He served in the South 
African war. 


BRITISH MERCANTILE 
MARINE. 


QUESTIONS ARISING FROM 
THE WAR. 


Supplementing their efforts as re- 
gards allowances to-dependents of 
captains, officers and seamen de- 
tained in Germany which are now 
being granted by the Board of 
‘Trade under the War Risks Insur- 
ance scheme, the Imperial Mer- 
chant Service Guild have been 
urging upon the Board the justice 
of compensation being granted in 
the cases of captains and officers 
—who mostly are outside the scope 
of the Compensation Act—if losing 
their lives or being injured through 
the operations of the war. More- 
over, they have submitted that it 
would be equitable to compensate 
them, for, serioys loss of effects 
which they “have sustained under 
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such conditions and which loss in 
all probability will continue. As 
regards the recent reply of the 
Prime Minister to Mr. C. T. 
Needham, u.r., they have addr: 
ed themselves directly to 
Asquith and have received a reply 
to the effect that their repre 
sentations are receiving attention. 

Lord Charles Beresford, m.P., has 
also put a question to the President 
of the Board of Trade, who has 
announced that he hopes to come 
to a decision very shortly and, 
moreover, he is giving considera 
tion to the question of insurance 
of seamen’s effects. The Guild 
has every hope that a satisfactory 
decision will be arrived at in 
respect to these matters. 


ECHO DE CHINE. 

To say that the special Christmas 
number of ‘Echo de Chine” — 
new note in Far Eastern 
m is but the bare bones 
of the many warm compliments 
which will deservedly be heaped 
upon its energetic author, To say 
that it sets a standard in such 
productions which will not easily 
be equalled in future is merely to 
state a plain truth. The inital idea 
—to produce something, a little out 
of the common appropriate to s 
Christmas so uncommon as this 
which finds four great Powers and 
throe lesser ones fighting side by 
side in defence of peace and liberty 
—was modest enough. In the 
fertile imagination of M. J. Em. 
Lemitre the scheme rapidly grew, 
until the result is a hundred pages 
of reading matter and illustrations 
excluding advertisements—of a 
very high class. Indeed it is an 
indirect tribute to Shanghai that 
it can produce so large a number 
of writers to contribute matter of 
'y. Every aspect of the 
, every phase of life in China 
in dealt with in masterly style— 
commerce, polities, racing, stamp- 
collecting, sports, philosophy, liter- 
ature. There is an excellent review 
of the war by M. Lemiére himself, 
another of the part year in China 
by “Mandarin,” a brilliant frag- 
ment called “The Holy Al 
the 20th century by the 
the Shanghai “Nichi Nichi,” a 
most interesting account of Chinese 
industrial works in Shanghai, an 
epitome of the story of 
ic Society’s library in 
Shanghai by Mrs. Ayscough. There 
are also some excellent “special” 
articles of the feuilleton class, and 
Inst but not least the poetry, of 
which “Le réve de l'aube glorieuse”’ 
by Dufaure de la Prade should 
assuredly be preserved in some 
form more lasting than Christmas 
numbers are wont to be We have 
not space to mention half of the 
good things which the number con- 
tains, and can only urge our readers 
‘to look for themselves. They will 
ave good cause to thank M. 
Lemiére for this admirable product 
of hie energy. 
























































PATROLLING THE 
MARCHES OF HONAN. 


ROUNDING UP ROBBER 
SANDS. 





From Our Own Correspondent. 
Kueiteh, Dec. 22. 

Our proximity to the borders of 
the four provinces Kiangeu, Au 
hui, Honan and Shangtung makes 
us @ natural distributing centre tor 
reports of the doings of sundry 
robber bands and for soldiers to 


chase these bands—into some neigh- 
bouring province. Some days 
since, 


small band, under a local 
ed Chang, made a raid on 





wife was held as a hostage 
for himself. The band attacked the 
Magistrate's yamén, killed a few 
retainers (it is reported the Magis- 
trate fled), and then proceeded to 
the prison, which they opened 
without resistance, Since this in- 
cident the eastern circuit Chentai 
has been receiving further lote of 
soldie: from the west and all 
a 
deered for transport east. 
said there are now five yi 
soldiers 
but we hear of very Jittle “round. 
ing up” of the pests of t'e Pesce be 
land. 

I reported so time ago that in 
all probability thie eastern ex- 
tension of the Pienlo railway would 
jon in January. Steel 
point about 120 li east 
of Kaifeng and from the Hsu 
fu end perbaps fifty li—that is less 
than half the distance from Hsu- 
chow to Kaifeng is ready for rol- 
ling stock: so that we travellers 
from the west will not have ad 
vantage of the shorter and more 
convenient route to Shanghai until 
April perhaps. 

Economic pressure i« 
tevere in the south of this district: 
from Poachow to Yungeheng 
wheatflour is about eighty cash a 
catty—famine prices: buck wheat 
poor crop and coarser food- 
sufts have not sdvanced sccording- 








lable carts are being comman- 
It is 


























LAW REPORTS. 








H. M. POLICE 


COURT. 


Shanghai, Dec. 99. 


Bofors G. W. Kina, Esq., Police 
Magistrate. 


Rex (8. M. P.) v. F. Ryan. 

FP. Ryan, married, of the Chinese 
Maritime Customs, and residing at 
49, Broadway Terrace, was charged 
“for that he and another person of 
unknown name, of Shanghai, did, 
on December 2%, at No. 103 Seward 
Road, feloniously by menaces de 
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mand the sum of 8200 of Li Ping- 
teang, with intent to steal the 
same.” 

Mr. K. E. Newman appeared to 
prosecute, the accused being unre- 
presented. 

Mr. Newman asked for a remand, 
and said that the offence was made 
all the graver by reason of the fact 
that the accused was in the employ 
of the Customs, and he abused hie 
authority. 

Evidence of arrest was given by 
Det. Sub. Inspector Reeves, who 
said he arrested the accused at the 
Custom House at 11.45 that morning, 
The accused made no reply to the 
charge. 

His Worship remanded the ac- 
cused until 2.15 p.m. next day, fixing 
bail in two sureties of 8200 each. 








Deo. 30. 
At the adjourned hearing, 
Mr. K. E. Newman appeared to 


prosecute, the accused being -e- 
presented by Mr. E. W. Godfrey. 
Mr, A. &. P. White Cooper watch- 
ed the case on behalf of the Cus- 
toms. 

Mr. Newman opened the ase, 
and said that about 5 o'clock on 
December %, s certain opium shop 
assistant to take 
opium to 
a elie in Yuenchang Road. The 
assistant got into « ricshs, and first 
went to No. 104 Seward Road to 
buy some irons for his shoes, While 
he was there, two foreigners, 
of whom was the accused, entered 
the ahop, and after looking about 
they took hold of the bag which 
held the opium, and one of them 
asked what it was, The sssistant 
replied that it was opium. The 
accused said that he wanted $200; 
if the assistant did not pay the 
money he would be taken to the 
police station. The assistant re- 
plied that he had not $ 00, and was 
not going to the station, whereupon 
the accused and his companion left 
the shop, only to return a few mo- 
ments later. The accused produced 
& paper, and they then took ric 
shas, compelling the assistant to so. 
company They went to the 
Hongkew station, where the pri- 
soner entered the charge room and 
spoke to Bgt. Mackensie, He, how- 
ever, knowing that the man had 
previously been to the station ask- 
ing what the laws were regarding 
opium in the Settlement, asked tim 
what business it was of his and re- 
fused to give him any information. 
‘The accused then left the charge 
room and the assistant was allow- 
ed to go. Sgt. Mackenzie made a 
report, and subsequently the owner 
of the opium shop made » com- 
plaint that his assistant had been 
threatened and menaced, and that 
$200 had been demanded from him 
while be was lawfully carrying opi- 
um from one hong to another. 

‘Mr. Newman ssid that he wished 
to correct a statement which he 
made the previous day. He then 
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said that the accused, while in the 
shop, told the assistant that he was 
from the Custo1 The accused 
did not say this, but he produced 
@ paper. The accused was a se- 
cond-class tidewaiter in the Cus- 
toms, and at the time he was aot 
on duty. He had no authority to 
search for opium. 

Li Ping-sang, the as 
evidence bearing out 
made by Mr. Newman. He said 
that while in the boot shop the ac- 
cused told him that one of them 
was from the Customs and the 
other from the Police. 

In answer to Mr. Godfrey, wit- 
that he got out of the 

parcel, which 
weighed nearly half a hundred 
weight, into the shop. He was re- 
ceiving $10 a month. 

The proprietor of the boot shop 
in Beward Road also gave evi- 
dence. Ho said that the accused 
and another man went to his shop 
and told the man with the opium 
that they wanted $200. 

In cross-examination, he said 
he did not know until one or two 
days after the incident in the shop 
that the pares conti 




















U. S. COURT FOR 








CHINA. 
Shanghai, Dec. 26. 
Before the Hon. C. 8. Lomixoter, 
Tudge. 

Wong Tsung-wal v. R, RB. Endicott, 
Judgement was given in 
the action brought by Wong] 
Teung-wai against Robert Rus- 


sell Endicott, to recover dam- 
ages for breach of an alleged 
contract to deliver certain Langkat 
shares purchased by the defendant 
on account of plaintiff. 

Mr. J. B. Davies appeared _ for 
plaintiff, and Mr. 8. H. MoKean 
for defendant. 

His Honour, in giving judgement, 
said that the defendant was a stock- 
broker and a member of the Shang- 
hai Stock Exchange, and he admit- 
executing an instrument advising 
the plaintiff on February 11 last 
thet he had purchased on his ac- 
count fifty Langkat shares at Ts. 
38. 

“It will be noticed” (the judge- 
ment proceeded) “that the instru- 
ment upon which plaintiff bases his 
action, and which is known in the 
books as @ “bought note,” contains 
no express undertaking on defen- 
dant’s part. On its face it is hardly 
more than s notice by defendant 
that he has bought the shares on 
plaintiff’s ecoount, and that the 
latter is to make payment on de- 
livery. The absence of such an 
«dertaking from instruments of 
this class bas been = subject of 








pointed comment by the Courts. 
In a leading case (Southwell v. 
Bowditch, I. C. P. D., a74; 45 L. 
J. Rep., 630) decided by the Court 
of Appeal in England (where such 
instruments appear to be most 
common and have been most fre- 
quently construed) that eminent 
tribunal, reversing the judgement 
of the Common Pleas Division, held 
that the broker assumed no personal 
liability on an instrument sub- 
stantially similar to that here sued 
upon. The Master of the Rolls in 
delivering judgement said 
"I think it would be imposible to 
come to any but one conclusion, and that 
ia that the maker of this contract, or the 
signer of the writing, intended to say 
that he acted as broker in respect of the 
subject matter of the sale between the 
two principale one of whom was the 
yurchaser, and the other the seller. There 
» on the face of it equivelent 
ES nally to the per- 
formance of this contract;’ of. 'T mak 
‘myself liable to the cont 
tall ible, “though a 4 
welf liable, thou, iocipal ma; 
liable.’ You bavg aot « word ou the 




















from 
long line of cases in which such words 
have occurred.” 

Kelly, C. B., delivering judgement 
in the same case said:— 

“We are bound, prima facie, to 


this distinguishes the case the 


con- 
strue all contracts, mer ile or not, so 
as to give effect to the language which 
we find they contain, according to the 
natural and usual interpretation of that 
language. To do otherwise is really to 

parties to contracts some 
obligations into which they have never 
entered at all. 








Now looking to the terms of this con- 
tract, the first question arises whether 
there is anything in the language of the 
contract iteelf to make the defendant 
personally liable to the performance of 
that contract, it being, | contract | for 
purchase have therefore 
Faly to loos tothe presie worde of the 
contract, and really when we consider 
xpressions used it is 
‘a doubt upon the 


















own account, but simply by 
is name bears witness that he 
Be ahde'a contrach co sesoum of Ms 
two principals, he being the broker who 
has made the contract. 

In argument it was objected that 
unless the defendant w sumed 
ry of the 
shares in question the contract 
would be meaningless and there 
would be no reason for entering into 
it, That alone would not be suffici- 
ent to fix liability which, as sug- 
gested in some of the excerpts 
above quoted, must rest upon ex- 
press language construed according 
to its natural meaning. But aside 
from this the contention was dis- 
posed of by Baron Pollock in the 
case last cited, as follows:— 












“Tt in said, by at least one of the 
‘Jadges in the Court below, that the 
It of this ion ‘would be to 


make it a useless document, but that is 


though the fact is thet he is not to be 
made a principal.”” 
It is sometimes held, (as in Fleet 


v. Murton, L. R.7Q. B. 196, 41 
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| sold you on account,” 


» 4%) indeed, that 
evidence of usage is admissible %& 
charge the broker with liability ia . 
much casea But no such evidence 
is offered here. On the contrary, 
the testimony of Mr. W. A. Reed, 
Secretary of the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange, was to the effect that, 
‘according to the usage of that 
institution, instruments on blue 
paper such as that here sued upon 
were understood &s mere ‘brokers’ 
contracts,” i.e., those in which the 
broker brought the buyer and seller 
together but assumed no personal 
liability. 

Plaintiff's counsel alsoendeavours 
to draw a distinction between the 
phraseology of the instrument sued 
on and those construed in the au- 
thorities here cited. The latter, at 
a rule, set out only the “sold note’ 
which is variously worded “I have 
thie day sold by your order and for 
your account;” I have this day 
ete; “We 
have this day sold for your ac- 
count.” But we do not see that 
the phrase in the note sued on 
“I have this day bought on your 
account” constitutes any greater 
undertaking by the broker. Be: 
tween the phrases ‘on your ac- 
count” and “for your account” we 
see no essential difference, 

It is further objected that defen- 
dant’s services as a broker were 
unnecessary since the parties in 
question, both being Chinese, could 
have dealt quite as well without 

We have no means of know- 
ing what elements of mutual dis- 
trust or otherwise may have entered 
into the transaction, and the de- 
fendant himself states that he does 
not know why he was called into it. 
But it seems to us not nearly 50 
improbable that he should act as a 
broker for these Chinese as that he 
should assume personal liability for 
the delivery of shares (then worth 
Taels 1,750) on @ rising market for 
& brokerage commission, as set 
forth in the petition, of not more 
than Taels 8.75, 

There is no evidence of any parol 
assumption of liability on the part 
of fendant. On con- 
trary, plaintiff testifies that 
he understood nothing of what 
defendant said. If the latter is 
liable at all it must be by virtue of 
the instrument and, as has been 
seen, it belongs to » class which is 
construed by Courts of the highest 
authority as conferring on the 
broker neither liability nor right of 
action. 

There was much discussion in 
evidence and argument of the 
question whether defendant noti- 
fied plaintiff that he was acting 
merely broker for the seller, 
H. C. Sim (Tien). The defendant 
testifies that he did 80 state to 









































"the plaintiff through Tien himself 
_| who the plaintiff says was his friend 


and through whom, as interpreter, 
he admits having conducted at least 
some of the negotiations, though 
he also says that Tien did not inter- 
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pret such a statement as the 
fendant claims to have made. Thi 
question might be important it 
plaintiff had really established a 
contract in which defendant had 
assumed lit for the rule 
which renders liable the agent of 
an undisclosed principal applies, of 
course, only where the liability ‘has 
been actually assumed. But here, 
as has been seen, the written in- 
strument does not amount to an 
assumption of liability and there is 
no evidence of any parol undertak- 
ing. Hence it is not really mate 
whether defendant expressly 
closed to plaintiff the fact that he 
was Mr. Tien's broker, for in the 
contract which he signed defendant 
did not purport to bind himself per- 
sonally, If, however, the question 
were a material one, it would seem 
very dangerous to hold, in a com- 
munity where so many” languages 
are spoken, that where two parti 
aro dealing, neither one of whom 
speaks the language of the other, 
disclosure of agency made through 
one who was employed by the other 
party in at least some of the negotia- 
tions would be insufficient. 

‘On the whole, we have no alter. 
native but to find on the evidence be- 
fore us that plaintiff is not entitled 
to recover, and i accordingly 
considered and adjudged that he 
take nothing by his petition, and 
that defendant recover his costs. 


BR. W. Sexton v. 8. R. Price. 
His Honour gave judgement in 
this case, in which the —plain- 
tiff claimed for the recovery 
of Tis, 16,000 on a non-nego- 
tiable note which he asserted was for 
money advanced and used by de- 
fendant for the purpose of opening 
a gambling house. The document, 
dated May 4, 1909, was a promise by 
defendant to pay to plaintiff thirty 
days from date Tis. 15,000 for value 
received. It was admitted, but de- 
fendant contended there was a 
mutual understanding that the note 
was not intended to operate as, or 
have the effect of, @ promissory 
note as between the parties thereto. 
Defendant further contended that 
at the time the note was made plain- 
tiff was indebted to him in a large 
sium of money on a running account, 
and the note given was only intend- 





















ed as @ receipt in res 
of this account. Further, it 
was contended for the de- 


fence that the account was settled 
by mutual consent on September 3, 
1914, the note given being accord- 
ingly rendered void. 

His Honour reviewed the ciroum- 
stances of the partnership between 
the parties at the Alcazar and 
Alhambra, and observed that which- 
ever version was accepted, there 
would seem to have been @ most 
peculiar and unusual course of deal- 
ing. The judgement concluded: 

“On the whole we must find that 
the record contains evidence at 
least sufficient to shift to plaintiff 
the burden of proving the validity 














de-| of the note sued on and that said 


burden has not been met. We have 
accordingly no alternative but to 
leave the parties where they were. 
It is therefore considered and ad- 
judged that plaintiff take nothing 
by his petition and that neither 
party recover costs. 





NQUEST. 


Shanghai, Dec. 29. 
Before G. W. Kixa, Esq., Corner. 


Re The Death of W. H. Woodbridge. 
The inquiry into the circum- 
stances attending the death of W. 
H. Woodbridge, who was found on 
Christmas Day at Woosung with a 
bullet wound in his head, was. 
continued at the Police Court. 

Dr. C. Bennett said he saw the 
body of the deceased at 7.30 a.m. 
on Christmas Day. He was pre- 
viously told that the body had been 
Witness made an examina- 
tion of the body, and saw a wound 
in the right temple, evidently 
made by a bullet, and there was no 
exit of the bullet, The revolver 
must have been well pressed to the 
temple when it was fired. There 
was no burning round the wound, 
and no powder stains, Witness had 
no doubt that the wound was self- 
inflicted, and wi also sure that 
the effort was a very determined 
one. The revolver was found just 
behind the deceased, and there 
were no signs of a struggle taking 
place. 

Dr. Bennett said he first knew 
the deceased the day he arrived at 
Woosung, about December 8, and 
had frequently dined with him 
on witness’s houseboat. The de- 
ceased had told him that he was a 
linotype engineer, and was attach- 
‘ed to Jardine’ The only reason 
he gave of being at Woosung was 
that he wanted to go away from 
Bhanghai to be quiet. Witness 
considered him to be a rather 
cheerful companion, and had riever 
heard the deceased threaten to 
take his life. He thought the de- 
ceased had been dead between six 
and ten hours. 

Oaptain F. Davies, residing at 
Woosung Forts, said he had known 
Woodbridge since the afternoon of 
December 7. He had no baggage, 
saying that he had only come down 
for one day, but he afterwards 
made up his mind to stay until 
the following Monday morning. On 
the 17th instant he asked for his 
bill, saying he was going to Shang- 

He gave his name as Ward. 
He did not seem at all depressed, 
and did not strike witness as a 
man who would take his own life. 
Captain Davies said he was inform- 
ed by a servant from the Chinese 
college that the body had been. 
found. 

Further evidence was given by 
Chinese witnesses including those 
who 
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had found the body, after! 





which the coroner entered a verdict 
to the effect that the deceased 
shot himself whilst of unsound mind. 


THE MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, Dec. 24. 

Before Magistrate Wona and Mr. 
P. Grant Jonss, British As- 
seasor. 


‘The Bank of Communications v. 
‘Woo Foong Sung Bank and Loo 
Sac-ton; 


The coun gave fiseoet in this 
case as follow 
for recovery of 
vanced by the pl 
security of certain shares, the de- 
fendant bank appearing on the deed 
of mortgage as guarantors of the 
transaction. 

We find that the facts are aa fol- 
lows. In the 12th moon of the first 
year of Hsuan Tung one Zih Te-bui 
had on mortgage with the Woo 
Foong Sung Bank, to secure an 
overdraft of Tis. 45,000, 240 shares 
of the Ta Ching Bank. These 
shares Zih was unable to redeem at 
due date and authorized the Woo 
Foong ung Bank, through their 
manager Loo Sao-tong, to mortgage 
the shares to the plaintiffs. The 
mortgage deed is dated the 25th day 
of the 12th month of the first year 
of Heuan Tung and is executed in 
the name of Ho Chi as mortgagor, 
with defendant bank as surety. The 
mortgage was for Ts. 45,000 and for 
a period of two months. A power 
of sale was conferred by the deed 
upon the mortgage. At the date of 
the mortgage the shares were quot- 
ed at some Ts, 200 per share, being 
thus of a total value of Tis, 48,000. 
The Tis. 45,000 were paid over by 
plaintiffs to defendant bank and 
assigned by the latter to the reduc- 
tion of Zih’s overdraft. The mort- 
gage was not redeemed at due date, 

ind the shares remained with the 
plaintiff bank until the 6th month 
of the first year of the Republic, 
when the Ta Ching Bank went into 
iquidation and the script was sent 
to Peking to be redeemed at par 
ie. Kuping Tacls 100 per share, 
against four certificates of deposit, 
each to the value of Kuping Tle. 
6,000. ‘The present petition was 
filed in January of this year, and in 
this petition plaintiffs seek to re- 
cover from defendant bank the 
amount of the loan with interest 
less the Tis. 24,000 represented by 
the above mentioned deposit certifi- 
cates. 

As regards the non-redemption at 
due date, the following axplana- 
tions are given by the parties. 
Plaintiffs assert that Loo. Sao-tong, 
manager of the defendant bank, 
constantly pressed them for an ex- 
tension of time. Loo Sao-tong says 
that before the due date he took 
Zih Te-hui to plaintiff bank and in- 
troduced him as the principal deb- 
tor, Ho Chi. Zih Te-hui confirms 
this statement and says that he in- 
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structed the Yuan Li Bank to re- 
deem. The Yuan Li Bank state 
thet they offered by letter to re 
deem the mortgage but received a 
verbal answer to the effect that the 
plaintiff bank required the presence 
of Loo Sao-tong, who was then 
temporarily absent from Shanghai. 
Nothing further appears to have 
been dane by any of the parties. 

We find ourselves unable to ac 
copt the evidence for the plaintiffs 
as to the alleged: extension. Had 
there been any such extension, an 
endorsement to that effect would in 
accordance with Chineso business 
custom have been made on the 
original mortgage deed or a new 
deed would have been executed. 
We believe the statements of Loo 
and Zih as to their interview with 
the manager of plaintiff bank prior 
to the date fixed for redemption of 
the mortgage and we believe Loo’s 
explanation of that visit, namely, 
that hie bank went into liquidation 
immediately after the execution of 
the mortgage deed and that thie 
interview for the purpose of intro- 
ducing ih to plaintiffs took place 
at the request of the manager of 
plaintiff bank who perfectly 
well aware of the liquidation. 

Now the liquidation ig the crucial 
factor in the case and for this rea- 
son. By’ Ohinese Inw the manager 
is the person who is responsible to 
the outside world for tho sol¥ency 
of the concern and it would be the 
manager, Leo Bao-tong, who, if we 
found for the plaintiffs, would he 
primarily responsible for the satis- 
faction of the judgement debt, ‘The 
Wo Foong Sung Bank went into 
liquidation at the beginning of the 
Snd year of Heian Tung—that ‘s 
nearly six years ago. How is it that 
plaintiffs made no claim at 
that timet The reason is 
that at that date and in fact for 
long afterwards, up to the outbreak 
of the revolution, the mortgaged 
shares remained ample security for 
the mortgage debt and the plait 
tiffs were perfectly content with 
their possession of the script. Even 
after the enforced realization at 
par they allowed more than a year 
and a half to elapse before taking 
proceedings. It was then found 
that Zih Te-hui had, subsequently 
to the mortgage transaction, ob- 
tained registration as a Porturuese 
Gitizen, and an amended petition 
was filed in this Court to recover 
the balance from the defendant 
bank, © Ohinere- concern. That. is, 
I may say, o perfectly natural thing 
to do, but the question now arises 
whether this delay on the part of 
plaintiffs has not operated to place 
the defendant Loo Sao-tong in a 
position inferior to that which he 
wonld have occupied if plaintiffs 
had taken action when the Woo 
Foong Sung Bank went into liquida- 
tion. 

We are of opinion that it has so 
operated and that plaintiffs, aware 
as they must have been, of the 
liquidation of defendant concern, 
































cannot now come into this Court 
and claim that Loo Sao-tong, what- 
ever his position in the transaction 
may have been, should be made 
responsible for the balance of the 
sum which they advanced on the 
security of these shares. (Wulff 
and Billing v. Jay, LR. - Q. B. 
756). We shall therefore enter 
judgement for the defendants, 
Mesers, Fleming and Davis ap- 
peared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. 
S. H. McKean for defendant. 
— 








“The Health and Vigour of an 
individual depend upon the 
quantity and quality of the blood: 
When the tissues have been at 
work, there are thrown into the 
blood waste products, and if these 
be not eliminated ‘but (through 
any cause) detained in the blood, 
they influence nutrition and func 
tion and finally produce organic 
disease.”—“ The Humanitarian.” 
In cases of Sci fula, Scurvy, 
Eczema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood 
Diseases, Pimples, and Sores of 
all kinds, the effects of Clark’r 
Blood Mixture are marvellous. 
Thousands of wonderful cures have 
been effected by it. Clarke's 
Blood Mixture is sold everywhere 
at 9%. Od. per bottle. Beware of 
worthless imitations amd substitu 
tes—AD' 














PASSENGERS. 


INWARD. 


Per str KIANoTEEN, Deo. 2!.— From 
Ningpo—| Butler avd Thomson. 

Per tt i, Deo, 24, — From 
Ningpo—Wr. Ansh 

Per str Cilxnaw, Des. 24 —From Fong. 
kong Me, Btockbacses, Mia A, Walker, 

Arebs — Mocsrs, Ward and P. J. 

Keating. 

Par str Loonawo, Deo. 24,—From Han 
kow—Mra and Mies White, Messrs. H. 
Archibald. J. 0° Coanell, ©. 4, J. J. Btoer. 
AT Henkeact orf, and R. Grondy. 
Pert Noamzx, Dox 24.—Prom Tang. 
chow. 















. From Hong 
kong—Mr, E.L. Boy-tein Mr and Mré 
ALF. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Law Sing Fo 
Mee. H. H. Shamburger, Mies 8. L. Davie, 
Mcesre. A. Yoadi, Tong’ Kook Tart, H J 
Allen, Tp Young Sue, 8. L. Colao, E.R 
adleton, gai 


J Dan:ton, W. Bsbusb r, 
Yeang. 

Per str SAkAxt Mav, Des. 25—From 
Daloy—Mra. Sirotktr, Messrs. BP. Newell, 
A. Hetlond and 8, Begeiman 

Per str Hsix Nixosiao Deo 26. 
Shigpo—Mr. Nordstrom. 

Per str 8X PEKING, Doo. 25.—From 
‘Ningpo—Mr. and Mra, South-ott, 

Per atr Poxana, Deo, 2 .—From Hankow 
Mr, Rosebach- 

Per str KAscGA Manu, Deo, 28,—From 
Japao—Mr, ond M-s, Kobler and ch ld, 
‘Meare. 0. Valch ¥tt rand 8 Dai. 

Por str Lnexno, Deo. 28.—From Hankow 
—Mr. Jeokine. 

Per str HstxuixG. Deo. 26—From Che. 
fo0 - Mr. Eferro 

Per str Axavt, Deo. 28, From Hong. 
koug -Mr. BM Rue 

Per ate Histx NtxsHA0, Deo, 2'—From 
Ningpo-Merrs. 4. Grothe, A. B. Clarton, 
‘A. Bowden-Peters, M. Delafosse, and M. 
Bolbard, 























UN 


Per atx. Hstxrextyc, Deo, 27.—From 
Ningpo—Mre. and Miss’ Whoon, Mrs. and 
2 mferes Wanstall, Mrs. Baseclt, Monsra. 
Peluer, Brower, Whitebouse, Harding, 
Gabboth, Bassett, Sin Wan-ohing, Lin Chas, 
and Mot, 

Por str Woouasa, Dee, 27.—From Han- 
xow—Mr. Jones, 

Per str Svrwo.” Dec, 2’.—From Han- 
tow, eto—Mr. and Mrs, Hamlyn. 

Per str Kose Manv, Deo, 28,—From 
Dalny - Mr. and Mra © J. Hoo, Dr. Cosper, 
Mesais Cobbs, Moubing, sod B. Vialanbor, 

Per str Fexarres, Deo. 23—From Tien- 
trin—Capt. O'Kane, Messrs. J, T. Read and 
B. Wellbelere, 

Per ats. Yrccuow, Dec. 28, — From 
Hoogkong—Mecers. A. Lowe and B. W, 
Wedd rbarn, 

Per str TATUNG, Deo, 78,—From Han- 
kow-Ioepictor ard tire, Ek, Mr, Mr 
snd Mive V. Roth Mire MA. Woodrodt, and 
Mr. Bossy’ vid Nanking—Movsrv. E. Beg. 
and J.B ck. 

Per str Tampa MAnv, Deo. 2°.—From 
Japar—Mra M. T. Bryno, and Mr. D. 


Bryn. 
Per ate KiANoTZeN, Deo 29.—From 
Ningpo-Mr, ond Mra D, P. Griffith. 
Wr. E, T. Sc hoeide 

ett YONGSHIN, Deo. 28.—Prom N'ti-- 
po=Mr, Tricker. 
Pet oe Out Many, Deo. 89. 

Mr. an . 

M Mergot, Mer K. 
Mallett, Rev. and Mrr. H Dyck, Mra. C, 
Schryer and 2 children, 
and B. 


































. Drummond, 
Mesure. G. Komor, NL Armitage, H. Ryo, 
J, Shimids), & G, Plymise, G F Jabin 
tno, A. B. ;, HA. Menjou, Youn 
Man Shing. $A. Lyinan, CT. Shen, Tomes 
‘Yuaa E Mirow, and K, Miyach', 

Por ett StunreaK, De:, 80,—From Viadl- 
yo tok -Messre, Jonson, Comks, Kykalo, 
Katy, Kondibo ‘and Simla:sky. From 
Nageaki—Merrre, #1, Stosr, 0. J. Shrager, 
J. Sch ched Labsengh ond Johnsengh, 

Por str Hstx Nixastao, D 0, 30.—From 
Ningpo—Meo ra. d. A. Siebs, H. W. Korten, 
f, V. Pugrim, E.R, Veonosits, and F. 
Goddard. 

Per str Hstxrexino, Deo 80—From 
Ningpo -Mr. and Mrs, Recton, Mrs. Apd'r- 
‘00, Messrs, Calty, Bird, Cole and Mathovon, 


OUTWARD. 


Per str Kwaxocut, Deo. 22—For We: 
chow— r. H. Arond. 

Por atr Kisiino, Deo 2%.—Yor Kiakiang 
—Rev, and Mra. Ibbotson, Mr. and Mre. B. 
White, Mre, BH. Moore, Mias Moore, 
and © A. Watkins 

Per str KtaNareax. Deo 24,—For Ni: g- 
po—Mr, and Mrs Ricton Snith, Mr. and 
Mra. Bascett, and Mr. E. T. Schneider. 

Por str Ktanausix, Deo, 24,—For Ban- 
kow~Mr. U, 0 hoichen, 

Per str Lronow, Dao. 2 Hong- 
kong — re. Pearman, and Mr, Jensen. 

Per atr HANGsANa, Deo. 25. 

Mr and Mrs Shao Man. 

Perstr Pourava, Deo. 
































tagh. 
str Tausot, Deo. 25—For Swatow 
 Yowate, 

Perstr Noawxtx, D.o, 25—For Kiukiang 
Mr. and Mrs Hopvins. 

Per str Povano, Deo. 28.~ For Nanking 
—Mr. and Mrs. 80! thesth. For Hankow— 
Mrs G.T. Swaser, Messrs. N, B, Karanjia, 
Homplard, and Wm. Moore. 

Per atr ORENAN. Deo. 27.—For Oanton— 
Mr. Moore 

Per etr Nagora, Do. 28.—For London 
—Mr and Mra WR. Brown, 2 children nad 
governess (Miss Nesom), Mr. T. aud Mise 
A, Gear Willett, Mr. and Mra. Waterhouss, 
Mrs. B.A, Parsons, Moers. P. Jenkins, J. 
F. G. Colyer, H. 8. Oppe, D. Brand, H. 8, 
Sweeti: g, W.N. Lowe T. Bf. Macqneen, H. 
3. C. Budi, W. A. Powell, 
Olu-terback, P.M. Lancester, A. Balloch, 
Gates, H. Rwlins, W. Squire, . 8. Oldham, 

. Stafford, and G..A, 

re—Mr. and Mre 
T. Richard, Dr. aod Mra W. Oraham, Mra 
D, Marshall acd child and Mr. N. Ly 
Whatford. For Hongkong—Rev. W. H 
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DEPARTURES (FROM THE ANCHORAGE AND WOOSUNG ) 














Date Name, Tons | Captain Flag. | Destination. Cargo, 
Chiyo Mara Fongkoor General 
‘Tobhrin ikon & Poste do 
Taokwo B'kow & Porta ao 
Yohyang Mara B’kow & Ports 40 

Wkow & Ports do 
Esang Tientain do 
Brann Breton Oaaton & 
Kwongaang = 
Shuntien Wrwei, Tientaia do 
Ganads Mara Hongkon¢ éo 
Kobe Warn Da'ny do 
Sanuki Mara do 
Hein Pekiog do 
Hein Niogsbso do 
Kiangkwan a 
Kinliog Wow & Ports do 
Tachi Maru Hkow & Ports | do 
Frolee Chinwangtee Ballast 
‘Takeebice M 
‘Anka Mara 
Kingsiog Geoeral 
Taito Mara do 
Lachow a 
Veatfold do 
Naokin do 
Kwa: going do 
Kinngteon do 
Yongehin éo 
Erviken 
Tatoo Mara 
Kiangheto Wow & Parte 
Nigata Mara Japan 
Hapgaang ¥, H’kog, C'ton 
Merionethe 


Tapgchow 





Radncrbice 
Komaketa Mf 
Chittogo Mara 
Buogping 
Ningp> 
Kamor 
Kiangteos 


Shawhring 
Kiangfoo 
Sekaki Mara 
Pathan 
Nagoya 
Foshiki Mara 
Yoi Maza 
Changon 

Bain Peking 
sin Ningsao 




















Ban F'ciro», eto 























Japan 
Canton 
Tapa 
H’koog, Canton 
Ninzpo 1 40 
Ningpo do 
H'kow & Porte éo 
Hankow 
Hankow Ballast 
Bkow & Porta General 
W"kog, do 
Parslow Amoy ao 
Wilke cht | Tioutain ao 
Mbayoubi | Obi | Toland Water 
| Garlscn Chi | A’kow & Porte do 
| Sato Jap Daly ao 
Chaplia Br Jepan 
| Swing! Be London Maileeto 
1140 | Taake Jap Miike 
1698 | Mateomot) | Jap | Obinwangteo General 
1289 | Tindall Br 'kow & Ports do 
1724 | Btott Br ——Nin2po do 
2161 | Bdgrea Chi Ningpo ao 
| Moliwain | Chi H’kow & Porte aa 
| Sackeon Br —«'kow & Ports do 
Takeshita | Jap — H’kow & Porta éa 
| Wace Obi | Ningpo W'chow da 
Sbimiden | Jep Japan 40 
Mackinnon | Cai . Foochow do 
Kado Jap | Japan do 
Cowen Br ——'kow & Porta do 
Eady Br ‘H'corg, Cantan ao 
Jone Br Inns Water 
Yamenki | Jap pan éo 
Glen chi Nisepo éo 
Bovdson Ohi | Ninepo do 


Dispatched by 


Aw Trading Oo 
Geddes & Oo 


a 
gapats 
e885 Be 
2 F 


Cd abediol 
wor 


BS 
iS 





Esteripestip 
Hail 
aoe F 


e 





ze 
H 


i 


Figsetel Psse 
gebxe Fare 
sree 







abe mo Fo tO 
ear rE 


Pri 


ee 


ON RAOMBCZ ASM ORD: 
By 





Eeeree 
4 
2 
5 


seagrpeesiesyet 
Henletiett 
be eS 


o 
wl 


eumomomuons 
Beg 
z 


ee od BoB pe Ee, 
f 
Ee 
e 


5 
phat 
fH 
F 
& 





i: 
E 
2S 





Printed and Published for the 


of the Company, 17 The Bund, Shanghai, 


UNIVERSITY OF A 





Propristors, Tae Nonts-Carma Day News & Hnnatp, Lro. at the Ofices 


IICHIGAN 





